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WELCOME TO PANAMA 

. ' ♦ - . 1 

W HETHER you have a few hours, a few days, or a 
few years to spend on the Isthmus, this Cross¬ 
roads of the World can furnish you anything from 
bananas to baseball. Use this guide to make your stay 
interesting and worth while. And don’t forget that the 
U. S. O. clubs are your homes while you are here. 


♦ ♦ 
♦ 


THE ETERNAL TRIANGLE 


Y OU can orient yourself here more easily if you will 
think of Panama City and the Canal Zone towns of 
Ancon and Balboa as though they formed a triangle 
around the base of Ancon Hill, with Panama City as the 
apex, Ancon at the right and Balboa at the left. Accord¬ 
ing to the 1940 census, Panama City, capital of the 
Republic of Panama, includes with its suburbs, a popu¬ 
lation of some 126,000 inhabitants. The entire popu¬ 
lation of the Republic of Panama, exclusive of the Canal 
Zone, is 631,637, of which almost 65,000 are members of 
Indian tribes. The civil population of the Canal Zone is 
about 60,000. This is entirely a United States Govern¬ 
ment community, with towns for civilian employees en¬ 
gaged in operating the Canal, and various Army and Navy 
posts. There is no private enterprise or home ownership 
of any kind. 


ANCON 
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Sightseeing in Pa rtama 

(By Car or on Foot) 

Starting your tour of Panama City at the Ancon Post 
Office, go west on Fourth of July Avenue, which is the 
boundary line between Panama and the Canal Zone, for 
two short blocks, turning left on I Street, where you will 
pass, on your right, the NATIONAL INSTITUTE, the 
country’s largest preparatory school, and the NATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY. , 

Continuing down I Street to CENTRAL AVENUE, 
you come upon Panama City’s main business thoroughfare, 
where, turning right, you will pass many interesting stores, 
including shops offering Oriental and Central American 
curios. 

The first park you approach is SANTA ANA PLAZA, 
named for the historic church which faces it. In colonial 
days this church was outside the city walls, and sur¬ 
rounded by mud huts. During the 19th century it had 
fallen into ruins, and its old walls provided barricades for 
the warring factions of the country. Rebuilt in the early 
20th century, its exterior is all that remains of its colonial 
charm. Inside, the only interesting sight is the staircase 
to the belfry tower, which is said to have been brought 
from the Cathedral of Old Panama. 

Continuing down Central Avenue you pass, on the left, 
the NATIONAL LOTTERY BUILDING, which houses 
the offices of the Lottery, the Mayor of Panama, and 
the Governor of the Province. 

At the corner of the next side street is LA MERCED 
CHURCH. The darker stones of its facade were brought 
from a church of the same name in Old Panama. In the 
small chapel on the street corner is the painting known as 
the Virgin of the Chapel, which is considered miraculous. 
According to legend, when the image was brought from 
Old Panama, it became so heavy that all efforts to carry 
it further were fruitless, and it was left at its present site, 
with a temporary sanctuary of bamboo and straw to house 
it until the permanent chapel could be built. 

At this point, cross Central Avenue, walk back half a 
block, and turn left behind the National City Bank 
Building, and then right, to see the RUINED WALLS 
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of the old city, which, with a moat, once protected the 
town from attack by land. Then turn left on 10th Street 
to Avenue A, and again turn left, or toward the east. 

At the intersection of Avenue A and 8th Street, is the 
famous San Jose Church, better known as the CHURCH 
OF THE GOLDEN ALTAR. Like its predecessor in 
Old Panama, this church was built by the Augustine 
Recollect monks, who transferred to it the main altar 
which they saved from the flames when the original church 
was destroyed during pirate Henry Morgan’s raid. Ac¬ 
cording to legend, the Golden Altar was saved from 
Morgan’s greedy hands by a stratagem of the monks, who 
whitewashed it, thus making it appear of no value. The 
altar is said to date from the 17th century and the School 
of Churrigurra in Quito, Ecuador. It is noted for its 
purity of style, well-proportioned dimensions and harmoni¬ 
ous sculpture, executed in hard mahogany with gold inlay. 
The pulpit is made from five panels which originally were 
in the Cathedral of Old Panama. Both pulpit and altar 
were refinished with gold leaf a few decades ago. 

Beyond San Jose Church and across the street, at the 
corner of 7th, are the ruins of Panama’s first UNIVER¬ 
SITY, built by the Jesuits in 1749 and destroyed by fire 
in 1781. They now house a garage. 

Turning left on 7th Street, proceed to CATHEDRAL 
PLAZA, which was the heart of the early city. STATUES 
in the plaza are of the FOUNDERS of the Republic, 
“Los Proceres .” Important buildings surrounding it are 
the MUNICIPAL PALACE; the Panama POST OFFICE, 
which originally housed the French Canal offices, and 
later those of the Isthmian Canal Commission; the 
ARCHBISHOP’S PALACE; and the HOTEL CEN¬ 
TRAL. 

Most important building on the plaza is the CATHE¬ 
DRAL, started in 1673, when the present city was founded. 
It is built of stones transported from Old Panama and is 
a striking example of Spanish colonial style. On the 
right-hand aisle is a painting called the “Virgin of the 
Rosary’’ which has been attributed to Murillo. 

Crossing the plaza and continuing down Central Avenue 
for two blocks, you will pass, on the left, the NATIONAL 
PALACE, where the most important offices of the Nation¬ 
al Government of Panama are located. Offices of the 
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PANAMA TOURIST COMMISSION, with English 
speaking employees, are located on the main floor. Behind 
this building is the NATIONAL THEATER. 

The picturesque SEAWALL MISSION (Institute Pan- 
Americano ), a school founded by the Methodist Church 
in 1908, is at the foot of the street. Turning right, you 
pass the UNION CLUB, smart social club for Panaman¬ 
ians and Americans, and mount the stairs of LAS BOVE- 
DAS, beneath an archway of bougainvillea blossoms. 

This U-shaped promenade, which straddles the finger-tip 
of the peninsula, tops the fortifications which once formed 
the main bulwark of the city’s sea defenses. You can see 
the watch towers and the cells below (now chiefly used as 
garages), where dangerous political prisoners were kept. 

The FRENCH PLAZA, in the curve of the U, commem¬ 
orates the French attempt to build a canal. The center 
monument, topped by Chanticleer, is dedicated to the 
French. Under the arcade are marble plaques describing 
the French venture. The PALACE OF JUSTICE, which 
houses the Chamber of Deputies and the Supreme Court 
of Panama, faces the plaza. 

At the end of the U, following the seawall, turn left into 4 
Avenue A, and pass, on the right, at the corner of 3d 
Street, the ruins of SANTO DOMINGO CHURCH, with 
its famous FLAT ARCH, one of the marvels of Panama. 
According to legend, the arch fell twice, but when the 
supports were removed for the third time, the priest of 
the church knelt beneath it and prayed, and it stood 
firm, even without benefit of keystone. This arch influ¬ 
enced the decision to build the Canal in Panama instead of 
Nicaragua. Nicaraguan stamps of the period, which were 
distributed in the United States Congress, depicted an 
erupting volcano. A Panamanian stamp showing the 
Flat Arch carried conviction. The present Santo Do¬ 
mingo Church adjoins the ruins of the first church which 
was destroyed by fire soon after it was completed. 

Turn right on 3d Street, cross Central Avenue, and at 
the intersection of Avenue B and 3d Street you will find 
BOLIVAR PLAZA, dedicated to the Spanish-American 
Liberator, Simon Bolivar. At the right, looking toward 
the bay, is the modern SAN FRANCISCO CHURCH, 
with LA SALLE COLLEGE, a school for boys, just 
beyond. Standing with your back to these buildings, 
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look across the Plaza and to the left of the Hotel Colombia, 
and see the mother-of-pearl-adorned steeple of SAN 
FELIPE NERI, said to be the oldest church in the city. 

Continue on 3d Street to North Avenue. Turn left 
here, and between 5th and 6th Streets is the PRESI- 
DENCIA, on the site formerly occupied by the represen¬ 
tatives of the Kings of Spain, and later by the Colombian 
Governors. White herons wander in the courtyard, 
among columns studded with mother-of-pearl. The first 
floor is devoted to offices, the second floor to official 
banquet and reception rooms, and the third floor to the 
orivate residence of the President of Panama. Bullet 
loles, mementos of the 1931 revolution, are visible on the 
walls and around the entrance. Fishing boats still tie up 
at the old water gate of the city, which is now reached by 
a flight of steps leading below street level under the Marina 
Building, directly across the street from one corner of the 
Presidencia. 

Farther along North Avenue, near 8th Street, is an old 
house with the date 1743 fashioned in the plaster of the 
door frame. Still farther is the big public MARKET, 
with its varied assortment of tropical fruits, vegetables, 
live monkeys, birds, and other native products. Here you 
can either continue along Pablo Arosemena Avenue for a 
glimpse of the bay and the fishing boats, or you can turn 
left and proceed up East 13th Street to Central Avenue. 
East 13th Street is lined with sidewalk vendors who sell 
everything from lizards to lottery tickets. It is more 
commonly known as SAL-SI-PUEDES, which means 
“Get out if you can.” Whichever route you pick you will 
return to the Canal Zone on Central Avenue passing the 
railroad station and turning left to DeLesseps Park and 
the Tivoli U. S. O. 

For those who want to see more of Panama City, a trip 
to the CEMETERIES on B Street, with their graves of 
adventurers from the four corners of the globe, will be of 
interest. And a bus ride to the suburb of LA EXPOSI- 
ClON, named for the Exposition which Panama held here 
at the time of the opening of the Panama Canal, is well 
worth while. Here may be seen the MONUMENT of 
Balboa holding the world on his shoulders and facing the 
ocean he discovered. Here also are the OLYMPIC POOL, 
the NATIONAL MUSEUM, many foreign legations, the 
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Panama Government’s beautiful big SANTO TOMAS 
HOSPITAL, the GORGAS MEMORIAL LABORATO¬ 
RY for the study of tropical diseases, and the attractive 
new UNITED STATES EMBASSY building. Beyond La 
Exposition are other suburbs, VISTA DEL MAR, BELLA 
VISTA, LA CARRASQUILLA, and LA CRESTA. This 
is the finest residential section of the city and contains 
many beautiful homes. La Cresta, which is also known as 
Duque Heights, is well worth a climb to the top row of 
houses for the view. 

OLD PANAMA 

Seven miles from Panama City on the Sabanas Road are 
the RUINS OF OLD PANAMA. After passing the sub¬ 
urbs, JUAN FRANCO RACE TRACK, which operates 
horse races on Sunday and holiday afternoons, is on the *\ 
right. The PANAMA GOLF CLUB is situated among 
rolling hills, and beyond is a new sub-division, known 

as Golf Heights. SAN FRANCISCO DE LA CALETA, 
once a native village known only for its beautiful beach, 
is rapidly assuming the proportions of a properous suburb. 
Beyond are two more; Parque Lefevre and El Coco. 

The ruins are carefully marked. They comprise, for 
the most part, churches and monasteries. The remains of 
two bridges and a great hollowed-out stone for grinding 
corn may also be seen. The impressive sight of the ruined 
Cathedral tower is recommended on a moonlight night. 

If, instead of turning off toward Old Panama, you stay 
on the main road, the towns of JUAN DIAZ, PACORA, 
and CHEPO may be reached. The country you will pass 
through is dotted with the summer homes of wealthy 
Panamanian families, many of which are now being used 
by Uncle Sam’s defense forces. The Pacora and Chepo 
Rivers, with their numerous sand-bars, are popular 
bathing spots. These towns are not suburbs, but rather 
impart the flavor of the native villages in the interior of 
the country. They may be reached easily by bus or chiva. 
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Sightseeing in the Canal Zone 

Generally speaking, the Canal Zone is a strip of land 
extending five miles on either side of the center line o e 
Canal, from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans. Although 
within the five-mile limits, the cities of Panama and Colon 
are specifically exempted from the jurisdiction oi the 
United States. The terminal ports of the Cand are Balboa 
on the Pacific side and Cristobal on the Atlantic side. 

The two other points of the triangle of which Panama 
City forms the apex are the Zone towns of Balboa and An¬ 
con, Pacific terminals of the Canal Zone. They are con¬ 
nected by Balboa Heights, the houses of which wind up 
and down the lower slope of Ancon Hill. The houses in 
these towns, as elsewhere in the Zone, are laid out in 
typical American smalltown fashion, each with its own 
yard, and distances are correspondingly great. 

ANCON was laid out by the French Canal Company 
in the 1880s, which accounts for its narrow winding stieets. 
The TIVOLI HOTEL is here, as well as the Clubhouse, 
Commissary and Post Office which are found in every Zone 
town. Just across Fourth of July Avenue from Panama s 
National Institute, and up the hill on Columbia Koa , 
is the DISTRICT COURT, a stone building originally 
designed for the Governor’s House. Just above the Court¬ 
house is HERRICK ROAD, where the doctors have their 
homes, and from which one of the finest views of the harbor 
and Panama City may be seen. 


Returning on Columbia Road, which winds into Gorgas 
Road, turn left and go uphill past GORGAS HOSPITA . 
This road is noteworthy for the archway of royal palms 
planted by the French, which, because of their age, have 
reached a great height. Many beautiful flowering bees 
and shrubs are to be seen, among them banyan, bamboo, 
and a magnificent breadfruit tree. At the summit is the 
GOVERNOR’S HOUSE. This house, and those ol the 
officials of the Civil Government which surround it, were 
first built at Culebra and Empire, in the center of the Canal 
Zone, during construction days. When the Canal was 
finished they were transferred to their present locations at 

Balboa Heights. 
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From the Governor’s House, one road leads to QUARRY 
HEIGHTS, Army Headquarters, and home of the Com¬ 
manding General. The other, downhill to the right, takes 
you to the ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, an impres¬ 
sive concrete structure which houses the Civil Govern¬ 
ment. The Library and Balboa Heights Post Office are on 
the first floor of this building, and the rotunda dome has 
interesting murals, depicting construction days, by Van 
Ingen. The Board Room on the third floor contains sev¬ 
eral etchings of those same days by the famous artist 
Joseph Pennell. 

The town of BALBOA, below the Administration 
Building, is a planned Government townsite dating back 
only to 1915. Here are the docks, extensive shops, and 
drydocks. The new JUNIOR COLLEGE and HIGH 
SCHOOL buildings are noteworthy examples of tropical 
architecture. ROOSEVELT AVENUE, which skirts the 
stadium and playing fields, leads from the College to the 
docks. The brightest noonday sun is powerless to penetrate 
the protective arches of its giant banyans. 

By automobile or bus a very interesting trip is out 
GAMBOA ROAD to the Summit Experimental Gardens, 
and then on the MADDEN ROAD to the Cruces Trail. 
You will pass Albrook Field, the civilian town of Diablo 
Heights, the Army engineers at Corozal, the big infantry 
post of Fort Clayton, the Miraflores Filtration Plant, the 
Miraflores and Pedro Miguel Locks which carry ships 
from sea-level up three steps to the level of Gatun Lake, 
the colored employees’ town of Red Tank, and the civilian 
town of Pedro Miguel. Just before Red Tank, at the 
junction with the Chiva Chiva Trail, is a magnificent 
cuipo tree, well-marked, and worth a moment’s stop. 
Beyond Pedro Miguel, on a high point of the road, there 
is an inspiring view back through the locks to the Pacific 
Ocean, and a short distance ahead loom the sheer walls of 
Gaillard Cut. The post of Paraiso is by-passed, and to 
your left, between highway and barracks, two lonely 
graves stand out on the hillside, marking the last resting 
place of two young engineers who worked on the French 

C/3.I1R 1 

The SUMMIT GARDENS are so named because they 
are located only half a mile from the Continental Divide. 
Operated by the Government, they include greenhouses, 
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nurseries and experimental plantings, a total of 51,501 
plants distributed over 125 acres of land. Seeds and 
plants are imported from abroad, primarily for the pur¬ 
pose of determining their adaptability to the local sod 
and their value to the inhabitants. Picnic tables with 
barbecue pits are scattered around the Gardens, and ma^ 
be reserved by private parties in advance. 

The Madden Highway swerves right from the Gamboa 
Road a short distance before the Garden is reached. I his 
road to the Canal Zone boundary, has been made a 
FOREST PRESERVE. Here is an opportunity to see 
the tropical jungle in all its regal beauty. This modern 
concrete highway bisects the ancient CRUCEb 1KA , 
the road the Spanish conquistadores built for their gold¬ 
laden mule trains. A small picnic spot has been set up 
at this crossing of old and new, and by walking a few yards 
back from the road, a strip of the original cobble-stoned 
trail, excavated and kept clear of jungle growth, may be 
seen. When the road enters Panamanian territory, the 
jungle is left behind. In the ten years since this road was 
completed, enterprising native farmers have cleared and 
planted the land, almost to the Madden Dam Reservation. 
The Dam may not be visited at present. 

WHAT TO DO IN COLON 

COLON is a jigsaw puzzle to the newcomer. Crowded 
on Manzanillo Island are Old Cristobal, New Cristobal, and 
Colon, where less than a hundred years ago only tangled 
jungle growth was connected with the mainland by a 

mangrove swamp. . . . . . i 

Colon is the Panamanian city raised from this jungle 

and swamp as a terminus for the Panama Railroad in the 
early eighteen-fifties. The Americans named it ^ 

wall in honor of the American builder of the railroad. 
The Colombians, who then owned this territory, called it 
Colon, the Spanish word for Columbus. For some years 
it was known by either name. Then the Colombians 
refused to deliver mail addressed to Aspmwall, which they 
said was non-existent, and that name gradually died out. 

The part of the Canal Zone adjacent to Colon and the 
waterfront is named CRISTOBAL, the Spanish word for 
Christopher. Closely hemmed in between Colon and the 
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sea, Cristobal was soon bursting its seams. In 1927 
another Panama Canal residential area was laid out on 
the other side of Colon. The original town is now known 
as OLD CRISTOBAL, and the new one as NEW 
CRISTOBAL. 

Since all of these communities are huddled on Manza¬ 
nillo Island, they can be reached on foot. Around the bend 
of Manzanillo Bay, and not so accessible, are the huge 
hangars of France Field and Coco Solo, while guarding the 
far points of the harbor are Forts Randolph and Sherman. 
Only one walk will reward the sightseer, along COLON 
BEACH from the WASHINGTON HOTEL to the 
AMADOR GUERRERO HOSPITAL. Here houses of 
the Canal Zone and Panama pass in succession, as invisible 
boundaries are crossed, all facing a beach where the break¬ 
water has stilled the white caps, and coconut palms are 
bent inward by the superior strength of the trade wind. 
Though it is always beautiful, whether under a noonday 
sun or in a heavy rain, try riding along Colon Beach in a 
horse-drawn carromata beneath the full tropic moon, and 
you will never forget the experience. 

A MONUMENT dedicated to the builders of the 
Panama Railroad is in the Hotel Washington grounds, just 
beyond Fort DeLesseps. On Central Avenue, about one 
block from the hotel, is a STATUE of Columbus shielding 
an Indian maiden, presented to the Colombian Govern¬ 
ment by Empress Eugenie of France. Outside Colon, past 
the dry-dock, big Government printing and cold storage 
plants, is MOUNT HOPE CEMETERY, where the 
builders of the Panama Railroad and the French and 
American canals have mixed their dust. Along the road to 
Gatun, abandoned stretches of the ORIGINAL FRENCH 
DIVERSION CANAL may still be seen. Just before 
entering Gatun, a road to your left leads up a hill to an 
OBSERVATION PLATFORM from which the excavation 
for the THIRD SET OF LOCKS can be studied, with 
printed directions posted to explain the work. 

The many excursions from Colon that are possible in 
peace time are closed for the duration, as are the interesting 
piers of Old Cristobal. There was tarpon fishing at Gatun, 
and the trip down the Chagres River to the ruined Spanish 
FORT SAN LORENZO at its mouth. Every October, 
hundreds of people make a pilgrimage to PORTO 
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BELLO, the Caribbean seaport of Spanish days, to see the 
Black Christ procession. And beyond Porto Bello are 
the Indian islands of SAN BLAS where a primitive civili¬ 
zation may be glimpsed, not very different from the one 
Columbus found. 

In Gatun Lake is BARRO COLORADO ISLAND, a 
former mountain-top that was isolated by the rising waters 
of this man-made lake. Here scientists have provided a 
sanctuary for birds and beasts, with laboratories equipped 
to study wild life in its native haunts. In peace time, 
groups of scientists from universities in the United States 
are regular visitors. 

TOURIST TRIPS FARTHER AFIELD 

The Tourist Section of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Commerce of the Republic of Panama maintains offices 
in Panama City and Colon where free travel information 
is gladly given out to visitors or over the telephone. 
Pamphlets, folders, photographs, and specimens of native 
Panamanian costumes and handicraft are on display at 
the Panama City Office in the Government Palace, at the 
extreme end of Central Avenue. The tourist office is on 
the first floor on the right hand side of the main entrance. 
Office hours are from 7 a. m. to 5 p. m. every day except 
■Sunday. Telephone numbers are Panama 1378 and 1345. 

The Colon Office of the Tourist Section is at 5004 Front 
Street. Office hours are 7 a. m. to 1:30 p. m. Telephone 
Colon 159. 

Excursions to points of interest sponsored by the Tourist 
Commission are suspended for the duration. Either 
bureau, however, will be glad to assist individuals in 
arranging trips outside the Canal Zone but cannot provide 
transportation. 

TRANSPORTATION 

1. TAXIS.—First of all, do not hire a car that does not 
have the word “Taxi” painted on the door in large 
white letters, as this is required of all bona fide taxis by 
the Republic of Panama. The city is divided into zones, 
and every driver must carry a rate card and the Canal Zone 
Traffic Regulations booklet, which includes a map clearly 
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demarcating the zones. If in doubt about the price, ask 
to see this book. The present regulations allow the driver 
to charge one passenger 20c. for the first zone and 10c. for 
each additional zone. A second passenger is 10c. per 
zone, and each passenger in excess of two is 5c. per zone. 
When you are not satisfied with the fare asked, ask the 
nearest policeman to settle the argument. It should be 
borne in mind that gasoline and tire shortages may bring 
about a change in these rates. 

2. BUSES and CHIVAS.—The buses belong to systems 
and operate on schedule. The “chivas” are privately 
owned and operate on a wildcat basis. 

Because of gasoline rationing, the. entire bus system is 
now in process of expansion, and subject to change. New 
bus schedules are being planned on the Pacific side to give 
continual service between Ancon, Balboa Heights, and 
Balboa from early morning until blackout. ANCON- 
BALBOA buses leave Ancon Post Office at 6:15 a. m. 
and every 20 minutes thereafter; via Fourth of July Ave¬ 
nue, Balboa Road, Roosevelt Avenue to Administration 
Building, via Ancon Boulevard to return to post office. 
Fare 5 and 10 cents. 

Alternate route, ANCON-BALBOA buses: Leave 
Ancon Post Office at 6:15 and every 20 minutes thereafter; 
via Ancon Boulevard, Roosevelt Avenue, Balboa Road, 
Fourth of July Avenue to Ancon Post Office. Fare 5 
and 10 cents. 

DIABLO buses: Leave Diablo Post Office, 6:40 a. m., 
7 a. m., 7:15 a. m., 7:45 a. m., 8:15 a. m. and thereafter on 
the quarter to and quarter after every hour. Fares, to 
Balboa 5 cents, Administration Building, 10 cents, and to 
Ancon, 10 cents. 

PEDRO MIGUEL buses: Leave Ancon Post Office, 
6:15 a. m., 9:30 a. m., 2:30 p. m., and 4:40 p. m.; leave 
Pedro Miguel Clubhouse, 6:45 a. m., 10 a. m., 2:30 p. m., 
and 5:15 p. m. Fares, 15 cents or $6.50 per month on 
work days. 

GAMBOA buses: Leave Ancon Post Office 8 a. m., 
1:30 and 4 p. m. Leave Gamboa Clubhouse at 9:30 a. m., 
2:30 and 6 p. m. Fares, 25 cents or $10 per month on 
work days. A special Gold bus leaves the Gamboa Club¬ 
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house at 6 a. m. daily for employees going from Gamboa 
to the District Engineer or P. A. D. 

FORT KOBBE buses: Leave the Tivoli U. S. O. via 
Tivoli Avenue, Fourth of July Avenue, Balboa Road, 
Gaillard Highway, Miraflores Bridge to West Side; Cocoli, 
Locona and Fort Kobbe. Fares, to Cocoli, 15 cents, to 

Fort Kobbe, 25 cents. <« „„ 

Schedules, Gold buses: 7:30, 8:30, 9:30, 10:30, 11.30, 

a. m., 12:20, 12.40, 1:20, 1:40 p.m., etc. Silver buses, 

9 a. m., 10, 11, and 12 m., 1:20 p. m., 2 p m., etc. 

On the Atlantic side, a bus leaves the Cristobal Club¬ 
house for Margarita on the hour, starting at 7 a. m. and 
ending at 11 p. m. The fare is 10c. Return trips from 
Margarita are on the half-hour, starting at 6.30 a. m. and 
ending at 10:30 p. m. The bus to Gatun costs 15c. It 
leaves Cristobal at 8:15 a. m. and every hour and a half 
thereafter until 9:45 p. m. From Gatun, the first trip is 

at 7:15 a. m. and the last at 10:30 p. m. 

The different Army posts also operate buses to the 
center of the city. Inquire from a military policeman 

about the schedule and route. 

The Canal Zone does not regulate the fares ot the 
“chivas”. It is customary to charge 5c. anywhere around 
Panama City or Colon and the adjoining Zone towns, 
but this rate is often raised. When boarding a ‘ chiva 
at night, it is prudent to ask the fare in advance. In 
Panama, 5c. should take you anywhere in the city irom 
the Limit to the Bull Ring or to Balboa. Ten cents is 
charged to San Francisco or the Golf Club, 15c. to Rio 
Abajo, and 20c. to Juan Diaz or Old Panama. 

3. HORSE-DRAWN VEHICLES, known as COCHES 
or CARROMATAS.—The rates in force for taxis govern 
the “coches”. The hourly rate is $1.50 for one passenger 
and 25c. for each additional passenger. This also is 
specified in the book on Canal Zone Traffic Regulations, 
which each driver must carry. 

4. TRAINS— There are four trains daily in each direc¬ 
tion, connecting Panama City and Colon. The ride takes 
about one hour and 35 minutes. Rates for the general 
public are $2.40 one way; for U. S. Government employees, 
including service men, $1.40. 
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RELIGIOUS SERVICES 

PACIFIC SIDE: D 1K w , 

Balboa Union Church (Protestant) on Balboa Road 
near Balboa Police Station. Sunday services at 10:40 

a. m. and 7:30 p. m. ■ . c 

Pedro Miguel Union Church (Protestant). Services 

at 10:45 a. m. and 7:30 p. m. 

First Baptist Church, Balboa Heights. Ancon Boule¬ 
vard just below Administration Building. Services at 

10:45 a. m. and 7:30 p. m. . . , 

First Church of Christ Scientist, Ancon Boulevard. 

Sundav service at 11 a. m. Wednesday service at 8 P* in * 

Cathedral of St. Luke (Episcopal) near Ancon Post 

Office. Sunday at 7:30 and 10:45. a. m, 

St. Mary’s Church (Catholic) near Balboa Police 

Station. Sunday Masses, 5:55, 7:30, 8:30, 9:30, 10:30, and 
11:30 a. m. Confessions on Saturdays 3:30 to 5 and 7 to 

8 d. m. Benediction each Sunday at 5 p. m. 

Sacred Heart Church (Catholic) Ancon. Sunday 
Masses 6 and 9:15 a.m. Confessions on Saturday, 4 to 5 
and 7 to 8 p. m. On Gorgas Road below the hospital. 

Church of the Assumption (Catholic) Pedro Miguel. 
Sunday Masses, 7:30 and 8:30 a. m. Confessions on 

Saturday at 7 p. m. . , 

Jewish Services. Services are held every Friday night 

at 7:45 at the Esther Witkin U. S. O. Club La Boca Road, 

Balboa. The Congregation Kol Shearith Israel, Cuba 

Avenue at 36th Street, Vista del Mar, Panama, welcomes 

Armv and Navy men to its Friday evening services, at 5:30. 

Mormon. A service for persons of the Mormon faith is 

held every Sunday night at 7:30 at the Esther Witkin 

U. S. O. Club. . 7 

Non-Sectarian vesper services Sunday at / p. m., 
Balboa-Amador Road U. S. O. Club. 

ATLANTIC SIDE: x 0 . 

Cristobal Union Church (Protestant). Services at 

10:45 a. m. and 7 p. m. . , 

Gatun Union Church (Protestant). Services at 11 a. m. 

^First* Church of Christ Scientist, Cristobal, 13th St. 
and Bolivar Ave. Sunday at 11 a. m. Wednesday at 

7:30 p. m. 
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Church of Our Saviour (Episcopal). Cristobal, opposite 
Washington Hotel. Sunday service at 11 a. m. # 

Miraculous Medal Church (Catholic) New Cristobal. 
Sunday Masses at 7, 8, and 10:30 a. m. Confessions on 
Saturday at 4 to 5 and 7 to 8 p. m. 

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception (Catholic) 

Colon. Sunday Masses ar 6:30, 7:30, &:30 and 10. Con 
fessions on Saturday at 2 to 5 and 7:15'to 8:30 p. m. 
Immaculate Conception Church (Catholic) Gatu . 

Sunday Masses at 7 and 9:30. . , . , 

Jewish Services. Services are held each Friday night 
at 7 o’clock at the Spanish and Portuguese Congregation 
3rd and G Streets,' Colon, and also at the Oriental Jewish 
Congregation on 8th Street. 

PANAMA CITY: 

Attend Mass in Panama City’s historic churches. (See 
the section “Sightseeing in Panama”, for the names an 
locations of these churches). Masses usually begin at 
5:30 a. m. and continue until 11:30 a. m. San Francisco 
Church on Bolivar Plaza, and Cristo Rey on Justo Arose- 
mena Ave. and 37th St. in Vista del Mar have 11 o clock 
Masses. If you are a Catholic, you will be interested 
the relation of the people to the church in a Catholic 
countrv, as expressed in their homelike use of the churc . 
Feast day processions are treats for the pious the camera 
addict and the casual observer. Good Friday in Holy 
Week, St. Ann’s Day in July, and Midnight Mass on 

Christmas Eve are notable events. 

• LIBRARIES 

THE PANAMA CANAL LIBRARY, located on the 
first floor of the Administration Building at Balboa Heights, 
contains 70,000 books and more than 200 periodicals. 
Soldiers, sailors, marines, and civilians are equally wekome 
and have equal privileges. Application blanks for library 
cards permitting you to withdraw books may be obtained 
at the desk. These must be signed by a commissioned 
officer or your department or division head. Library 
hours: 7:30 a. m. to 8 p. m., except Sundays and holidays 
COCOLI Deposit Library in Cocoli Clubhouse on west 
bank of Canal. (Branch of Panama Canal Library). 
Hours: 10 to 11 a. m.; 3 to 4 p. m.; 6:30 to 8 p. m. 
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CRISTOBAL Branch Library, 2nd floor, Administration 
Building, Old Cristobal. Flours: 7:30 a. m. to 8 p. m. 

MARGARITA Deposit Branch Library in Recreational 
Association Building. Hours: 3 to 5 and 6 to 8 p. m. 

GATUN Branch Library, in Gatlin School building. 
Hours: 11:45 to 12:45 and 3 to 5 p. m. 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF PANAMA (Biblioteca 
Nacional). Panama City, corner of 6th Street and 
Avenue B. Hours: 8 to 12 and 2 to 5. 

PROFESSIONAL SCHOpL LIBRARY in Panama 
City on Avenue Peru. This Library is just starting a 
special section devoted to the literature of the Republic 
of Panama. 

LIBRARY OF NATIONAL UNIVERSITY, in the 
University building between 4th of July Avenue, I Street, 
and Calle des Estudiantes. 

ATHLETICS 

SWIMMING: The largest pool on the Pacific side is 
the Balboa Pool behind the Balboa Clubhouse. This 
pool is 50 meters long and 20 meters wide and is equipped 
with one- and three-meter Brandsten diving boards and a 
10-meter tower. The famed Red, White and Blue Troupe 
which has toured the United States and South America 
was organized at this pool, and members of the troupe still 
train there. The clubhouses at the towns of Gamboa and 
Pedro Miguel also have fine pools. These are civilian 
pools, charging a fee of 15c. each, and military personnel 
is welcome. Fort Clayton, Albrook, and Corozal all have 
good Army pools, but the diving facilities at the latter are 
only fair. On the Atlantic side, the only salt-water pool 
on the Isthmus is in the Hotel Washington grounds. The 
fee, except for hotel guests, is 25c. Excellent pools for 
service men are located at Fort Davis and at the Navy 
Base. Service men can swim free of charge at the Bolivar 
Avenue and Balboa-Amador Road U. S. O. Clubs. 

All the Panama beaches are on the Pacific side. The 
most popular one is the Amador Beach Club, open free 
to enlisted men in uniform. A small fee is charged officers. 
Farfan Beach, across the Canal, is about 3 miles from 
Panama City. A Panama Canal clubhouse serves sand¬ 
wiches and soft drinks and rents dressing rooms. Two 
excellent beaches for week-end trips are Gorgona, 52 miles 
from Panama, and La Venta, 75 miles from Panama. 


GYMNASIUMS: On the Pacific side, large, modern 
gymnasiums suitable for basketball and badminton games, 
and equipped with standard gymnasium paraphernalia 
are located in Balboa near the stadium track and baseball 
grounds on Roosevelt Road. The Diablo Heights gym is 
near the post office and commissary. Army gymnasiums 
are located at Fort Amador, Fort Clayton, Camp Paraiso, 
and Corozal; and a gymnasium at the Balboa-Amador 
Road U. S. O. Club. 

On the Atlantic side at the Navy Base is the newest and 
finest gymnasium on the Isthmus. Three basketball 
gamrs may be p'ayed here simultaneously and a crowd of 
2,500 accommodated around the floor. Other modern gyms 
are at France Field, Naval Air Station, Fort Sherman, 
Fort Davis, and Fort Randolph. There are civilian 
gymnasiums in Cristobal, Margarita, and Gatun, and 
U. S. O. gymnasium in Bolivar Avenue U. S. O. Club. 

ROLLER SKATING: At both Cristobal and Tivoli 
U. S .0. Clubs. 

GOLF: A sporty golf course of 5,300 yards at Fort 
Amador is known as the Amador Golf Club. Member¬ 
ship is $3 per month. Par is 67 and the course record is 65. 

On the Atlantic side there is an Army golf course at 
Fort Davis. Service men can play at Brazos Brook course 
by making prior arrangements—green fee, $1. 

TENNIS: Concrete all-weather courts are available on 
Army posts and in all the civilian towns. 

BASEBALL: The Isthmian League, composed of the 
four clubs of Cristobal, Colon, Balboa, and Diablo Heights, 
plays twice weekly throughout the dry-season months, 
roughly from December to April. The weekday game, 
beginning at 4:15, plays 7 innings. Sunday games are 
usually double-headers. 

BOXING: Boxing is a popular sport in Panama. For 
information consult the sport page in one of the two local 
newspapers. Amateur boxing programs are held periodi¬ 
cally in the Canal Zone. These are generally sponsored 
by Service organizations. 

MOVIE THEATERS 

CANAL ZONE: 

Regular program, 30c; special features, 40c; all mat¬ 
inees at reduced rate of 30c. All Zone movies 
are in clubhouses except Ancon, one block away. 
(There are also movie theaters on all Army posts.) 
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PACIFIC SIDE" 

‘ BALBOA and DIABLO HEIGHTS have continuous 
shows on Sundays, beginning at 12:15 p. m. 
Saturday matinees at 2:15 Two shows nightly 
GAMBOA, PEDRO MIGUEL, and ANCON, two 

shows nightly. ^ . 

COCOLI, two shows nightly, plus a Sunday matinee 

at 2:15. 

ATLANTIC SIDE: , c , 

CRISTOBAL has continuous shows on bunaay, 

beginning at 12:15, Saturday matinees at 2:15, 

and two shows every night. 

MARGARITA has Saturday and Sunday matinees 

at 2:15 and two shows nightly. 

PANAM^Ush language pi ctur es with Spanish titles shown 

on continuous schedule starting at 12:45 at t e 

following theaters): . c 

LUX (air conditioned) Avenue Peru and 34th Street 
(residential section). Admission 50c and 60c. 
ELDORADO: Central Avenue at Santa Ana rlaza. 

Sundays 50c; weeknights 40c; matinees c. 
CECILIA: Central Avenue near H Street. Same 

admission as above. . , . • „ 

TROPICAL, I Street and Ancon Ave. Admission 

as above. 

COLON: a _ c . c . . 

REX, Central Avenue and 5th Street. 

AMERICA, Central Avenue and 7th Street. 

COLON, C ntral Avenue and 10th Street. 

ASTORIA, Hudson Lane (half a block from Central 
Avenue) between 10th and 11th. (Prices aver¬ 
age like those of Panama City theaters.) 

CLUBHOUSES AND COMMISSARIES 

The Panama Canal COMMISSARIES are department 
stores run for the sole benefit of employees of the United 
States Government and their immediate dependents. 
Purchases must be paid for with coupons from commissary 
books, which may be bought in any commissary in denom¬ 
ination of either $5 or $15. A uniform is sufficient 
identification to buy a book. Cash will not be accep e 


over the counter. Commissary hours are from 8 a. m. to 
5:30 p. m. except Sundays and holidays. Departments 
include foods, hardware, notions, stationery, toilet articles, 
drygoods and clothing for men, women and children. 
Only the larger stores have shoe departments. Every 
Canal Zone town has a commissary. 

There is a CLUBHOUSE as well as a commissary in 
every Zone town. The clubhouses are the recreational 
centers, and, like the commissaries, are only open to 
Government employees and their families. Here, as in 
the commissaries, a uniform is your identification, and 
you are permitted to bring guests with you. The club- 
houses offer movies, restuurunts und sodu fountuins, 3 . 
periodical room, pool tables and bowling alleys, barber, 
shoeshine, and beauty shops, and usually a tailor and a 
shoe-repairing shop can be found in the building. 1 he 
pools are described under the heading ‘ Athletics. 

HOTELS 

PACIFIC SIDE: The Hotel Tivoli in Ancon is operated 
by the U. S. Government. In Panama City, the Hotel 
Central is oldest and best known. The Central, which 
faces Cathedral Plaza, was built at the time of the French 
Canal and has been operated as a hotel ever since. I he 
Hotel Colombia, facing Bolivar Plaza, is under Italian 
management. The Hotel Colon, corner of 12th and^ ^ 
Streets, is a Spanish hotel and serves typically Spanish 
meals. The new Hotel International, in process of con¬ 
struction on the 5th of May Plaza, opposite the railroad 
station, is under American management. It will be air- 
conditioned throughout. 

ATLANTIC SIDE: The Hotel Washington, located at 
the end of Bolivar Avenue, between Fort DeLesseps and 
Colon Beach, is operated by the U. S. Government I he 
Hotel Carlton, with an American manager, at 10th and 
Melendez, advertises a sandwich bar. The Imperial, 
a Spanish-style hostelry, is at 8th and Bolivar. 

BOARDING HOUSES: On both sides of the Isthmus 
there are reputable boarding houses, or pensions, as 
they are known in Panama. To locate one, it would be 
advisable to consult one of the U. S. O. directors. 
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THE U. S. O. IN PANAMA 

The United Service Organizations Overseas Services 
Division is well-represented in the Canal Zone. The 
Federal Security Agency of the United States Govern¬ 
ment has constructed two large and attractive clubs, 
tropical adaptions of the Type A building in the States. 
These are the TIVOLI U. S. O. on the Pacific side, 
and the CRISTOBAL U. S. O. on the Atlantic. In 
addition, four buildings formerly operated by member 
agencies of U. S. O. have been taken over and are now 
functioning as U. S. O. Clubs. These include the 
BALBOA-AMADOR ROAD (formerly Y. M. C. A.), 
ESTHER WITKIN (formerly J. W. B.) and ST. MARY’S 
(formerly N. C. C. S.) on the Pacific side, and the BOLI¬ 
VAR AVENUE (formerly Y. M. C. A.) on the Atlantic 
side. Three reading and recreational rooms are also located 
in GATUN, PEDRO MIGUEL, and GAMBOA, spon¬ 
sored and staffed by the volunteer women’s organizations, 
known as the UNITED WOMEN’S SERVICE ORGANI¬ 
ZATIONS (U. W. S. O.) on the Pacific side, and the 
UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS AUXILIARY 
(U. S. O. A.) on the Atlantic. The MOBILE UNIT 

makes regular trips to interior posts. 

Service men are welcome at every X. S. O. dub at ail 
hours of the day and night. Bulletins covering a variety 
of programs, conducted at every club, are issued regularly 
to all service posts. Dances, moyies, skating, talent 
shows, classes in Spanish and dancing, bridge, lectures, 
billiards, ping-pong and table games are carefully planned 
to provide as interesting a time as possible during a service 
man’s liberty. With the exception of the Esther Witkin 
U. S. O. and St. Mary’s U. S. O., all clubs have restaurants 

and dormitories. 

NATIONAL LOTTERY OF PANAMA 

Most Americans are interested in the National Lottery 
and curious about how it functions. It belongs to the 
National Government of the Republic of Panama, which 
runs it as a Government-owned enterprise. Its net pro¬ 
ceeds are devoted to such charitable institutions as the 
old people’s home, orphanages, insane asylum, tubercu¬ 
losis sanitarium, and the Santo Tomas Hospital. 
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Drawings for the winning numbers are held every 
Sunday morning at 11 o’clock in a specially erected kiosk 
in the center of Plaza Arango, which is at Avenue B and 
11th Street, just a step from Central Avenue and the 
impressive modernistic building housing the lottery 
offices. Each digit is enclosed in a different ivory ball 
which must be unscrewed. These balls, identical in appear¬ 
ance, are placed in a circular wire cage and whirled 
mechanically in full view of the spectators. When the cage 
stops, a child from the orphanage reaches inside and draws 
one of the balls. 

Twelve digits are drawn every Sunday, making up three 
numbers of four digits each. The tickets cost $15 each, or 
50c. for any one of the 30 parts of the whole. The grand 
prize each Sunday is $30,000 for the entire ticket, or $1,000 
for each one of its 50c. pieces. The second prize is $9,000 
or $300 for one piece, and the third prize is $4,500 or 
$150 each. There are also numerous approximations such 
as $1 for the ending number of the first prize, $3 for the 
last two numbers, $50 for the last three. Special drawings 
with a $100,000 first prize are held several times a year. 

NATIONAL MUSEUM 

The National Museum of the Republic of Panama is 
located at 17 Cuba Avenue, between 29th and 30th Streets. 
It is open to the public every day from 7 a. m. to 1:30 p. m. 
Its interesting collection is divided into four sections: 
Archeological, Indian Objects, Historical (which includes 
mementos of the colonial period and the fight for indepen¬ 
dence) and Natural History. The fine collection of gold 
artifacts which have been recovered from ancient Indian 
graves is of especial tourist appeal. 

BAND CONCERTS IN PANAMA AND COLON 

Band concerts in Panama City are held every Thursday 
and Sunday night from 8 to 9 o’clock at both CA i HE- 
DRAL PLAZA and SANTA ANA PLAZA. The Banda 
Republicana, which is the National Band of the Republic, 
performs Sunday night at Cathedral Plaza and Tnursday 
night at Santa Ana. The Fireman’s Band alternates, 
playing Sundays at Santa Ana and Thursdays at^ Cathe¬ 
dral. There is also a concert by the Policemen s Band 


* 
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every Sunday afternoon at 4 o’clock in DeLesseps Park, 
next to the Tivoli U. S. O. 

On the Atlantic side there is a* concert every Sunday 
night in PARQUE 5 DE NOVIEMBRE from 8 to 10 p. m. 
by the Colon Firemen’s Band. 

On pleasant evenings, SANTA ANA PLAZA and the 
adjoining cafes are filled with a large crowd which is almost 
entirely male, as this park is the center for the city’s 
political and sporting groups. CATHEDRAL PLAZA, 
which is situated in the midst of the fine old residential 
section, is a social center on Sunday night. Groups of 
boys and groups of girls, arms linked, walk around and 
around in opposite directions, exchanging greetings in pass¬ 
ing. Couples chat on the benches and families park their 
cars to listen to the music and watch the young folks 
promenade. 

HOW TO LOCATE CIVILIAN FRIENDS 

If you know where your friend works, the simplest way 
to locate him is to telephone his office. For instance, if 
he works for the Army Engineer Corps as a civilian, ask 
for him at the Information or Personnel Office of the 
Division Engineer at Tivoli Office. - The Personnel Divi¬ 
sion of The Panama Canal can tell you where he is if he 
works for that organization. 

If you know in which town he is living, go to the police 
station or to the office of the District Quartermaster in 
that town. Either one can give you his house number. 
Another way to locate a friend is by mail, as the post offices 
make every effort to locate persons to whom letters are 
addressed. In special cases the U. S. O. director might 
make helpful suggestions or inquiries. 

CAMERA FANS, ATTENTION ! 

In the Canal Zone, and in defense bases outside of the 
Canal Zone, there are very definite and rigid prohibitions 
against taking pictures. In some areas even the possession 
of a camera is prohibited. Therefore, before entering any 
area, or taking a picture, the nearest military or Canal 
Zone policeman or naval shore patrolman should be asked 
whether or not cameras are permitted and if pictures can 
be taken. No area should ever be entered with a concealed 
pocket camera. 
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SOME USEFUL SPANISH EXPRESSIONS 

Good morning (afternoon) (evening): Buenos dias. 
Buenas tardes. Buenas noches. 

I don’t speak Spanish: No hablo espanol. 

How are.you? iComo estd Usted? Very well, thank you: 
Muy bien, gracias. 

Where are you going? lA donde va Usted? I don't under¬ 
stand: No entiendo. 

Where is the movie (market) (bank)? iBonde estd el cine 
( mercado ) {banco)? 

When are you coming back? iCuando vuelve Usted? I 
don’t know: No se. 

Do you know? iSabe Usted? Many thanks: Mil gracias. 
More slowly: Mas despacio. 

f Pardon me: Perdoneme. Come here please: Veyiga aqui, 
por favor. 

Let’s go: Vamonos. It doesn’t matter: No importa. 
Very good (bad): Muy bueno (malo) 

q How much is it? iCuanto vale? Too much: Esmucho. 

Where can I buy a lottery ticket? jBonde puedo comprar 
un billete de la loteria? 

' Something cheaper: Algo mas barato. Something better: 
Algo mejor. 

I don’t like it: No me gusta. I have no change: No 
tengo cambio. 

' Give me this one: Deme esto. At what time? lA que hora? 
Now: A hora. Today: Hoy. Tomorrow: Manana. This 
week: Esta semana. Yesterday: Ayer. I cannot: No 
puedo. Don’t forget: No se olvide. All right: Estd bien. 

What are you looking for? iQue busca Usted? 

' 

BOOKS ABOUT PANAMA AND THE 

CANAL ZONE 

Short histories of Panama and the Panama Canal have 
been included in this pamphlet to acquaint you with your 
new surroundings. Those who are interested in reading 
further will find a large body of books and articles cata¬ 
logued in The Panama Canal Library at Balboa Heights. 

- 

< 
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A list of these is available at the branch libraries, from 
which any book that interests you may be obtained on 
order. The Library has compiled a special list of books 
about Panama and the Canal Zone which, except for 
novels on the subject, are kept on a Panama shelf. In 
addition the Balboa Heights Library has set aside certain 
files for loose-leaf material on Panama. Here are a few 

titles selected from a long list: 

“Old Panama and Castilla del Oro ” by Anderson, this 

is a detailed account of the Spanish conquest and colonial 
era and will only interest those specially drawn to history. 
Well written and lavishly illustrated with old maps and 

Pn “The Panama Canal in Peace and War ” by Padelford. 
The most recently published book on the subject is an 
accurate account of the organization which operates the 

Panel rn 3. 

“Panama Gateway ” by Bishop. Written during con¬ 
struction days. • • i 

( ‘Zone Policeman 88" by Harry Franck. Entertainingly 

written account of personal experiences during construction 

‘‘Cadiz to Cathay" by Duval. A scholarly, well-docu¬ 
mented history of the Panama Canal, including the politi¬ 
cal and economic motives that prompted it. 

“In the Wake of the Buccaneers" by A. Hyatt-Verrill. 
The author, a talented writer of travel books, follows the 
trail of the pirates in Caribbean waters and Panama in a 

sailing vessel. Very entertaining. 

“My Tropical Air Castle" by Chapman. An account of 
Barro" Colorado Island that is recommended to lovers of 
nature and wild life. 

“The Bridge of Water" by Helen Nicolay. Although 
directed especially to boys and girls in theii teens, this 
story of Panama is written in a clear, vivid style that will 

interest adults. „ r TT 

“Cup of Gold" by John Steinbeck. The story of Henry 

Morgan, the pirate. . ,, , 

“The Tainted Token" and “Death Comes Dancing by 
Kathleen Knight. Two engrossing detective stories laid 

in modern Panama. 

“Island of Fu Manchu" by Saxe Rohmer. More of the 
same. 
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Pocket History of Panama 

Since time immemorial the Isthmus of Panama, a ribbon 
of land connecting two continents, has been a world’s 
cross roads. When Christopher Columbus discovered 
it on his fourth voyage in the year 1502, it was already a 
land bridge for tribes of Indians who, modern archeologists 
tell us, crossed vast stretches of jungle and mountain land, 
back and forth from Mexico to Peru. 




*■ 





Although the first Spanish discoverers knew nothing of the 
Pacific Ocean, they were convinced that Panama contained 
a strait that would lead them to the coveted Indies, and 
they continued to search for a water passage even after 
Balboa crossed the Isthmus and discovered the South Sea, 
as he called it, in 1513. The Pacific side was found to be 
drier and healthier than the Atlantic, so in 1519 the 
governor, Pedrarias, moved his capital city from Santa 
Marfa la Antigua del Darien, on the Caribbean Gulf of 
Uraba, to the old city of Panama, which took its name 
from the primitive Indian village the Spaniards found on 
the site they chose, which, in the Indian tongue, means 
“Land Abounding in Fish.’’ And less than ten years 
later Francisco Pizarro and his associates set forth from 
this pioneer Spanish settlement on the Pacific Ocean to the 
fabulous conquest of Peru. 


The city of Panama waxed prosperous as a receiving 
station for the gold from Peru, which was transshipped 
across the Isthmus by mule-train or on the backs of human 
slaves, to be transferred to the holds of galleons bound 
for Spain. For one hundred and fifty years, while the 
stream of gold from the Americas swept Spain to world 
eminence, Panama occupied a vital position in the supply 
line between the mother country and her colonial treasure 
house. 


When pirates of rival nations, jealous of Spain’s monop¬ 
oly of this lucrative prize, set out to “singe the beard of 
the King of Spain,” the Isthmus of Panama was one of 
their natural targets. In 1595 Sir Francis Drake sacked 
both Porto Bello and San Lorenzo, the former the Carib¬ 
bean terminus of the Cruces Trail, the gold road from 
Panama, and the latter the fort which guarded the navi- 
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gable mouth of the Chagres River. Rut it remained foi 
Henry Morgan, almost a hundred years later in 1671, to 
lead his reckless adventurers _ right across the Isthmus, 
capture and burn the capital city itself. 

After Morgan sailed away, leaving smoking ruins behind 
him, the Spaniards decided to rebuild seven miles away, 
on a rocky promontory that stretched into the sea from 
the base of Ancon Hill. Many stone buildings which had 
withstood the pirate onslaught were now demolished to 
afford building materials for the new city. Moss-covered 
and century-stained, the beautiful Ruins of Old Panama, 
modern Panama’s chief tourist attraction, are all that 
remain today of the once glorious city. 

The new city proved safe from further attack, protected 
by strong walls from land and sea. But the pirate menace 
increased as Spain’s sun gradually sank, eclipsed by the 
rising naval strength of a lusty young England. Pirates 
infested both oceans. At times they would base for 
months on end on Taboga and other neaib^ islands. 
They also lived on the mainland, consorting with escaped 
African and Indian slaves who were called “cimarrones, 
and whose familiarity with the land and desire for revenge 
were cleverly employed against their formei masters. 

In 1734 Admiral Vernon of the British Navy repeated 
Drake’s earlier exploit and took both Fort San Lorenzo and 
Porto Bello. George Washington’s elder brother, Law¬ 
rence Washington, was a young officer on this expedition, 
and afterwards named his home Mount Vernon in honor 
of his former admiral. 

Bv the beginning of the 19th century, when Napoleon 
temporarily ended Spain’s independence by placing his own 
brother on the Spanish throne, Panama, like all the 
colonies, was sadly decadent. And in 1821, profiting by 
the heroism of the armies of the South American patriots, 

Bolivar and San Martin, she 
pendence without firing a shot. 

Afraid to stand alone in a hostile world, Panama decided 
to join Gran Colombia, which included piesent day 
Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela. This voluntary act 
was soon bitterly regretted. Split by factions, Ecuador 
and Venezuela promptly seceded, and Colombia and 
Panama together formed a new country known as New 
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Granada. The history of New Granada in the 19th 
century is a sorry tale of civil strife. The chief argument, 
inherited from its Independence leaders, Bolivar and 
Santander, was whether there should be a strong central 
government, or a loose federation of semi-independent 
states, and it took a hundred years of turmoil to settle in 
favor of the former. 

The Panamanians bitterly complained during this 
troublous time that although they were taxed and their 
men drafted to fight in the wars, little was done to pro¬ 
vide them with schools, roads, or other civic benefits. 
Therefore, in addition to the political strife, there were 
rebellions instigated by local patriots in an attempt at 
secession. 

This same eventful century, which saw “Liberal” 
arrayed against “Conservative,” and Panamanian against 
Colombian, also witnessed the building of the Panama 
Railroad, the march of the Forty-niners across the Isthmus 
to the goldfields of California and the epic attempt of the 
French Canal Company to build a Panama canal. 

The Twentieth Century brought a New Deal to Panama. 
It brought a successful bid for independence from Colombia, 
achieved on November 3, 1903. It brought a Treaty with 
the United States which guaranteed the independence of 
this newest nation in return for the right to build the 
Panama Canal. This right included granting a strip of 
land in perpetuity which became known as the Canal 
Zone. Ten years of concentrated effort resulted in open¬ 
ing the Canal to world traffic on August 15, 1914. 

Panama’s Constitution, similar to that of the United 
States, calls for a President, a Cabinet, one Chamber of 
Deputies in place of a Senate and House of Representatives, 
and a nonpolitical Supreme Court. Although economic 
and political crises have been as severe here as in other parts 
of the world, only one actual revolution has rocked the 
Republic, on January 2, 1931. On October 9, 1941, a 
bloodless exchange of power took place when President 
Arnulfo Arias, absent in Cuba, was deposed by proc¬ 
lamation and Ricardo Adolfo de la Guardia was peacefully 
chosen as his successor. 

As in the first World War, Panama has today joined the 
United States as an ally, and political relations between 
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the two countries could not be more congenial. The 
population of Panama is mainly “mestizo,” which means 
that a mixture of European and Indian blood predominates. 
But there are also, in smaller percentages, pure-blooded 
Indians, pure-blooded whites, Negroes, mulattos, and 
Orientals. 

Although Spanish chroniclers computed that the conquis- 
tadores found large numbers of Indians living in Panama, 
they w T ere so rapidly destroyed that two decades after the 
first Spanish settlement it was necessary to import Negro 
slaves to do the work. The census of 1940 estimates the 
present population of Panama as only a little over half a 
million. 

THE PANAMANIAN FLAG 

Panama’s flag is divided into four squares, one red, 
one blue and two white. One white square contains a 
blue star, the other a red star. The red color stands for 
the Liberals, the blue for the Conservatives. The white 
is the field of peace and the symbolism is that the two 
historic Colombian parties on the Isthmus, represented by 
a red star and a blue star, joined together on a field of peace 
to form the new Republic of Panama. 


♦ ♦ ♦ 
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History of the Panama Cana! 

The desire for a Panama Canal did not originate with 
20th century Americans, anxious for quick water com¬ 
munication between New York and San Francisco. It is 
as old as the settlement of the mainland by Spanish 
conquerors. The first historically recognized suggestion 
that a canal might be built was in 1519, one hundred years 
before the Pilgrims saw Plymouth Rock. 

In those days, the Spaniards were trying to get to India. 
Magellan’s voyage around the world in 1526 opened their 
eyes to the vast distances that intervened, but then came 
the conquest of Peru, and Peruvian gold made a direct 
water route to Spain even more desirable. In 1529 the 
Spanish King commanded his engineer, Alvaro de Saavedra, 
to survey a canal. This was done over almost exactly the 
route the Panama Canal takes today. But the King was 
told that although the project was feasible, there was not 
enough money in the world to pay for it. 

Undeterred by this pessimistic report, one proposal 
after another for linking the two oceans was brought for¬ 
ward during the next hundred years. Then, in the year 
1616, influenced by a priestly adviser, King Philip III 
put a stop to them. He issued an edict that plans for a 
canal were heretical on the grounds that if God had wanted 
the land to be divided, He Himself would have done so, 
and Man, in attempting to improve upon God’s handiwork 
plainly flew in the face of Providence. 

This document was definitely discouraging to new pro¬ 
jects. In addition, the pirates—the submarine menace of 
the 18th century—were so successful in their depredations 
that after 1740 the Isthmian route was completely aban¬ 
doned and the galleons were convoyed from Peru to Spain 
around Cape Horn. 

One legendary exception was a doughty little friar 
named Antonio de Cereso, who is said to have defied 
Providence, King, and Church, and, with the help of his 
Indian parishioners, cleared the Canal of Raspadura, 
which connected an 8-mile gap between the headwaters 
of the Atrato and San Juan Rivers on Panama’s border 
with Colombia. The purpose of this obscure 18th century 
canal was to carry cacao from the fertile valleys of the 
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Pacific to the Caribbean Sea in Indian canoes and tradi¬ 
tion says that it fulfilled its mission for many years. 

The Panama Canal came into its own in the 19th 
Century. Spain had apron-tied her colonies for three 
centuries. No foreigner could do business with them, 
in fact, could not even cross their boundaries without 
rarely bestowed royal permission. After the Independence 
in 1821, it was open season for all and naturally many 
schemes were devised for supplanting the two month’s 
voyage around Cape Horn. 

international policies were involved from the start. The 
great trading nations—England, France, and Holland— 
watched each other warily, unwilling that another should 
capture this juicy commercial plum. The United States 
entered the field in 1823 with its Monroe Doctrine, in 
which European nations were warned that American soil 
was no longer open to colonization. Finally England 
and the United States signed the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty 
of 1850, whereby each country agreed not to exercise 
exclusive financial or political control over an Isthmian 
canal. 

By this time the question had become momentous. 
Gold was discovered in California in 1848. The march of 
the Forty-niners across the Isthmus increased in volume 
as more adventurers joined the New Crusade. American 
capitalists, who already had a contract to build the 
Panama Railroad, rushed it to completion and harvested 
lush dividends. But although the railroad solved the 
problem of passenger traffic, the high prices charged for 
landling freight and the hazards of transshipment only 
increased the clamor of industry for a canal. 

Twenty separate routes were surveyed between Tehuan¬ 
tepec in Mexico and the Atrato River in Colombia, the 
majority by United States Army and Navy engineers. 
Some of these routes contemplated digging a ship tunnel 
through the mountains of the continental divide, especially 
those in the Darien region. This, needless to say, was 
before modern liners like the Queen Mary were dreamed of. 
A concession, based on a survey by the French engineer, 
Lt. Lucien Wyse, was finally wrested from the Colombian 
Government in 1876. This was sold to a French group 
and in 1881 the New French Canal Company was launched 
by no less a personage than Ferdinand DeLesseps, famed 
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French engineer who built the Suez Canal. The French 
actress, Sarah Bernhardt, enhanced the brilliance of the 
local inaugural celebrations by giving a gala performance 
on the Isthmus. 

The tale of the French Canal Company is that of a stub¬ 
born fight against tremendous odds. Tropical conditions 
were not sufficiently provided against and one report 
estimates that as many as one-fourth of all workers im¬ 
ported died from fever or other causes. In spite of disease 
in Panama and graft in Paris, many fine men performed 
valiant service; and when the money ran out in 1888, more 
than one third of the excavation estimated to be necessary 
had been completed. 

According to the terms of their contract, the French 
concession would lapse if the work did not go on. There¬ 
fore, after bankruptcy, a new company was formed for the 
sole purpose of holding the concession" for a profitable sale. 
During the nineties a small force idled at Gaillard Cut 
while the financiers shuttled between London and Wash¬ 
ington, using every known political dodge in an effort to 
sell out to the highest bidder. 

The Spanish War in 1898 brought matters to a head. 
When the battleship Oregon had to round Cape Horn to 
get from San Francisco to Havana, it was generally felt 
that our national security demanded a canal. As soon 
as peace was assured President Theodore Roosevelt 
tackled the job. A treaty with Colombia was drawn up, 
but politics prevented its passage in the Colombian 
Congress. Long-suffering Panama, convinced that its 
future depended upon winning the canal from Nicaragua, 
its most dangerous rival, revolted in 1903. 

Panama’s first act as an independent nation was to sign 
the Canal Treaty with the United States, which thereupon 
bought out the French rights for $40,000,000. Three 
names stand out as unforgettable among the thousands 
of men and women who contributed in one way or another 
to making the dirt fly in Panama. John F. Stevens, a 
great railroad engineer, planned the elaborate transporta¬ 
tion system that made the work possible. General 
George W. Goethals, of the Army Engineer Corps, carried 
the job to completion. And General W illiam C. Gorgas, 
of the U. S. Medical Corps, is remembered as the man 
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responsible for changing Panama from a “fever-ridden 
pest hole” to one of the healthiest places on earth. 

Ten years after the day in 1904, when the first canal 
diggers were put ashore at Colon, the Steamship Ancon t 
on August 15, 1914, made the maiden voyage through 
the brand new Panama Canal. 

THIRD LOCKS PROJECT 


The largest individual project undertaken on the 
Isthmus since the construction of the Canal is the Third 
Locks Project, a $277,000,000 job. Work on this project 
was inaugurated on July 1, 1941, when the first dipperful 
of dirt from the by-pass channel which leads to the new 
locks was removed. Since that time the work has pro¬ 
gressed steadily, although the program has had to be 
modified since the advent of war. 

Construction of the third set of locks for the Panama 
Canal, wider, deeper and longer than the two existing sets, 
has been considered a necessity by those in authority for 
some time. Larger ships and heavier commercial traffic 
during peace time, as well as the military advantage of 
having a third set of locks located at some distance from 
the present tw r o, were the deciding factors in the decision 
to undertake the work. 
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DO YOU KNOW? 

% 

That the Panama Canal is 50 miles long from deep water 
to deep water? 

That air distance from Balboa to Cristobal is only 36 
miles? 

That the Pacific entrance to the Canal is 25 miles east 
of the Atlantic entrance, which means that this is the only 
place in the world where the sun rises in the Pacific and 
sets in the Atlantic? 

That it cost $380,000,000 to build the Panama Canal? 

That the average ship takes six hours to transit the 


That the locks lift ships 85 feet above sea level and then 
bring them down again? 

That to cross the Panama Canal a ship must take 3 
steps up and 3 steps down? 

That in Panama there are two kinds of mules, army and 

electric? The latter are little cars which propel vessels 
through the locks. 

That the Bremen is the biggest commercial ship that ever 
transited the Panama Canal? 

That the Panama Canal shortens the distance by water 
from San Francisco to New York 7,873 miles, or three- 
fifths of the entire distance around Cape Horn? 
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U. S. O. CLUBS AND AUXILIARIES 

PACIFIC SIDE 

BALBOA-AMADOR ROAD U. S. O. junction Balboa- 
Amador Roads, Balboa. Telephone 2-2839. 

ESTHER WITKIN U. S. O., La Boca Road, Balboa. 
Telephone, 2-1072. 

GAMBOA U. W. S. O. Center. 

PEDRO MIGUEL U. W. S. O. Service Center. 

St. MARY’S HALL U. S. O., San Pablo Street, Balboa. 
Telephone, 2-2851. 

TIVOLI U. S. O., Shaler Road, Ancon. Telephone, 2-1664. 

U. S. O. MOBILE UNIT, Pacific side, Fort Kobbe. Tele¬ 
phone, 2-3492. 

U. W. S. O. Office, Tivoli Avenue, Panama Telephone 
Panama 3165. 

ATLANTIC SIDE 

BOLIVAR AVENUE U. S. O., Cristobal. Telephone, 
3-2163. 

CRISTOBAL U. S. O., Old Cristobal, near ferry landing. 
Telephone, 3-2464. 

GATUNU. S. O. A., Hospitality House. Telephone 5-371. 

U. S. O. A. Office, Texas Oil Building, Cristobal. Tele¬ 
phone 3-1334. _ 

U. S. O. REGIONAL OFFICE, in Lodge Hall next to 
Chase National Bank, Balboa Road, Balboa. 

O 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 



MOV 25195 


NOV 211952 


Dr* Alexander Wetraore, Secretary 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 2 $, D* C* 

Dear Doctor Wetmores 

On behalf of the U* S* National Museum, I take pleasure 
in acknowledging the receipt of a christening doll used in a 
mock ceremony held at Chimin, Provincia de Panama, Republica 
de Panama, Sunday, February 19, 1950, and found later with 
the effects of the Smithsonian scientific party operating in 
the vicinity of Chiman. 

We are very glad to receive this valuable addition to 
the national collection of dolls and puppets* Your written 
description of the mock christening proceedings, which is 
being filed with the accession papers is particularly useful. 
The specimen has been entered on the records of the U. S* 
National Museum as a gift in your name, for which please 
accept iry thanks* 



Sincerely yours. 


Remington Kellogg 
Director 
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The black-face muneca forwarded with this memorandum, 
was obtained at Chiman, Provineia de Panama, Republics de 
Panama, in February 1950 under the following circumstances. 

Ch Sunday, February 19, we were told that there was to be 
a"christening" in connection with the usual "carnival'* hilarity 
common to all villages in Panama at this season. In afternoon a 
dozen boys came down to our house bearing formal written invitations 
in delightfully pleasant archaic Spanish asking us to participate. 

My own note read 

"Na Seflor na Alejandro na Sefiorita na Arcenia Reina F. 
na Tengo na honor na nombra na ustedes ns padrinos na hija na 
segunda na Rey na bautizo na sera na hoy na 5 p. m. 

Na espero na su asistencia 

Na Rey " 

About 5:00 p. m. a group came down from the higher houses 
asking contributions. One man wore a false beard of dangling cotton, 
another carried a wooden sword and wore a pasteboard crown. 

There were two drums. We gave them about a dollar, they danced 

the Congo for a few minutes, and then moved along with many calls 
of "Viva los gringos. " 

About 6:00 p. m. the four of us, W. M. Perrygo, Ratibor 
and Yaroslaf Hartmann and I went up the steep path to one of the 
higher houses where there was a small dance platform, and when 
we found our companions for the ceremony. A table in the c,r ter 



of the space held the black mufleca. Between its knees was a 
little blue-eyed, white china doll to represent "El Principe. " 

Various gifts were brought and placed on the table-kettles of 

sweetened orange juice, and oranges mainly. We sent out and bought 
hard candy as our contribution. 

The master of ceremonies, a man, was dressed in a long 
white robe of thin material decorated with embroidery. The queen 
(head of the work society) was a young woman, 22 to 24 years old 
with a stony face, highly intelligent. A long conversation ensued 
with the man asking questions about the one to be baptized, the queen 
answering that came to a climax with the final inquiry "Quien de 
el nifio, and the queen answered "parece hijo del gringo!/' There 
followed a mock baptism when the "padre" drank from each of the 
containers of orange juice, following which glasses were passed to 
us. The ceremonies concluded with a grand scramble for the 
candies and oranges. 

Dancing, mainly the congo, followed. About eight the crowd 
moved to a larger dance floor lower down in the village where dancing 
continued through the night, including an early visit and some 
dancing in our house after which the crowd went away. We learned 
later that as a closing act of the ceremony the doll was hidden in 
some house, and later "discovered. " with a mock trial following the 
alleged theft or abduction, and imposition of a fine. In the present 
instance the black doll was hidden among our things, but in the 


drinking that followed was forgotten. We found it six weeks or 
so later during our preparations for departure from Chiman. On 
unpacking our field gear in Washington later we found that one of 
the boys had secreted the doll in one of the boxes that we shipped 
to the National Museum. 


Alexander Wetmore. 
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August 24, 1950 

Dr. Herbert C. Clark, 

Director, Gorgas Memorial Laboratory, 

Panama City, Republic of Panama. 

Dear Dr. Clark: 

Dr. Kellogg and Dr. Setzer have recently brought to my 
attention the copy of your report of 27 July relative to the Rio 
Platanal Expedition which has interested me and pleased me greatly. 

It is good to know that you had such excellent success. You were 
wise to choose the locality that you did, since this is much more 
easily accessible than the region I entered last March, farther to the 
east. 

Old Jose Ortega is a character and as good a jungle man 
as I have ever had. I had a very high regard for him and hope that I 
can have him with me sometime on another trip. Rosendo is more 
the type that you find near Panama City and will bear a little watching, 
as he has certain attributes that we ordinarily look for in the city 
slicker. 

You evidently lived in the same little house that I rented 
although I think that they cheated you a bit on the rental, as by the 
month I paid only $10. 00, so that I got by for six weeks on fifteen 
bucks. 

The material that you have been sending in from these 
expeditions has been highly interesting and valuable as addition to 
our collections. Kellogg beams whenever he mentions it and the other 
boys are equally enthusiastic. It is good of you to take this interest. 

If at any time you have any difficulties relative to identifications, let 
me know and we will check it up immediately. 

I have not seen Colonel Siler lately but probably will be in 
touch with him some time soon. We are fellow members of the 
Washington Academy of Medicine which has an occasional meeting 
during the winter. You may wonder how I got in on this, and I will 
say that I have been somewhat puzzled by it myself. The organization 
is made up of about one-half clinicians and about one-half ^ men who 
are in scientific work here in Washington whose activities fringe on 
medicine. When I returned from Panama this last time, I found 
that during ray absence, when I was unable to protect myself, I had 
been elected president of the organization, which I told the men I 
thought was a mistake but without redress so far as my relief is 
concerned. 



Dr. Herbert C. Clark 


August 24, 1950 
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I had to go to Sweden in June but now have the matters of 
the International Ornithological Congress fairly well in hand. I am 
now working again on bird collections from Panama and Colombia. 

With my kindest regards, I am 


Sincerely yours. 


hs 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 



August 23, 1950 


Office of the Quartermaster General, 

Research and Development Branch, 

Department of the Army, 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Attention: Dr. Ray Trichler 

Gentlemen: 

I am writing to inform you that in connection with a 
recent field expedition I made on behalf of the Smithsonian 
Institution to collect specimens of birds and to study their 
distribution in remote jungle areas in Panama, I had as part 
of my equipment one of the hand-operated Engstrum Guns, 
issued by Mr. Paul Engstrum, for experimental testing, and 
the #2 Insecticide. The latter was given to me for testing 
through Dr. H. G. Eederer of the Biological Laboratory, R. 

M. Hollingshead Corporation. 

In the course of this work, a base was established in 
the small village of Chiman on the Pacific Coast of the Republic 
of Panama, about 90 miles east of Panama City, and from here 
I worked back into the interior by dugout canoe to the head of 
that type of travel, and then walked in with porters to the isolated 
mountain range known as the Serrama de Maje. Near the coast, 
the party was quartered in small native houses of various types, 
while at our inland camps, we constructed ramadas, these being 
shelters made of poles with thatched roof of palm leaves, and 
completely open sides. 

In such work, the two principal concerns with insects 
are (l) the health of the workers, and (2) the protection of our 
specimens and equipment from insect damage, particularly 
from ants. We lived for most of the time in shelters that were 
completely unprotected. 
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Our specimens were kept in special containers and 
were put out regularly during the day on racks in order that they 
might dry. Ants are especially injurious unless there is proper 
protection against them. I beg to advise that the use of insecticide 
and the spray gun on the supports of the dry racks and around the 
storage containers was wholly effective so that we had no trouble 
whatever. 

In addition to this, we used the spray against flies 
and mosquitoes in our camp quarters, and against cockroaches, 
flies and mosquitoes in the native houses. In all instances it proved 
entirely effective and the amount required for protection was sur¬ 
prisingly small. 

The compact features and sturdy construction of the 
Eng strum Gum were especially valuable in view of the rough nature 
of travel. The gun did not leak fluid and held up in every way during 
the work. I have added this Eng strum Gun and type of insecticide 
to the items listed for permanent field equipment for future expeditions 
of this kind. 

I am 

Very truly yours, 



A. Wetraore, 
Secretary. 
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August 3, 1950 


Dr. H. G. Lederer, 

Director, Biological Laboratories, 

R. M. Hoiiingahead Corporation, 

Camden 2, New Jersey. 

Dear Dr. Lederer: 

In November 1949, you were kind enough to forward 
to me three cans of your #2 Insecticide, as supplied the United 
States Quartermaster, due acknowledgment for which was made 
in my letter to you of November 28, 1949. 

The Insecticide was used in a hand operated Air-O-Spra 
during a field expedition in a remote area in eastern Panama. 

The field work was concerned with the collection of birds for 
scientific specimens. We lived in part in open houses and in 
part in open temporary shelter made in the jungle. Our specimens 
were kept in special containers and were put out regularly on 
racks in order that they might dry. 

Our main concern which regards the specimens is the 
destructive action of ants which occasion much trouble. The 
use of the Insecticide on the supports for the drying racks and 
around the storage containers was wholly effective and we had 
no trouble whatever. 

In addition to this^ we used the spray against flies and 
mosquitoes in our living quarter^ and in the native houses against 
ants, cockroaches, flies and mosquitoes. In all instances it 
proved entirely effective. I may add that the amount required 
for protection was surprisingly small. 

I have added the Air-O-Spra and this Insecticide to the 

items for permanent field equipment for future expeditions of this 
kind. 

I had no occasion to use the Deodorant furnished at the 
same time so have no report to make on this. 



Dr. H. G. Lederer 


August 3, 1950 



I enclose three photographs that may be of interest to 
you as illustrative of my remarks. The native house is one that we 
used temporarily at the village of Maje near the mouth of the Rio 
Maje. The camp scenes are in the lower level of the Cerro 
Chucantx in the Serrama de Maje. 

May 1 explain that it is only recently that my photographs 
have been available and that since return from Panama I have been 
absent in .Europe on business matters. This has delayed my 
report until the present time. 

Thanking you again for your attention and cooperation. 

I am 

Sincerely yours. 



A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 
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Mr, Paul Eng strum, 

. ( ,A’ 803 Dupont Circle Building, 

® 1346 Connecticut Avenue, N. W. 

, Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Eng strum; 

May I recall to your attention your kindness in assigning 
' to me one hand operated ^ir-O-Spra ) Mo. 88 for experimental 
testing, for which I made acknowledgment under date of November 

8, 1949» 

I beg to advise that I used this hand spray during field 
work in a remote section of the eastern part of the Republic of 
Panama during February and March last, and that I found it highly 
successful. 

I was engaged in the collection of specimens of birds 
for the TJ. S. National Museum and much of the time lived in shelters 
similar to those shown in the accompanying photograph. Our speci¬ 
mens were kept in trays in fiber containers and were set out 
regularly each day to get the air, in order that they might dry 
properly for shipment. Occasionally we were quartered in native 
houses where similar prirrttive conditions prevailed. 

Our main concerns in this work are guarding specimens 
against ants which are highly destructive, and resistance against 
flies, including mosquitoes. 

I beg to report that the Air-O-Spra proved highly effective 
and that with judicious use of it we experienced no trouble. 

The instrument is compact, carries well in that the fluid 
does not leak as in the ordinary type spray pumps, and I look for¬ 
ward to use of this particular instrument on future expeditions. 





Mr. Paul Engstrum 


August 3, 1950 



The only suggestion I have relative to it would be 
some modification under which the spray would operate continuously 
when directed downward, without necessity of tipping it up at a 

sharp angle regularly to fill some inner chamber with fluid to 
be expelled as vapor. 

I enclose herewith two photographs taken at a place 
known as Ch&rco del Toro on the Rio Maje, a base camp used 

during studies in an interior mountain range known as the Serranxa 
de Maje. 

May I explain that it is only recently that my photographs 
have been available and that since return from Panama I have been 
absent in Europe on business matters. This has delayed my 
report until the present time. 

With thanks for your attention and cooperation, I am 


Very sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 

hs 


Enclosures 



AIR-O-SPRA 


S U R F-A-S P R A 



Paul 


£> 



Enustrum 



1001 

WA 


PAUL. ENGSTRUM ASSOCIATES 




ROOM 803 DUPONT CIRCLE BLDG. 
1346 CONNECTICUT AVE. N. W. 
WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 
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August 2, 1950 


Mr. Ratibor Hartmann, 

Gorgas Memorial Laboratory, 

Apartado 1252, 

Panama, Rep. de Panama. 

Dear Ratibor: 

I was pleased to have your letter some time ago and to 
learn of your further travels. I went to Sweden myself the first of 
June and was gone until the 20th, in attendance at the scientific 
meetings. The flight across was quite interesting and not at all 
difficult. I left the airport in New York at.11 o'clock one morning, 
and after stopping in Newfoundland, Scotland and Norway, reached 
Stockholm Sweden about 11: 00 the next day. 

Sweden was a highly interesting country and in addition 
to the meetings, I had opportunity to get out into the country in 
several places and to see the country life and something of the 
living birds though I was not able to do any collecting. After two 
weeks, I found that 1 could understand a fair amount of the conver¬ 
sation around me though the pronunciation of spoken Swedish is 
something that it would take months to acquire. However, 1 had 
no special difficulties. My only specimen from this trip was from 
a species of crow known as the Jack-daw, one of which I found 
dead in the street one day. This I made into a study skin and brought 
home with me. 

Do you remember the little Yellow-breasted Pepper 
Shrikes, Cyclarhis, that I collected at Maje and across the bay from 
Chiman? These proved to be a nice new form that I shall describe 
presently. In the big perdiz I find that one specimen that I shot at 
the top of the ridge above our camp at Quebrada Cauchero belongs to 
the darker race of eastern Panama, while those lower down near the 
camp are the form that was found all along the Pacific side of the 
Republic. 

As you see, I am working on these collections and finding 
numerous interesting things. 

With this I send you a few photos that may be interesting 




Mr. Ratibor Hartmann 


August 2, 1950 
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for your album. I enclose also another envelope with four pictures 
in it that I wish that you would give to your brother when you have 
an opportunity. I started to mail them to him direct but then found 
that I was not wholly certain of his address. I thought that I had made 
a note of this but apparently if I did it has become lost. 

With the hope that all is well with you and with my 
kindest regards to you and to Papi, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


A. Wetmore 

Secretary 

hs 

Enclosures 



August 2, 1950 


T/S D. L. Bartos, 

5612 Rescue Boat Squadron, 
Rodman, Canal Zone. 


Dear Sgt. Bartos: 

1 trust you have not forgotten the small party of 
scientists with an unending amount of gear that your 
crash boat hauled to Chiman the middle of last February. 
At the time, 1 said that I would send you a few pictures 
of your boat, and have pleasure in enclosing three shots 
herewith. I forward two extras of the one in color in 
case you wish to send them or give them to some one 
else. 

I have been a little slow in getting to this since, 
although I returned to Washington early in April, it took 
a little time to get my photos in order and before this 
was completed, I had to make a short trip to Sweden. 

You and the men with you were very kind to us 
and I greatly appreciate the help. 

With my kindest regards, I am 


Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary, 
hs 
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Juiy 28, 1950 


Jose Manuel Ortega, 

Chiman, 

Republica de Panama. 

Muy amigo Jose: 

Por medio de esta carta tengo oportunidad de 
escribir a usted mis saludos, y de mandarle aigunas 
fotografxas sacadas en el viaje nuestro hasta las lomas 
de Cerro Chucantx, La gran cosecha de pieies de 
pajaros lievada en mis baules esta ahora en mi iaboratorio 
donde estoy muy ocupado examinandolas. 

Muchas veces cuando toca el radio la musica de las 
estaciones latinas peinso en usted, mi buen amigo, y ios 
dxas de cacerxa en los altos de Maje. 

, Esperando que ande usted siempre en buena saiud, 
y sin otras noticias al momento, que do 

S. S. S. 


Alejandro Wetmore 


July 28, 1950 

Sefiora Maria Romero de Jimenez, 

Chiman, 

Re pub lie a de Panama, 

Estimada Doha Maria: 

Ya hace tres meses que he regresado a los Estados 
Unidos de mi ultimo viaje a Panama, llegando yo y mis 
colecciones de pieles de pajaros todo en buena condicion. 

Por causa de mis ocupaciones en la oficina y la necesidad de 
hacer viaje a Europa hasta Suecia es solamente en las dos 
ultimas semanas que he tenido la oportunidad de arreglar mi 
album de fotografias sacadas en febrero y marzo en Chiman. 

Con esta carta tengo mucho placer de mandarle alguna 
copias de usted y sus graciosas nietas que espero Ueguen en 
seguida en sus manos. 

Tengo muchos recuerdos agradables de mi estadia 
en esa donde espero un dia regresar, si Dios quiere. 

Esperando que se encuentren usted y su famiiia en 
buena salud, y sin mas noticias por el momento, quedo 

S. S. S. 


Alejandro Wetmore 


July 28, 1950 


* 

a 

Rosendo 

Chiman, 

Republica de Panama. 

Muy amigo Rosendo: 

Como recuerdo de mi y de Perrygo tengo 
placer en mandarle por medio de esta carta 
algunas fotografias de los viajes en el campo 
Chimafio en busca de pajaros. 

Esperando que se encuentre en buena salud 
y sin otro asunto, que do 

S. S. S. 


Alejandro Wetmore 


July 28, 1950 


Francisco Ayala, 

Chiman, 

Re pub lie a de Panama. 

Muy amigo Francisco: 

Con esta carta tango mucho placer en mandarle 
algunas fotografias de los viajes nuestros rios arribas 
de Chiman y Maje, que traeran a usted mis recuerdos de 
los dias pasados en esa. 

Estoy pensando en otro viaje en los campos 
panamefios per hay que trabajar muchos meses mas aca 
antes que sea posible. Tengo siempre pensamientos los 
mas agradables de mi estadia en Chiman, y de la gente 
simpatica que encontre alia. 

Esperando que se guarde en buena salud, y sin otro 
asunto al momento, quedo 

S. S. S. 


Alejandro Wetmore 
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Customs Form 4455 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
10.8, 10.68, C. M. 1943; 

10.8, 10.28, 10.42, 10.68, C. R. 1943 
January 1945 


BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 


No. jdlr . 


APPLICATION FOR AND CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OF ARTICLES TO BE EXPORTED FOR REPAIRS OR ALTERATIONS, 
PERSONAL USE, TOURING, ETC., ALSO THEATRICAL EFFECTS, MOVING-PICTURE FILMS, AND TRAVELERS’ SAMPLES 


/ • 




To the Collector of Customs: 


Port of JA.._A / . LlA +1 . .19. 


Application is hereby made for inspection and certificate of registration of Jbhe following 
articles to be taken out of the United States, viz: A f 4 *) i 3 / 6 K 

m #9 *g 

(i'-vu '1 r ' ¥‘,J L^Pl-44 (/r.cc. *t !}& i i yi 

(This space for use of examiner. If expor¬ 
tation is for repairs or alterations, notation 
, should be made by examiner on both copies 
as to whether the work to be done is believed 
to be within the purview of Sec. 10.8, C. R. 
1943.) 

(Describe fully, giving quantity, material, color, type, make, identification numbers, etc. One unmounted 

. U„cdl/'.c u C-i i\ t.'i A c • ?it ■- U .... 


photograph may be required) „ / / [ 

~LdLjx _ idlLSUA^l _..._ 




$*' /TT«^ J r _ _ _ • J * 1 m , • « . « . . .4 



Owner . Lj 4 


IDO U d 

/U% tj ^4 14 %. 


Obtained from _ Place 

(Dealer) 



To be sent or taken abroad for the purpose of ..._irntr._ 

(Repairs, alterations, personal use, touring, etc.) 


(Address) 


I 


(If for repairs or alterations, state nature thereof) 

To be shipped as on the i’fZfAt yf._ on or about _^-*.-jZ.ZZA_,Z_, 19. 

(Freight, A>aigagefetc.) ‘- 


.**■ 

o 


(Carrier or mail) 

I declare that the above statements are correct and true. 

(Sign here) 






i 






Place ..... Time...... 

(Articles must be delivered to appraiser for inspection. If such delivery is impracti¬ 
cable for any reason, state on line above the place and time when inspection is desired) 


L 2! £ f " '4 


Capacity_Z_Z----/_ 

2L..7/. 

Address 



c .. t -. i 


t 


>•4 ■{- % t 


)L 





C« 4 &.. W -A- 


Declared to before me on_ IQ&J? 

To the Appraiser: You will examine the above-described articles and make your return hereon. 

To the Inspector: You will supervise the packing, transfer, and lading of the jp^ove-described articles, and make your return 

hereon unless otherwise directed. 


Office of Appraiser, Port of - 



, Acting Deputy Collector. 

t 



I certify that I have examined the above-described articles and find the articles in all particulars to be as set forth above 
unless otherwise noted. ****** 

f * mmJfc 10 i ** i J ^ ~ ~ L */ r , ] „*«'*** . _ /? 


1-4_, 19JlA 


n i 


m * p ■ si i vv 

---- 4 --—-■- 




., . __ r ... 

V* —•"y’ --J A ^ — —--r—•——— — — — £*• — — — - — — -— — —— ——---.--a— — — -—— ---— - 

Examiner. Appraiser. 

INSPECTOR'S RETURN 

To the Collector: 

I certify that I have supervised the packing and transfer of the above-described goods and found them as described above, 


except as noted, and supervised the lading thereof on board the_____on 

(Carrier or P.O. Register No.) 

Station ,..., 19 


., 19 . 


., Inspector. 


This form to be filed in duplicate, one copy to be retained as customs record, and duplicate, when signed by appraiser or collector, to be delivered to applicant as a 
certificate for presentation to customs officers when articles are returned. If returned through another port, original must be transmitted to collector at port of entry 
on request. No fee. 


U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 


16-9627-1 
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A-143 Msay 19A950 

Hie Harvard . Jiueon locpeditiwi i9J>0 under the sponsorship of 
harvard Ur&vereity nd the institute oi* dco^rapuieal hkploration 
oi' iaarvarcl university will conduct an o*tiitholo t ;icol survey 
exjKJciition in .em this om-jor* ihc expedition, under the hirec- 
lion oi* r. uaten fox ;.J.g £ -j, XX, a student at harvard urUi one 
of tlw uiroetore \f the harvard ndem oxixjuition, will be cari'iod 
out in cooper-tion vdth Cr» *. <bort Cush^jja Lurphy ( ho’s ho) of 
the iuurieuri > asour:. of Natural Uiatory. r* cna his 

fiwijJ oeiutea XL/l ijt\ . y £i v vi cliub ievado ioi’urjcjn (il,?6w feet; and 
nei. hihoriiv; po<«3, and to u?&e a survey *f the bird Life of the 
regi on, v Uich .Is north it xiiMt 9 - v.ru* Unsir ->t:i;or werk vi.ll 
include phot» ? rrsphy aid a certain asouat of surveyini both frost 
. 00 ru-.iiic nrchneoXo- ictl points of view* y'my .!so pl:.ai to 
cld ik) „. tf * Jt, ■. lcantuy {2o,5U> feet/ lit u.e Coral Xieru Vi.Lc&pd»upa. 

It in ijivici.ot-.Lod Shut the tork of tiio expedition till £©t under 
-.vry around 13* 1/50 h«» the party leaves for . load via 
* r-ari i *oriCi 4 i«v race -imiays .mi should ne cwploieo ho: iotits© in 
the iseeoad week in Je«tor.bor, accovdin. tio .vrosent plena* 

r. .uat .ii *j. -j r. has rc^ueston L -.0 t.e jurt. tat to toolst in 

* ^ » «* 

cle.-fia. the expedition *s acio.-t^.ic e jui* 1 .cat \uu food supplies 
wiifou U . oruvi-ji cisLotaa* do states that t .10 o nipifsoni, a repro- 
uo. dative fiat of titleu iy Ubfcncicd, . 1 . 1.1 to c>aa ; ,.neci tot ilie 
..n‘ic.n jfx*asy, c/o «tr* Iborfc •.* iesoeke, Civil ttacno. 

lb- iou h the* exact date of ship, cut is uncertain fit present, it was 
coni j plated t,u.t thoa© flats "..euld be siilped via '.'.race Line, 

Xu i; «JVwr j? hot- fork 3, now fork, on or about the week oi* 

..<>;/ 14, 1V50* • r* iutS has aeou advised to' send a cosuplete liat of 

o: ; uix*aont, to^otiior with siu^jiatt, line t»id ostisiated drle of arrival, 
directly to the ■j.dbasoy as soon a a it has h„on dtioped. 

.jr* «J*.» j.-j'Ojj-ji, uii’octoi- of two Institato a cola, lea del *eru, 
.partado 2i5‘?, iiiuh, > oru is fmiliar with U».; plana of tin. expedition 
iuv* has infonacd ^.r« d /:-a 0;;xb the lustliato '..dll provido space for 
atnrapc of the o^uipsitont uutdL the party arrives. 
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UN k &>lb 3 

In fciie ciscroUon >f the uffloor in &mx£ 0 * rlotiee extena *XL w*o* 
o.iito «ssisft£a«e in bbt» n». P* clc; -ce 1 ji‘ *>•« 0 ' 

e xioout Mui «*b„.ic iv^ropilat© ©xart.*>i08 to ****** «*■ t“® - 
i*rrivi.l. last xi* pcirnomwA in corpoditioti . ill bo ior-wum*. suusm^W- 



roll. da i*v list ol Xteao to oa stiij/.'eo from . or. Soi.c, ••«*.-. .vovk, 

via the -race iJLiiC, to UOl*> # -eru, Vy t“- -*varu .4«ka» 

x^ouition, 45 Goxlid t e ..ill .v>ad, Ca..brid : ;o 3S, ...aaoncm^etta, 

uod: -:^>»«cjbois.tely 5^0 Ids. of asocial decorated i?raooo«©d ior 

uoo on the expedition, and certain oti.or xte n oi food not 

r®** 3j-X y ol>fc *d< OiAit 

uriot. fV.ci:o. prtjfc-ctod Ytoaolco; 

p^xs ■' Wet-t 

t^j. - 6<x a.i^ f*i.«ASsa 

M ,..t fi9ihv4j-*to<i pocootioa joupo 

vPc-wIoroci . 'Otato- p vU <ui tfa\& 

r MLnuta ft oe 

;:,;r U«e Wdaii jUOO of cXL-M;.; xaujitnina, 

' L ^~ U :>to i JojhU‘ u.osu Iso certain instruiiuntn for .^tooroioi.i- 
cd all tol« unnuUa-* to about L>uO jjou.idoi 

7/1 (,« v.Lou J\1 -in .©;>« - about V50 foot 
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4 «. y x 7 it it.; .«a ©coasorib* 
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l»f» i‘.jw . 'io,^!} j jXt<r>- . *oovo xiiti vloWiinj., 
xco Dru.po<tt> 
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May 12, 1950 

Mr. S. J. Eckerson, 

General Drafting Company, 

21 West Street, 

New York 6, New York. 


Dear Mr. Eckerson: 

I appreciate yours of May 10 with the new map 
of Panama and also the reference map of South America 
enclosed. I note that you are revising the Panama 
map and enclose herewith a minor correction: 

At 6 N, R\c Maje should be written with an accent, 
as I have given it. 

I may add that I have just returned from travel in 
that section and find another map discrepancy that you 
might keep in mind, although probably you may not wish 
to make any change until the question has been acted 
upon by some of the name-fixing authorities. 

At 6 M-N, you will note two rivers emptying into a 
bay near Chiman. The names on these two are confused. 
The one at the west marked Rio San Francisco should be 
Rio Chiman. The one shown as Rio C himan is properly 
the Rio Francisco Ruiz. This hea<ds on the Cerro 
Francisco Ruiz in the Serrama de Maje. I have given 
this information to Colonel Petit of the Inter-American 
Geodetic Survey that possibly it might some time be 
corrected on base maps of the area. 

Sincerely yours. 


hs 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


CABLE ADDRESS • DRAFTING. NEW YORK 


OTTO G. LINDBERG, President 

i • 



GENERAL DRAFTING CO., Inc. 

_ MaJwt aJzcfid- 

21 WEST STREET 
NEW YORK 6, N.Y. 



May 10, 1950 


Mr. A. Wetmore, Secretary 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. 

Dear Mr. Wetmore: 

Thank you very much for your letter of May 8 and 
for the two first-hand corrections on our Esso Standard 
Oil road map of Panama. 

We certainly appreciate your taking the trouble to 
call these changes to our attention, for we are right 
now revising this base map for another edition. 

It is gratifying also, to know that you have found 
the Esso map useful enough to wear out your copy. We 
are enclosing an additional copy as replacement, and 
will send you a copy of the new edition as soon as it 
comes off the press. 

I am also enclosing a reference copy of our new Esso 
ma.p of South America on the chance that you have not 
yet seen it. 



SJE:CB 
Enc. 




May 9, 1950 

Mr. Karl Curtis, 

P. O. Box 524, 

Gamboa, Canal Zone. 

Dear Karl: 

The package o£ stirrup® must have come north on 
a freighter since the parcel only reached my hands yesterday. 

I had begun to be worried about it until 1 talked to Mrs. Stirling 
who told me that her parcel from you had taken at least a month 
to come through, so that I did not write you about it as I had in¬ 
tended originally. The package came in good condition. I enclose 
herewith my check for $52. 53 in payment, being $51. 98 for the 
stirrups and postage, plus $0. 25 for exchange on the check. 

I appreciate your kindness, particularly the reduction in price that 
you have made. 

My journey home was uneventful as I came straight 
through by air on April 9 with three hours delay on the ground at 
the Miami airport. It was cool in .Florida and has been cool for 
most of the time since my return to Washington. However, spring 
now is well advanced. 

The collection of birds came through promptly about 
ten days after my own arrival. The specimens are ail unpacked 
and are about ready now to be cataloged. It is unquestionably one of 
the finest I have made and includes a number of kinds that we have 
never had before in the National Museum. I am delighted with 
them and am looking forward to their study. 

I have seen the Stirlings briefly but have not had a 
chance to visit with them. We are planning on getting together soon 
for a good old Panamanian evening. 

My visit with you and Mrs. Curtis was very enjoyable. 

I remember with much appreciation the ducks that were the center 
piece of the dinner. 

With my kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 



A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


Enc losure 
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May 8, 1950, 


General Drafting Company, Inc. 

21 West Street, 

New York 6, N.Y. 


Gentlemen: 

About two years ago you were kind enough to send 
me a copy of your Esso Road Map for the Republic of 
Panama, which I have found of very definite use during 
two visits within the last two years to that Republic. In 
my travels I have noted two corrections that you may care 
to note for future editions. 

In the Province of Herrera, western Panama, at 
GH 8 you show a hard surfaced road, passable in any weather, 
a short distance west of Divisa leading down to Ocu. Actually 
this is a black-topped road. I traveled this highway last 
February to find that it was actually a black-topped road better 
than the one you show in red leading from Divisa to Las Tablas. 
In other words, it is a paved highway. 

On the Atlantic coapf the road leading west from Gatun 
terminates at theRfo Salud at J 4-5, as was determined by one 
of our parties working there last year. 

If these small additions are of any value will it be 
possible for me to secure another copy erf the map since the 
one that I have used for two seasons is best described by the 
Spanish term as “gasuido.” 

Very truly yours, 


lp 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 
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Form 2966 



To be filled out at the 

DISPATCHING EXCHANGE 

Olhct 


(Date Stamp of Mailing Office) 


/*<> 




OPTION OF PARCEL 
er Box, Pacfca&fiESBa® 


DES, 
(State whd 


Gross Weight (Parcel) 
Net Weight (Contents). 


Insured No 


ozs. Amount of Insurance 











































Dispositions de VexpedUeur 


Senders must provide for 
disposition, striking qg0T 

> mi m nm . mu t mu 1 1 mu iiiiiiwiiiii 

employed, as follower 

wammmmm •WMMRanM*'- • & -jxi — - ^Flvt 

IF UNDELIVERAfE Agj| 
Au cas de non-livraiscn. t. U di 


Iter native 

lnests not 


(B) m MrantlO!r. > a' 

Abandonne . f| 

(C) Return to sender 

Renvoye a Vexpedite 

guaranteed. 

» Its Ikais d. 


turn tfhaMes 
Ls’engage & pa 


etonr 


(Signature of sender — -Signature de VexpedUeur) 


(Address of sender —A dr esse de VexpedUeur) 


The address of the package, box, bag, etc., should be 
written below as well as on the package, etc., itself. 

i . , f ' if - ’'T 

1 $ 




addressee —Nom du dtsUnatctire) 


Rue et numero ) 





(City, Province, State, etc.,— VUle, Province, 

Dfpartement, etc.) 


MR 31759—-Panama Canal — 4- 26-49—50,00 



































Leo Maynulet 
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Special Services section 
Latin American division 

Run AuEarot/v Would Airways System 










































Presidente de The Star 8c Herald Co. 


DIRECTOR DE 


Estrella de Panama 




























Antonio Rodriguez 
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SPECIAL SERVICES SECTION 
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Lt. Earle H. Dornheim, 

Submarine Officers Quarters 


Naval Base 



May 2, 1950 


Mr. Ratibor Hartmann, 

Gorgas Memorial Hospital, 

Balboa, Canal Zone. 

Dear Tibor: 

Perrygo has brought me the accompanying publication 
and list that were promised to you during our work in Panama 
1 am pleased to send them on with compliments from both of us. 

The bird collection is now identified as to species and 
is nearly ready for cataloging. I still have to replace some of 
the labels that were spotted badly during the two rains that we had 
in camp. This, however, will not take long. I have found numerous 
interesting birds in making the identifications, a few of which I did 
not recognize as different during our work in the field. It is always 
a surprise when a collection is laid out to pick out some of the un¬ 
expected novelties. 

Spring is with us here in Washington and it is raining 
today as it probably is in Panama. However, it has been quite cold 
for the last few days though it should warm up soon. 

The collection of birds looks very good now that every¬ 
thing is laid out where we can examine it. In looking over the 
skins that you prepared, I find most of them are in good shape 
though I would suggest that in future work you perfect your method 
by making sure that the toes are pulled back in place so that they 
do not project at the side and that you are getting smooth lap of the 
cotton, particularly on the back. The main observation I would 
make of your skins is that you have the tendency to shorten them 
somewhat. These are ail matters that are eliminated with practice. 

I am sure that yourspecimens now are a decided improvement cvar 
my own first three or four hundred. 

Sincerely yours, 


A. Wetmore 
Secretary 

hs 



April 28, 1950 


a.w£ i More 


APR 28 !350 


_i 


Received of Dr. A. Wetmore $196.77 and an expense account of 
$1 ,60?.23 as a refund of an advance of $1,800.00 made January 
31, 1950 by the Smithsonian Institution in connection with an 
official trip to Panama. 


o-v-vo. 

Treasurer 

Smithsonian Institution 






Treasurer 


Dr. A. Wetmore April 27, 1950 


I beg to forward herewith expense account covering 
field work for the Smithsonian Institution in Panama from 
February to April 1950, under an advance of funds from 
the Institution for $1800. 00. 

The account in question covers expenditures of 
$1603. 23. I enclose herewith my check for $196. 77 as 
refund to cover the difference. 

A. Wetmore 
Secretary. 

hs 


Enclosures 



b 


Field Expedition to Eastern Panama 1950--Expense Account for Dr. A. 

Wetmore and W. M. Perrygo. 


¥ 


1949 

Dec. 28 1 small fibre case for field use $ 

1 case canned bacon " " " ) 

1 tarpaulin " " " ) 

29 Leather dressing " " " 

1950 

Jan. 5 40 pkgs. dried soups " " (2) 

23 Fee for renewal of Perrygo’s passport 

24 Medicines for field use as per voucher (3) 

Feb. 2 Charge for $1800 in express checks 

Trade articles for field use 
Station porter 

4 Lv. Washington via R. F. & P. 2:00 p.m. 

(Unless otherwise noted, subsistence and travel expenses 
are for self and W. M. Perrygo, assistant) 

5 Breakfast 
Pullman porter 

Arr. Miami, Fla., via A. C. L. 11:15 a.m. 

Station porter 
Porter at airport 

Lv. Miami, Fla. , via Pan Amer Airways 8:00 p. m. 

6 Arrive Tocumen Airport, Panama - 12:30 a. m. 

Porterage on baggage 

Bus to Tivoli Hotel 
Hotel porter 
Waiter fees 
Hotel porter 

Taxi for trips to Albrook Field and American Embassy, 
3-1/3 hours % $3. 00 

Taxi for trips to Gorgas Institute and other points in 
Balboa, 2 hours % $3. 00 
Hotel porter 

Taxi to telegraph office and telegram to Ocu 

7 Breakfast 

Hotel (2 days) (4) 

Hotel porter 
Taxi to station 
Station porter 

Lv. Panama City via P. R. R. 7:10 a. m. 

Arr. Barro Colorado Island 9:30 a. m. via launch from 
Frijoles 

8 Meals and lodging at Barro Colorado Island 
Gratuities 

Lv Barro Colorado Island 4:00 p. m. 

Arr. Balboa, C. Z. 5:50 p.m. 

Taxi to Officers Club, Albrook Field 
Dinner 



4. 57 

12. 38 
7. 92 
1. 02 

5. 00 
1. 00 

20. 84 

13. 50 
3. 57 

. 75 


3. 55 
1. 50 

. 75 
1. 00 


1 . 00 
2. 50 
.75 
1. 00 
. 25 

10. 00 

6. 00 
.25 
2. 00 
1.45 
30. 58 
1. 00 
1 . 00 
, 50 


8. 00 
2 . 00 


2 . 00 

2. 75 


1950 Panama Expense Account 


2 . 


1950 

Feb. 9 Breakfast 

Lv Albrook Field 11:00 a. m. 

Lunch en route 

-^Ja so line Arr Ocu, Panama 4:30 p. m. 

'■"Hotel porter 

11 Hotel and gratuities to breakfast 
Lv Ocu 8:30 a.m. 

Lunch at Santa Clara 
Arr. Balboa 4;30p. m. 

100 oranges for field use 
Dinner 

12 Breakfast 
Assistance in Chiman 

13 Breakfast 
Gasoline 

Airmail on exposed film 

Knapsack 

2 blankets 

l hammock 

Jacklight 

6 bulbs 

camp supplies 
lunch 

dish towels 
ink 

mucilage 

groceries 

drayage on field equipment (paid by Zetek on arrival in 
Balboa) 
groceries 
12 pounds beans 
rope and nails 
field supplies 

W. M. Perrygo miscellaneous in connection with trip 
dinner 

14 Transportation & expenses - & Yaroslav Hartmann, field 

breakfast assistant, Chiriqui to Panama City 

groceries 

camp supplies 
lunch (2 guests) 
camp supplies 
braad 
dinner 

15 breakfast 
Hotel 7 nights 

Lv Balboa 10:30 a. m. 

Arr. Chiman, Panama 2:30 p.m. 

Transfer field equipment from boat to shore 

16 Chicken 
assistant 

17 one bird 


1. 35 


. 70 
2. 80 
. 25 
14. 25 

2. 75 

. 80 
2. 75 

1. 25 

2. 00 
1. 25 
1. 32 

.80 

1. 25 

13. 00 

2. 50 
6. 50 
1. 20 

14. 35 

2. 65 

1. 32 
. 34 
. 10 

5. 12 

8. 50 
32. 09 
2.40 
2.00 
17. 50 
4. 58 

2. 75 
22. 00 

1. 25 
49. 65 

6. 30 
. 60 

6. 30 

3. 25 

3. 25 
1. 25 

14. 00 


3. 00 
2. 00 
1. 00 
. 10 



1950 - Panama Expense Account 3. 

1950 

Feb. 18 Laundry $ 2. 10 

Services of man - 1 day 2. 00 

Household expense 1.10 

21 Household expense , .80 

Laundry 1.90 

22 Services of man 1. 00 

Laundry 1. 10 

Household expense 1. 10 

Services Jose Ortega- * 2 days 4. 00 

Hire of cayuco - l/2 day . 50 

28 Eggs 1.25 

Laundry 2.00 

Mar. 1 Services of Rosendo - 9 days (S $ 3. 00 27. 00 

Charge for cayuco - 9 days C$1. 00 9. 00 

Services of Jose - 6 days C$2. 00 12. 00 

Grocery bill at Chiman (5) 25. 70 

Laundry 1. 50 

50 oranges .25 

2 Left Chiman 12:30 p. m. 

4 Arr. Quebrada Cauchero 1:00 p.m. 

4 porters 4 days each @$3. 00 48. 00 

Cayuco hire for porters C$1. 00 4. 00 

2 men, 5 days each C $3. 00 30. 00 

Cayuco hire - 5 days C$1. 00 5. 00 

19 8 porters for 4 days C $3. 00 per day for transport Quebrada 

Cauchero to Charco del Toro 96. 00 

Cayuco hire to transport porters 4 days C $ 1. 00 4. 00 

20 Eggs and coconuts 1. 00 

21 Laundry 2.00 

25 Food for camp use 4. 20 

Two men - 2 days C$3. 00 each 12. 00 

Cayuoo - 2 days 2. 00 

29 Charge for storage on camp supplies during trip in mountains 

March 3 to 20, 1*1 days # $ !. 50 (paid on way out) 25. 50 

30 Household supplies .40 

Hire of 2 men - 4 days C$3. 00 24. 00 

Hire cayuco 4 days 4. 00 

31 Household expense .90 

April 1 Laundry 3.00 

Services of man l/2 days 1. 50 

3 Services Jose Angel Ortega March 1-31, April 3, 32 days #$2.00 

64. 00 

Laundry 1. 10 

3 House rent in Chiman (used for storage while absent elsewhere) 

1-1/2 months @$ 10. 00 15.00 

3 Services Francisco Ayala as cook Feb. 15 to April 3, 48 days 

C$2.00 96.00 

Grocery bill 9. 45 


Services Rosendo, March i to 31, April 1 & 3, 33 days # $3. 00 99. 00 



1950 Panama Expense Account 


4. 


1950 
Apr 3 



5 

6 

7 



Hire of cayuco March & April $ 20 . 00 

Services Yaroslav Hartmann as field assistant Feb. 14 

to April 3, incl. 7 weeks @ $20. 00 140. 00 

Expenses(allotted) for return Y. Hartmann to Chiriqut 20. 00 

Lv Chiman by Air Force crash boat 4:15 p. m. 

Arr. Balboa 6:25 p.m. 

Breakfast 1.25 

Lunch Z \ 60 

Air mail on parcel of exposed film to Washington 1 . 60 

Freight charges on shipment field equipment & specimens 

Balboa to Washington, D. C. 92 . 56 

Lodging fpr W. M. Perrygo, Officers Club, Albrook 

Field, 1 night (7) 1. 00 

Laundry (Perrygo) ( 8 ) . 83 

Breakfast .75 

Services of Ratibor Hartmann, Feb. 15 to April 3 % $125. 

per month (9) 200. 00 

Gasoline _ 57 

Entertainment 2 . 60 

Left Balboa 7:10 a. m. 

Arr Barro Colorado Island 9:00 a. m. 

Lv Barro Colorado Id. 4:10 p. m. 

Arr Balboa 6:00 p. m. 

Breakfast . 75 


Reimbursement at Albrook Field for expenditures on 
behalf of expedition during my absence in Chiman 
Postage (official) 

Food for camp use 

Postage charges April 3 to 8 official. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Gasoline 


Room at Officers Club April 3-7 inclusive 5 nights % $1. 

, , ( 10 ) 

Laundry ( 11 ) 

Transfer to Tivoli Hotel in Ancon, porters tips 
Telephone 

Hotel bill (including dinner for 4 guests, official) (12) 

Fees 

Hotel porter 


Bus fare Ancon to Tocumen 
Handling baggage 

Excess baggage Tocumen to Washington 4 kilos (& $ 1 . 67 
Lv Tocumen airport 3:05 a. m. 

Arr Miami, Fla. 7: 30 a. m. 

Porterage on baggage at PAA 

Porterage on baggage at Natl. Airlines 

Trans, req. issued for ticket Miami to Washington, D. C. 

Telephone (Official) 

Lv Miami via Eastern Airlines 10:20 am 
Arr Washington, D. C. 2:00 p.m. 

Baggage porter 



1. 25 
4.40 
. 18 
. 75 

1. 50 
1. 02 

5. 00 

2. 11 
2. 00 

. 10 
15. 58 
1. 50 
. 50 
1. 20 
. 75 

6. 68 


. 50 
. 50 

. 10 


. 50 



5. 


I 

1950 Panama Expense Account 

.90 

10. 60 

$ 1603. 23 


$ 1800.00 
1603.23 


1950 

April 9 Taxi airport to cffice 

10 Cash expenditures by W. M. Perrygo, Canal Zone 
to Washington, D. C., April 4 to 6 (Mr. Perrygo 
preceded me on return) (13) 

Total expenses 


Advance of funds from Smithsonian Institution 
Total expenses incurred in field 
Amount due Smithsonian Institution 


$ 196.77 






April 24, 1950 


Captain Hugh W. Randel, USAF (MC), 
Albrook Air Force Base, 

Canal Zone. 


Dear Captain Randel: 

The photographs with yours of 20 April are sincerely 
appreciated. The water tank certainly looks massive and 
impressive. I enjoyed our day on the Island and appreciated 
your company. 

My journey home was rapid and uneventful and I have 
been busy since my return with routine matters here in the 
office. Perrygo and I have extracted two botfly larva each, 
three of which are duly pickled for the Museum collections. 

I still harbor one that I am holding so that a physician friend 
of mine may get some motion pictures. However, I am getting 
a little tired of the creature as a boarder and plan to take him 
out some time soon. 

Please tell Mrs. Randel that I duly delivered the package 
to Miss Cochran in good condition. The collections from 
Panama are in, have been unpacked and I am busily checking 
preliminary identifications as other matters permit. I 
have already in plan my next year’s trip. 

Sincerely yours. 


hs 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 



April 21, 1950. 


Mr. Ratibor Hartmann, 
Gorgas Memorial Hospital, 
Balboa, Canal Zone. 


Dear Tibor: 

The Friday after 1 saw you last I drove Colonel Potter 
and his son out to Pec ora. La Jagua and Chico, la the after¬ 
noon we went up the Pec ora River but found the road closed 
before we got to the pass between Cerro Azul and Carbunco, 
Apparently this has not been opened since last year. To that 
point the road was fairly good. Saturday 1 was busy all day 
and then Sunday morning* at 3:00 a.m. left on the plane for 
the north. I changed planes at Miami and then came through 
reaching Washington that afternoon. 

Our collections and equipment reached the National 
Museum two days ago. The skins have now been unpacked and 
arranged, and we are now getting them in order for cataloging. 
My supposition that some of the forms were going to be new to 
science is being verified as I have already picked out several. 
Everything has arrived in good shape so far as we have unpacked. 
My photographs have come out very well. Some time during 
the summer 1 will send you a few as soon as I have time to get 
them catalogued. The expedition has been highly successful 
and I enjoyed it thoroughly. I appreciate greatly your help and 
companionship in the work as well as that of Yaroslav. I pre¬ 
sume that he has returned by now to Chiriqujf. 

Let me hear from you as I should like to know how the 
survey that you are making with Dr. Clark proceeds. 

JT 

With kindest regards, I am 

i Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 

Ip 



Albrcok AF Base, C. Z. 
20 April 1950 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore 
Secretary 

Smiths or: ian Ins titut e 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Dr. Wetmore, 

Inclosed are two photographs of the water tank on Barro 
Colorado in case you forgot to Snap one. 

As before, I certainly enjoyed the trip to the island and 
our visit with you. Since I will not be able to go school next 
year I have requested a six month extension mn Canal Zone. We 

are looking forward to seeing you again next year. Did the 

* 

gusaro emerge and was it a new species? Regards to Perry. 




INTER AMERICAN GEODETIC SURVEY 
United States Army Caribbean 
Box 2031, Balboa Heights, C. Z. 


20 April 1950 


Mr, A, Wetmor©, 
Secretary 

Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, 0. C, 




Dear Mr, Wetmore, 

I wish to thank you for your letter relative to your 
expedition into Serrania de Maje region of Panama, and also for 


information relative to names in that region. 

It was also gratifying to learn that your trip was 

successful and that this office was able to assist in a small way 

> 

in this scientific venture, 

I hope that you will feel free to call on us for any 

* 

assistance we can furnish on your next trip to this region* 

Sincerely, 



FRANK A. PETTIT 
Colonel, CE 
Director 


FAP/gp 


I 








April 20, 1950 


Lt. Col. M. m. Potter, 

Caribbean Air Command, 

Albrook Air Force Base, Canal Zone. 

Dear Colonel Potter: 

I will not apologize for not having written you earlier since I know 
you understand what I found on my desk on my return to Washington after 
a two months absence. I came through without delay on Sunday, April 9, 
leaving Tocumen at 3:00 a. m. and reaching Washington early in the after¬ 
noon. My field gear and boxes of specimens were delivered at the National 
Museum yesterday. 

I wish in this letter to thank you most sincerely for ail of your 
friencuy attention during this last trip to Panama. I have written General 
Beam expressing my thanks, telling him definitely that the success of my 
work was due to the cooperation rendered by the Air Force. 

It has been truly a pleasure to me to know you and Mrs. Potter and 
your family, and I hope that I may see you here in the United States. 
Perrygo and I often speak of you. 

Search for the missing bed parts is underway and I hope will be 
successful. The boarder that I had in my ankle in the form of a botfly 

is ^^w ^eserved in a bottle of alcohol for the National Museum 
collections since that is the way the entomologists wanted it. 

Dr. Gazin has written me that the matter of tools for the jeep has 
now been cleared up satisfactorily. If there are any overlooked details 
relative to his work or mine, please let me know immediately and I will 
clear them up. Dr. Gazin has just written me of the kindness of the 
Air Force in sending out a truck to gather his material and will look 
forward to its arrival here in Washington. 


I hope that your trip into the Cerro Azul was interesting and 
successful. 


Sincerely yours. 


A. Wtmore, 
Secretary. 


THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Panama, R.P., April 19, 1950 



MAILING ADDRESS: Box 2016, Balboa, 


Canal Zone. 


AIR MIL 


I APR 211960 



Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

It was very thoughtful of you to write me your 


letter of April 13 saying that your expedition had 
been successful and explaining why we did not have 
the pleasure of seeing you again before your departure. 
We are learning to use the Field Book of Birds and 
thank you again for your generosity in no vi ding us 
with this copy. 

With warm regards, and looking forward to seeing 
you upon your return to Panama, which we hope will be 
soon. 



Dr. A. Wetmore, Secretary, 

Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington 25, D. C 












April 18, 1950. 


Colonel Frank A. Pettit, 

Director, Inter American Geodetic Survey, 
United States Army Caribbean, 

Box 2031, 

Balboa Heights, Canal Done. 


Dear Colonel Pettit: 

You may remember that I called at your office 
in the early part of February relative to the trip that I was 
to make into the SerranCa de Maje, I am pleased to write 
that my work in that region was completely successful, and 
that I came out with an excellent collection of birds, the 
first to be made, so far as I am aware, in that region.^ The 
mountain work was especially interesting since I found that 
the western end of the range on the Pacific side was de¬ 
finitely wetter than X had anticipated. I feel quite sure that 
this condition will be reflected in the scientific specimens 
concerned, and that some of these will prove to be new to 
science. The information that your office gave me relative 
to the region proved to be invaluable. 

I returned to Balboa the evening of April 3 to find 
in my mail certain matters that required my return to 
Washington as promptly as possible. Due to the coming Holy 
Week, and the accompanying holidays, I was unable to call on 
you prior to my departure much to my disappointment, I wish 
to thank you sincerely for the help that you gave me. 

ta brief report, I made contact in Chiman with 
Eustacio Villareal, recommended by your office, and had definite 
help from him. Eust&cio was^fll himself but brought me men 
who served me weUj, price#; how. are a little higher than 
formerly since wages now are $3.00 without food, $2.00 with food 



la our work we established a base camp on 
Quebrada Cauehoro and from there worked up to about 
2000 feet making hunting trails up the cuehillas to give 
access to the higher ridges. The trail to the western 
end of Chucantf is too steep to allow much hunting. We 
worked also at other localities near the coast and came 
out In the end with nearly 1,000 specimens, including 
« 225 species of birds. I am expecting the arrival of these 
birds here in Washington this week. 

The information I have now will enable me to 
plan another trip into this area next year, and to get into 
some of the higher mountain areas that I did not cover 
this time. In connection with my work 1 made a few 
notations relative to place names that may be of interest 
to you. I enclose them for whatever they may be worth. 

Thanking you for your attention, and with my 
kindest regards, I am 


Sincerely yours. 


A, Wetmore, 
Secretary. 



1 . 


Pechito Parroa should be Pechito Parado. 


2. On many maps the names of the two main branches of the 

Rfo Chiman are reversed. The "Rfo San Francisco" 
is properly Rfo Chiman which is the western branch. 
The eastern branch of the Chiman is called the Rfo 
Francisco Ruiz (not San Francisco). 

3. The small islet, opposite the town of Chiman, which is not 

named on most maps is Xsla Capote. 


4. The high projecting rocky point on the eastern end of 
Cerro Chuc&ntf is known as Cerro Maestro. 


5. C hue ant f and Maje, wherever used are spelled with accents 
as indicated. 


6. The point marking the western boundary of the bay at the 
mouth of Rfo Chiman, not marked on most maps, is 
known as Punta MadroRo. 


7. There is a sad little town of fishermen and charcoal burners 
of 12 - 15 houses called Maje at the mouth of the Rfo 
Maje. I have not seen it marked on any map but as it 
seems to be permanent it may be desirable to include it. 



The Treasurer 


Dr. A. Wetmore April 17, 1950 

I beg to enclose herewith cash register receipt 
for $4. 03 covering two looseleaf notebook covers required 
in my scientific work. Please give me reimbursement, 
charging to the allotment for miscellaneous expenditures 
under the Office of the Secretary. 

A. Wetmore, Secretary 
Smithsonian Institution 


hs 



April 18, 1950. 


Brigadier General R. Beam, 

Commanding General Caribbean Air Command, 
Albrook Air Force Base, 

Canal Zone. 


Dear General Beam: 

I regretted very much that the Holy Week holidays, 
and an urgent message for my immediate return to Washington, 
prevented my seeing you personally prior to my departure for the 
north following the close of my field work in eastern Panama, 

May 1 express to you, through this letter, my sincere appreciation 
for the assistance that 1 have had from you and from various 
members of the Air Forces under your direction. 

You will recall I was taken into Chiman on the 
Pacific coast about 90 miles east of Balboa on February 15 by one 
of the Air Force crash boats, and that I finally came out, through 
prior arrangement, on April 3. My work was completely success¬ 
ful and I secured a representative collection of birds of this section, 
including the lower slopes of Cerro Chucantx. This material 
constitutes the first study to be made of the kind in this area, and 
it is, therefore, a very definite addition to the collections of the U.S. 
National Museum. 

In Chiman I arranged the necessary native assistance, 
worked first on the R{o Chiman, and then moved around by sea in 
cayucos to the Rfo Maje. On the latter stream we went in by cayuco 
to the head of tidewater, and then walked in with porters to the 
interior mountains over a trail that had been made by Army engineer 
to a radar station maintained there during the war. We made a 
permanent camp on one of the streams, and from here cut hunting 
trails up the mountain ridges to an elevation of about 2000 feet. We 
came out in good health and with all of our collections intact, these 
including 970 study skins of birds of 225 species. Some of them I 
am certain are new to science, and a number I have never seen be¬ 
fore alive. 



2 - 


1 wish to express especially my appreciation to 
L,t. Gol. M. E. Potter, of your office, who was most interested 
and attentive and gave me every possible assistance relative to 
my arrangements, both at Albrook and during the period that I 
was in the field. 

I am greatly indebted also to the men operating 
the large crash boats, for their efficient assistance in handling 
gear in and out of our cayucos at Chiman, and on the dock at 
Balboa. This is a fine group of well trained and active men. 

Our quarters in the Officers’ Club at Albrook 
during our stay before and after our expedition were most com¬ 
fortable. Major Peters provided transportation in the form of 
a jeep that gave me full freedom in the transaction of business in 
Balboa and Panama City. 

The work was completely successful and I am truly 
grateful to the Air Forces under your command for the assistance 
that made this possible. 1 know this region that I entered 
sufficiently now to realize that another expedition into the higher 
elevations is necessary, and I hope that 1 may be in a position to 
make this second trip next dry season, going in over another trail 
that I have partly explored. 

1 have a letter in the mail this morning from C. L. 
Gazin, paleontologist of our staff, felling me of the success of his 
work in excavations o£ fossils in the Azuero Peninsula. 1 
appreciate greatly your kind assistance in these investigations, 
particularly the use of the truck that brought the collections to 
Balboa. The Air Forces have been of very considerable aid in our 
scientific program in Panama. 

With my kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours. 


A, Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


Ip 



April 17, 1950. 


Dr. Roy L. Sexton, 

1801 Eye Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 

l$V 

Dear Roy: 

Herewith some further data on my worms that may be 
of interest to you. The species is usually called the Human 
Bot Fly, Dermatobia hominis (Linnaeus, Jr.) It is a forest 
species ranging from Mexico south to northern Argentina, but 
apparently absent from the West Indies. 

The adult fly is about 12 mm. in length and superficially 
has some resemblance to the ordinary bluebottle fly. The female 
catches mosquitoes and other species of flies, and glues her eggs 
to the abdomen of these insects where they are carried about 
for from 5 to 15 days. The eggs hatch while the carrier is in 
contact with the future host. If the carrier fly is a mosquito or 
other blood sucker it may supply the opening by which the parasitic 
larva enters the skin. If not, it may get in through a hair follicle 
or some place where the skin is moist and sweaty. 

The larva develops in a pocket, opening to the outside. 
Sometimes there is pain connected with its presence and sometimes 
not due probably to location near sensitive nerve dndings, and to 
the individual reaction of the carrier. The larva develops through 
three stages (some Entomologists claim there are four). Larval 
life runs usually from 5 to 10 weeks but may extend over three 
months. The mature larva finally enlarges the opening, drops to the 
ground, and then pupates. In due time an adult fly emerges. 
Ordinarily so long as the larva lives there is no trouble from it, 
except a serous discharge. Sometimes, however, this discharge is 
said to be troublesome. 1 have never seen such a one. 

The larva is best removed by plugging the opening with a 
heavy oil, beeswax, chewing gum or some heavy salve. In due 





course the larva has to let go In order to try to get air. It 
should he removed by pressure on either side of the opening. 
Natives often anesthetize the worms by putting on moist tobacco. 

The one that I showed you apparently came out 
some time during the afternoon and was lost since the place has 
healed and I have had no other indication of it. 

I am aoryy that we had a dry run so far as your 
pictures are concerned, but I will not promise to raise another 
one for you! 

The larvae left with you are in the second stage. 
Please let me know when you have taken your pictures so that I 
may send for them as they are to be preserved in our collections 


Sincerely, 


A, Wetmore, 
Secretary. 
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April 13, 1950 

Honorable Monnett B. Davis, 

Ambassador to Panama, 

Panama City, Panama. 

My dear Mr. Ambassador: 

I returned to Balboa in the late evening of April 3 after seven 
weeks in the field on a highly successful expedition. I was able to 
get into the mountains I had hoped to visit and to make a good collec¬ 
tion of natural history material, particularly birds. The region was 
uninhabited and it was necessary to make most of our trails. We 
came out in good health and with many pleasant memories of our 
investigations. 

Matters here in Washington demanded my prompt return so 
that because of the holidays incident to Good Friday, I did not have 
opportunity to call at the Embassy before leaving for the north. 

I regret very much not having had the pleasure of seeing you again 
and trust that you will understand that this was due to the requirements 
of my office hare in the north. I am very grateful to you and to your 
office for the letter from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Panama, 
that was given to me at your request to recognize my work. This 
served its purpose admirably in my contact with the Aicaldla when I 
established headquarters in Chiman. 

I am pleased to learn that the copy of "Field Book of Birds of 
the Panama Canal Zone" has reached you safely. 

I look forward to a return to Panama next year. 

Very sincerely yours. 


hs 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Alii MAIL 


March 29 , 1950 


Dr. A. Wetroore 
Garej Mr. James Zetek 
Canal Zone Biological Area 
Drawer 0 

Balboa, Canal Zone 
Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

Before your departure for Panama, you requested me to advise you 
regarding the arrangements for the transfer of the Weber bird collection 
from Miami to Washington. At the time of his visit to Washington, an 
arrangement satisfactory to Mr. Weber was made. Mr. Brooke Meanley was 
sent to Miami to assist Mr. Weber with the packing of the collection. 

Bird skins were transferred from a number of the steel cases that Mr. Weber 
desires to retain to other cases. This reduced the cost of the shipment 
by more than half. Shipment was made by van. The shipment has now arrived 
at the Museum and is being fumigated. Some of the cases in this shipment 
must be returned to Mr. Weber, and the others can be disposed of in some 
appropriate manner. Mr. Weber, according to Mr. Meanley, was very hospitable 
and put him up in a room in his home. Mr. Meanley, however, took most of 
his meals at a nearby restaurant. 

Dr. Dunkle has returned to Washington from Cuba. His collection 
totals some 3000 lbs. and comprises a number of a very choice specimens of 
fossil fish and a few vertebrae of plesiosaurs. Dr. Dunkle also made a 
collection of ammonites for Dr. Cooper. I have had no recent word from 
Dr. Gazin. Dr. Foshag is quite satisfied with the results of his studies 
on Guatemalan jade. He reports that he has found some types of jade that 
were new to him, as well as source materials and abrasives. 

By now you have undoubtedly heard from Mr. Graf regarding the decisions 
made by the House Committee. 

With best wishes, I remain 


Sincerely yours 



Director 



UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
NATIONAL AIR MUSEUM 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 



NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 



March 27, 1950. 


Dear Dr . Wetmore: 


This morning, awakening to the songs o£ the robin 


and the song sparrow, I realized that spring is officially here and 
that your work in Panama will soon be at an endj We have had a 
good bit of rain in the past few days with Bladensburg road under 
water as usual. This morning there is dense fog with rain promised 
for this afternoon. So many of our people have been out with the 
flu so that some of the work we had hoped to do has had to be put 
aside to help others keep up with the current work. However, we 
are almost back to normal again! 


The enclosed note from Mr. Graf concerning our 


appropriations is self explanatory. Since you are due back two 
weeks from today we thought you might like to be informed of some 
of the latest developments! 


Mr. Burkett telephoned to ask about reservations 


for Sweden. I hope that you have a friend looking out for you since 
so many are finding it impossible to get reservations. Mr. Lincoln 
so far hasn’t been successful - not even a plane reservation can be 
had he said! 


We had word last week that Mr. Blackburne passed 


away. He was a nice old gentleman and had a long and useful life. 

Mr. True has made application for retirement (re¬ 


duced annuity) to be effective May 31. I was surprised indeed for I 
had no idea he entertained such an idea. 


There is nothing else of importance to tell you. 


Our very best wishes for a pleasant homeward journey to you and 
Mr 0 Perrygo. 


Since 

































UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
NATIONAL AIR MUSEUM 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

mrshmytfrn 2SJJ.G 


USA. 


NATIONAL GALL FRY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


March 27, 1950. 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

On Wednesday last, the roof fell in on us. The Ombibus 
Appropriation Bill was reported to the full House Committee on 
Appropriations, beginning on Monday, and they adopted the report 
by Tuesday evening. We were unable to get any information from 
the papers broken down as far as the Smithsonian, so Jack and I 
went up to the Committee Room and were able to get some of the 
unnumbered committee reports. Every one of our requested in¬ 
creases was approved except the Clark Mountain Observatory and 
the $2,260, for Astrophysical Observatory ingrade promotions. We 
received our pay increase funds in full. But here is the payoff. 

Our reduction of $163,510 from the estimate is made up of $77,260 
A. P. O. new funds (Clark Mt. &c Ramspeck) and $52,750 from the 
A. P. O. and $33,500 from B. A. E. of old funds . In other words, as 
the Committee approved the bill, there would be available for the 
Bureau $40,535 as their total allotment as against the present payroll 
of about $72,000, and for the Astrophysical Observatory $52,750 total 
allotment as against the present salary roll of about $99,000. In the 
case of the Astrophysical Observatory, their residual appropriation 
was simply cut in half, For the Bureau of American Ethnology 
it was somewhat less than half. These cuts would, of course, emasculate 
both units. As to the Astrophysical Observatory, the Committee re¬ 
port shown on the attached memorandum to Mr. Fleming would, if we 
accepted their 50-60 year criterion, mean that it would all have to be 
taken from solar investigations; and this would leave only about $18,000 
in this allotment. Of course, between us, they thought that this was 
all one job since Radiation and Organisms had not been discussed and 
they thought they were leaving in half of the continuing appropriation. 
However, in the memorandum to Fleming, we simply followed what 
they said in the Committee report and assumed that thef ull cut must, 
on the 50 or 60 year basis, be taken from Solar Investigations. What 
we finally do, if action is necessary, is another matter. 

I just managed to catch Mr. Fleming before he left town, and 
he has dictated a letter to Mr. Cannon recommending that these funds 
be restored on the House flocr in a committee amendment. 

Regardless of Mr. Cannon’s industry in this direction, it is 
going to be a tough job since the cry for cutting of government spending 
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has been growing ever since you left, and according to newspaper 
articles, there will be a sustained floor drive to cut the total bill 
still further, or recommit it with directions to have it cut. We 
are making every possible try to get our funds back, which means 
1st on the floor of the House, and 2nd through Senate action. 

There is as yet no word as to when we will be heard although 
the Senate Subcommittee has started hearings on Independent Offices. 
Our hearings may not come up until shortly after the first. If 
possible I will ask that they be postponed until the very last possible 
date if there is a chance you will be back. Word from you as soon 
as you hit the Zone would help our planning. Apparently the Senate 
Committee is a bit confused over how they will conduct the hearings 
now that House action is public. Before the issuance of the Committee 
report and the consolidated bill, they were hearing in the same manner 
as the House, although they were taking less time. Latest report is 
that they will proceed as before but opportunity will be given for 
testifying on House Committee action. The bill is taken up by House 
on 27th and is expected to be through the House by April 5 - perhaps 
last of March - though this is doubtful. 

This whole situation is more worrisome, but I have drawn in 
Jack, Kellogg, Mit, Aldrich and Matt in order to put up our best 
possible argument. The memorandum to Mr. Fleming was rewritten 
about five times. 

(Fri) Just had a call from Mr. Fleming and he has asked for 
a more specific memo - spelling out more completely what these cuts 
would mean in terms of loss. We had lunch Thursday with Senator 
Anderson and wishes the information for him for use when the matter 
comes up in the Senate. Hope House action will settle it, but we 
can’t afford to take a chance as we are looking uphill, and obtaining 
restorations will not be easy on matters not related to defense or 
subsidies. 

Sincerely, 

J.E. Graf, 

Acting Secretary. 
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NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


March 9, 1950. 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

We all enjoyed your interesting letter. Sitting here 
at my desk, with automobile horns blating, and airplanes droning 
overhead, it is difficult to visualize a spot so peaceful and serene 
as the one you describe. “No one lives on our river” sounds a 
bit eerie and lonely but a camp beside a stream, with a forest 
and mountains in the background, would be a welcome haven, if 
only for a little while, to one constantly harassed with problems 
of civilized living, I do not envy you but it would be nice to 
have the experience of such solitude. 

Dr. Kellogg was delighted to hear of your good fortune 
in securing such a fine specimen of otter. 

With regard to your request for a bill of lading to ship 
your outfit, I telephoned Miss Weiss and she informed me that 
Dr. Gazin had made a similar request. Knowing that in the past 
you had not made shipments in this manner she thought it best to 
ask the advice of Mr. Fyfe and wired him as follows: 

“Do you advise the use of government bill of lading by 
our staff in shipments from Panama?” 

And his reply: 

“There is no advantage in regard to ocean freight rate 
using government bill of lading from Panama 
to the United States. We suggest your staff 
forward under commerical bill of lading.” 

Apparently the manner in which you have handled 
shipments in the past is the best way. 

We assembled some furniture (a cradle, spinning 
wheel and butter churn) for Senator Anderson, heirlooms that 
have been in his family for 200 years, and he was very appreciative. 
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A check for $10,000 from Miss Maxwell’s estate 
was received yesterday. 

Dr. Kellogg just stopped in to say that he has made 
arrangements to have the Weber bird collection brought to 
the Museum by truck. 


So many of our people are out with the flu. Today it 
is windy and cold but the sun is shining. The usual every 
day problems are being taken care of as they come along, 
and life goes on here as usual. We all send our very best 
wishes to you both. 




MEMORANDUM 


American Embassy 
Panama, R, P., March 8, 195° 



Mr, Earl 0 , Finnic 
Dr n Charles Lewis Gazin 
Mr, Ernest C , Joppsen 
Mr, John I, Lerom 
Mr, John Lund 
Mr, Walton P, Sellers 
Col, Daniel S. Stevenson 
Dr, Theodore E, White 
Dr, Alexander Wetmore 
Hitson M« Perrygo 
Joseph Mauro 


From: J. J. Dempsey 

Subject: Applications for membership in The American Society 


As explained at the luncheon yesterday, the Public Affairs Office 



annual dues of $5,00. 

According to the Ambassador’s suggestion, those interested should 
join immediately for the society mil hold an outdoor barbecue party in 
honor of President Arnulfo Arias on Sunday, March 19, at the Las Cumbres 
homo of Herbert Knapp, president of the society. 


More information and application blanks may be obtained from the 


Public Affairs Office, 



JJDompsey/om 
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Panama, R. de P, 


March ?, 1950 








Dear Dr. Metmore: 












It was most timely and thoughtful of you to instruct 
your secretary to send me a copy of the "Field Book of 
Birds of the Panama Canal Zone", by Bertha Bement Sturgis 
Mrs. Davis and I shall derive a great deal of benefit, 
pleasure and satisfaction from this publication, and we 
both thank you very much indeed for your thoughtfulness. 

I feel that your secretary, or the mail room at the 
Smithsonian Institution, may have misunderstood your in¬ 
structions and sent this book by air mail at a very high 
cost, when the ordinary mail would have brought it here 
with very little delay?. Even air mail express would not 
have been so great had the package been addressed to our 
Canal Zone post office box. I believe the rate is twice 
as great to Panama. 






Mrs. Davis and I hope you will not fail to cotae to 
see us when you return from your field work in Darien 
Province, and with renewed thanks for the bird book, I am 


Sincerely yours. 



£ 




Dr. Alexander Tfetmore, 

c/o Mr. James Zetek, 

Balboa, Canal Zone. 





Vx> -4 

* 
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NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


March 1, 1950 


Dr. A. Wetmore 

Canal Zone Biological Area 

Drawer C, Balboa, Canal Zone 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

We were pleased to read your letter of February 
19 to Mr. Graf from Chiman. 

Miss Kramar has five copies of ’’Field Book of 
Birds of the Panama Canal Zone”. I have written a 
covering letter and will send one copy of the book, enclosing 
your card, to the Ambassador in Panama City. 

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter you 
received from the Asst. Attorney General concerning 
final action in the Gellatly case. 

Enclosed also you will find copy of a letter from 
Fred E. Wright concerning presentation of the Elliot 
medal and honorarium. The meetings are from April 24-26. 

Dr. L. A. Adams of the University of Illinois 
is taking a Caribbean trip on a Lykes freighter starting 
March 17. He plans to visit BCI--the ship stays at 
Cristobal for a week. A credential has gone to Dr. Zetek 
and I have asked Dr. Adams to write to Dr. Zetek giving 
time of arrival, etc. 


You will be glad to hear that the report concerning 
Dr. Stewart is not true. It seems that Mrs. Stewart’s 
excitement at that time may have been the cause for the 
premature diagnosis. He took one nitroglycerin tablet 
which knocked him out, and when he recovered he took another.’ 
He is back at the office again. 


Regards from all of us to you and Mr. Perrygo. 

Sincerely, 



Enclosures 



































































DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Washington, D. C, 

HGMiMCT 
145—142 »1 

Feb 28 1950 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore 
Secretary, Smithsonian Institution 
V. ashington 25, D, C. 

Re: Charlayne White ley Geliatly v. 

Alexander Wetmore, App. D. C. 

No. 10011 __ 

Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

We are happy to be able to report that the Supreme Court 
denied Mrs. Gcllatly’s petition for a writ of certiorari to review the 
decision of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia. 

So, at long last, the Geliatly controversy would seem to 
have come to an end. Her persistence in seeking relief from Congress 
through a private law might have led one to believe that she would 
again seek such a remedy* but even this course is no longer open by 
virtue of the provisions of Section 131 of Public Daw 601, 79th Congress 
2nd Session, 60 Stat. 831, which provides that, 

"No private bill or resolution. 

authorizing or directing the payment of 
money for property damages, for personal 
injuries or death for which suit may be 
instituted under the Federal Tort Claims 
Act .... shall be received or considered 
in either the Senate or the House of 
Representatives. '* 

It would seem that Mrs, Geliatly's claim falls within the coverage of 
this provision and that her institution of the case in the District 
Court amounts to a recognition of this fact. 

Sincerely yours, 

For the Attorney General 

/s/ H G Morison 

H. G. Morison, 

Assistant Attorney General 




NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


C 

O 

H .-p 

Y 23 February 1950 

To Chairman of Committees 

National Academy of Sciences 

Gentlemen: 

It will be appreciated if committee reports for the year 
1949-1950 can be mailed so as to reach this office on or before 
April 3, 1950, in order that they may be mimeographed in time fo 
presentation at the Annual Meeting of the Academy on April 24-26. 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore 
Chairman, Committee on the 
Daniel Giraud Elliot Fund 


/s/ Fred E. Wright 
Home Secretary 


/j?/ 


PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 
AMERICAN MBASSY 
PANAMA, PANAMA 


February 28, 1950 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ASSIGNED TO PANAMA 

Alford ARCHER, Geogrr^hor-Consultant, Bureau of the Census, Dept, of Commerce 
Office: 1) Carrotera Into:^.nioricana, Via Espafia No, 16; Phone: Panama 2811; 
?J Diroccion do Bstadlstica y Censo, Avo. Central 107 ; Phono: Panama 2531 
Hoaxes 126 15 Bt, f San Francisco 

Members of family: Mrs, Barbara K. Archer, vdfo; John Clark, son; Joan 

Eli z ab eth, dau ght or 

Arrived Panama: June 2 ?, 1949; Length of stay: June 1950 

Wallace Chester CUMMING, Vocational Specialist, Institute of Inter-American 
Affairs 

Offices Via Espana No, 1; Phone: Panama 30/p-L 

Homes Hotel Washington, Colon; Phono: Cristobal 21 16 

Members of family: Mrs. Virginia Curaming, wife 

Arrived Panama: October 31, 1949; Length of stay: Indefinite 

Earl 0 . FINNIE, Administrative Officer, Institute of Inter-American Affairs 
Office: Via Espana No, 1; Phone: Panama 304 O-L 
Home: #13 51st St., Apt. #4; Phone:- Panama 3139-A 
Members of family: Carol S„ Finnic, wife; Gregory E» Finnic, son 
Arrived Panama: December 10 , 1949, Length of stay: Two year: 


s 


Dr, Charles Lewis GAZIN, Curator, Vertebrate Paleontology, Smithsonian 
Institution and U* S. National Museum 
Office: La Posada, San Sebastian, Ocu 
Home: Same 

Arrived Panama: January 9, 1950, Length of stay: 3 months 

John L, HUMBARD, Division Engineer, Panama Division; Bureau of Public Roads, 
Department of Commerce 

Office: Diablo Heights; Phono: Balboa 1782 
Box: 2003 , Balboa, Canal Zone 
Home: Hotel Tivoli, Ancon; Phono: Balboa 2111 
Mem born of family: None (widower) 

Arrived Panama: 1940; Length of stay: Indefinite 

Ernest C. JEPPSEN, Special Representative, Institute of Inter-American Affairs 
Office: Via Espana No, 1 ; Phone: Panama 3 O 4 O-L 
Home: Callo 51, No, 24; Phone: 1039-B 

Members of family: Mrs. Dora A. Joppson, wife; Louis Mori one, daughter; 

Ernest Alan, son; Mar on Joan, daughter 
Arrived Panama: December 31, 1947; Length of stay: June 3°, 1950 

John I. LERCM, Chief of U, S. Civil Aviation Mission to Panama, Civil Aeronautic 
A drain i stration 

Office: Tocumexn National Airport; Phone Tocumen Administrator*s Office 

Homo: Avo, Uruguay No, 18; Phono: Panama 2255 -L 

Members of family: Mrs. Barbara Lox'om, wife 

Arrived Panama: Sept mb or 15, 1949; Length of stay: Indefinite 

John LUND, Ph,D., Specialist, Educational Administration, Institute of Inter- 
American Affairs 

Office* Via Espana No 0 1; Phone: Panama 304 O-L 

Home: Calle 37 No, 9; Phone: Panama 2814 

Members of Family: Wife) and daughter in Bethosda, Maryland 

Arrived in Panama: January 29, 1950; Length of Stay; March 15, 1950 
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February 28, 1950 


Dr c Julius MATZ, Plaint Pathologist, Office of Sugar Plant Investigation, Bureau 

of Plant Industry, Soils and Agricultural Engineering, U. S. Department of " 
Agriculture 

Oj.f 3 .cos Ct.uif.il zone Expo, 'u.if'ntal Gordons, Summitj Phonos Pedro Miguel 198 
Homes Canal Zone Exp or 5.mental Gardens, Summit; Phonos Pedro Mikael 263 
Members of faailys Mrs, Etta Matz, wife ° 

Arrived Panamas July, 194U Length of stays Indefinite 

i \Co T 0 MITCHELL , Vlbaa., i.0.1 ormauion Specialist, Office of Foreign Agricultural 
Eolations, U. Sc Department of Agriculture 

Office: Canal Zone Experimental Gardens, Summit; Phones Pedro Miguel 198 
Homos 181 Guillard Highway, Pedro Miguel; Phonos None 
Arrived Panamas December, 1944; Length of stays Indefinite 

Watson Mo PERRYGO, Smithsonian Institution and U» S. National Museum 
Offices Drawer "C", Balboa, C. Z* 

Homes Interior 

Members of family: In states 

Arrived in Panama: February 6 , 1950; Length of Stays April, 1950 

Walton P • SEILERS, Director, U # S f Agricultural Mission to Panama, Office of 

Foreign Agricultural Relations, Technical Collaboration Branch, U. S, Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture 

Oifices Palacio Nacionf.il; Phono: Panama 2053 or Panama 2100 , Extension 66 
Homos Bachelor Quarters, Ancon, No. 351 Ave. Tivoli; Phonos Balboa 1562 
Arrived Panama:-; Length of stays Indefinite 

Col, Daniel S. STEVENSON, Chief of U e S, Militaxy Mission to Panama, U. S. Army 
Veteii.nary Adviser to Minister of Agriculture and Chief Veterinarian 
Office; Palacio Nacional; Phones Panama 2053 
Homes Cnrrotera do Las Sabanas No, 810; Phones Panama 3552 -J 
Members of family: Mrs, Virginia T, Stevenson, wife; James E,, son 

Arrived Panamas December 17, 1946; Length of stays Juno, 1950 , subject to 
change, 

Mrs, Alice V, STORMS, Secretary to Special Representative, Institute of Inter- 
American Affairs 

Offices Via Espana No, 1 ; Phones Panama 304 O-L 

Homes Avenida Cuba No. 58 , Apt, 9; Phone: Panama 1117-A 

Members of family: Miles Stoims II, son 

Arrived Panamas April H, 1949; Length of stays Indefinite 


Mrs. Anne M. WARE, Photographer, Office of Foreign Agricultural Relations, U, S, 
Department of Agriculture 

Offices Canal Zone Experimental Gardens, Summit; Phono: Pedro Miguel 198 
Home: Box 92, Pedro Miguel, C. Z.; Phone: Pedro Miguel 163 
Members of family: John Ware, son 

Arrived Panama: May, 1946; Length of stays Indefinite 


Dr. Alexander WETM0RE, Secretary, Smithsonian Institution and U. S. National 
■ Mus eum 

Offices Drawer "C", Balboa, C. Z. 

Homes Interior 

Members of family: In states 

Arrived in Panamas February 6 , 1950; Length of stays April, 1950 









February 28, 19 5® 


Dr„ Theodore E. WHITE, Paleontologist with the River Basin Survey (temporary 
Bureau of Smithsonian Institution) 

Offices La Posada San Sebastian, 

Homes Same 

Arrived Panamas January ° 


Ocu 


r 

ts 


1950; Length of stays 3 months 
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NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 



February 27, 1950 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore 7| 

Drawer C 

Balboa, Canal Zone 
Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

Acting on your recent letter, I believe this is about the last chance I will 
have to report to you before your return to the Canal Zone. 

Nothing of great consequence has happened. 

(l) At the moment the matter relating to the Appomattox furniture is rather 
quiet. We had correspondence from Congressman Abbitt, as you know, and he came 
down to see the furniture. At his request we sent him copies of some of the ^ 
documents, supporting the letter which had been sent to him before and * 
indicating clearly that the donors expected it to be left in the United States 
National Museum. 

#r. Drury also wrote a letter asking for a loan of the furniture. In reply 
I indicated that you had gone into this matter and I quoted you as fdLows: 


In the administration of donations or bequests, it has been 
the consistent policy of the Smithsonian Institution not to break 
faith with the dead. When materials are deposited or bequeathed 
with accepted stipulations, it is an obligation on the part of this 
Institution to observe scrupulously the terms under which they were 
entrusted to our care. 

I am sure you will understand the circumstance in which we are 



To the above I added, "This will give you the latest Smithsonian policy in 
this matter." 

(2) The Meadows collection of insects has arrived and a check has been 
forwarded in payment. The Monroe collection of birds has also arrived and payment 

is in process. 

(3) In accordance with your wish, $1,500 was deposited for the credit of 
the Canal Zone Biological Area. 

(k) There has been little in the papers regarding appropriations to cover 
the pay raise, but one* evening recently the STAB indicated that undoubtedly 
some agencies would receive some funds for this purpose. I hope we are among 
those fortunate ones. • 




































. 


( 5 ) The leave proposition which was cooking freely at the time of your 
departure has settled down now. Some members of Congress are thinking that the 
best way to tackle it is to reduce leave, and the papers indicate that Senator 
Douglas soon will introduce a hill cutting annual leave to 20 days per year 
and possibly sick leave to 12 . 

( 6 ) We are in touch with Dr. Bertil Lindblad who is to give the Arthur 
Lecture. He sent in a suggested title, but we have asked him for a bit of 
simplification. This, as you know, is slated for April 6 . 

( 7 ) We have kept in touch with the Senate Appropriations Committee, and 
apparently our hearings are sometime in the week oj. March u. 

( 8 ) Gordon Willey is about in the Canal Zone today on his way south.^ He 
had a very good visit in Mexico; and from what I can learn, Dr. Kelly stands 

in very well not only with our Embassy but also with the Mexicans. Gordon said 
that the Ambassador praised her work to the skies. 

( 9 ) John Howard apparently cracked a vertebra recently and is in a cast. 

He was in the office for a short time today and appears to be making very good 

progress. 

(10) Jack Long, who is now doing some historical work for the Department 
of Defense, said that he was tracing back the history of the military museum; 
and the only word he had on it was that the Smithsonian had sent a letter 
criticising the scheme. He wanted to know whether he could have a copy of uhe 
letter. I told him that we both criticised and praised, taking issue with the 
administrative set-up and asking certain other questions. I suggested that 
since this letter had been directed to thg^ ^ureau of the Budget he had better 
get it from them since I would be reluctant.to get it here. 

(11) I assume you know that Mr. Bryant passed away on February 10. 

Death was due to a heart attack. 

(12) Mr. Maurice Leigh was in the office today. In fact, this is third 
visit since you left. His present plan is to support the magazine by advertising 
and five it away to a selected list. He said he thought this would overcome your 
objection to selling the publication. I pointed out that your letter of June 1 
appeared to me to be final. This is the letter in which you stated that this 
project did not come within the policy of the Institution. He then said that he 
thought my presence at one of the later meetings indicated that you had turned 
the matter over to me. I told him this was not the case and I was sure you 
considered the matter settled. I rather have an idea that he will approach you 
on his new plan when you return. 

(13) I am enclosing a copy of a statement on building plans which Dr. 

Keddy just turned over to me today. This matter of taking stock on suitable 
requirements will still be going on when you return. 


Sincerely, 



Enclosure 
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February 21, 1950 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore, 

c/o Canal Zone Biological Area, 

Drawer C, Balboa, Canal Zone. 

Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

Your letters were most welcome. We had begun to wonder 
if there had been some delay in your plans when no word was received. 
Of course you know the time seems so much longer at this end. 

As per your instructions of February 13, the publications 
requested were sent to Hermano Apolinar Angel, Mrs. S. W. Parish 
and Senor don Joaquin Carrizo. 

Mr. Stewart of tile Geographic called and thought you might 
like to know that the exposures on the black and white are very good. 
The first batch of prints were brought down yesterday. He will let 
us know later about the color. 

The first requisition toward the $3, 000 to be spent for 
photographic equipment has gone through for $317. 32. Had you 
planned to pay this from the Photo Fund? 

Most of the news about people in the Institution has been sad. 
Perhaps Mr. Graf has told you the following. Mr. Bryant died on 
February 10 of a heart attack; Dr. T. Dale Stewart had a paralytic 
stroke and is still in the hospital; and Mr. Howard injured one of his 
vertebra recently in a fall, and he may have to wear a cast. 

Evidently Dr. Abbot has become more incensed about the 
new road arrangement. Mr. Horn from the Park Service and two other 
gentlemen were here today to talk to Mr. Graf, Mr. Oliver and Dr. 
Keddy. It seems that Dr. A. has taken the matter up with a Congress¬ 
man (they would not disclose his name) and the Park Service has been 
asked why this has been done. I believe Mr. Graf will write you about 
further developments. 

To make you appreciate even more how fortunate you are 
to be in that climate, yesterday and today have been our coldest days 
this winter--14° in the suburbs and 19° in the city at 7:00 a. m. 

Thank heavens we have not had the snow that was promised for today. 

Best regards to you and Mr. Perrygo-hope you are 

meeting with great success and that all goes well. 

Sincerely, 
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NATIONAL. GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
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February 21, 1950. 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

It is near the end of the day, the day before George 
Washington’s birthday; the main items of business have been dis¬ 
posed of, and I shall wind up the day by giving you a resume of a 
few things that have happened since the arrival of your letter of 
February 13. Probably you have already been advised of some of 
them so this is one letter you may discard. I have no business to 
take up with you! 

I am sorry to tell you that Mr. Bryant passed away on 
February 10. With the exception of Dr. Schmitt none of the folks 
here got to see him at the hospital. In my last letter to you I told 
you that I had had a report that he was responding to treatment and 
that he hoped to go home soon. Two days later he had a relapse, 
and died the following day. I believe most of the employees in the 
Smithsonian attended the funeral. Everyone was shocked and a good 
many of the folks had tell tale tears in their eyes during the service. 
Even Henderson was there! His body was cremated the same 
afternoon. 

We had another scare this past Monday. Dr. Stewart 
was rushed to the hospital and the report was “heart attack” and 
later paralysis. I learn today, however, that he awoke Monday 
morning with a smothered feeling and pressure around the heart. 
Mrs. Stewart, who has been seriously ill recently, has been taking 
some nitroglycerin tablets and he asked her to give him one. After 
taking one he passed out and as he was coming to she gave him 
another ! This really put him out cold and she had to call the doctor. 
They could not rouse him so they rushed him to the hospital. How¬ 
ever, after many car^ographs and blood tests they have found nothing 
seriously wrong with him and he now hopes to be back to work next 
week. 

Mr. Graf tells me that Mrs. Graf has had another fall, 
this time breaking her knee cap! For a Valentine gift he gave her 
the very latest in a plastic cast! 
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Mr. Howard is also out with a broken vertebra. It happens 
to be one right in the center of his back, and he has been suffering 
much pain. They put him in a cast today. The doctor thinks he 
may be able to come to work for a coip le of hours each. However, 
it is too soon to tell. It all happened while he was playing the good 
Samaritan. On his way to work a car stalled in front of him and the 
fellow asked him tog ive him a push. Mr. Howard pushed him to a 
garage and in making the turn in to the building the bumpers of the 
two cars locked. Both men got out to disengage them and Mr. Howard 
while pushing down on it in some way lost his balance and fell. He 
said he could hear his back snap but thought he had only sprained it. 

Mr. Lanham has been appointed for two days work on the 
Information Desk under the same stipulations that held with his 
predecessor. He was so pleased to get it. Miss Carpenter retires 
the first of March and also asked to be considered, 

Mr. Horn from the National Park Service was in this morning 
to see you. I told him that you were in Panama and asked Mr. Graf 
to talk to him. Dr. Keddy and Mr. Oliver were also present. Mr. 

Graf td,d me later that Dr. Abbot had written a letter to a Congressman 
(name of the Congressman not to be divulged at the present time) com¬ 
plaining about the roadway out here. You may remember that I told 
you that he was very much upset about the present arrangement? Mr. 
Graf told M r. Horn that the present arrangement had your approval 
and to tell the Congressman so. I don’t know whether or not Dr. Abbot 
discussed this with you personally but apparently he thought he wasn’t 
getting results and took the matter up elsewhere, with the result that 
a rather embarrassing situation has developed! Mr, Graf no doubt 
will write you in detail. 

You were certainly fortunate to get “the best house in town” 
and I suppose you are comfortably settled, to say nothing of having a 
nice collection of birds to boot! 


We had our first real winter weather the day before yesterday 
and the weather man promises a temperature of 18 tonight. It is too 
early to tell whether or not the shrubs have been harmed or not. So 
many people are out with this virus infection. Milton has been out 
sick with a cold for 8 days. I haven’t had a cold but I am having a 
little trouble with my arm. There is quite a bit of swelling but I don’t 
think it is anything serious. It’s about time for another check up! 


The enclosure may give you some amusement! 



Sincerely, 


A DEMOCRATIC DIALOGUE 


Father, must I go to work? 

No, my lucky son; 

We’re living now on Easy Street - 
On dough from Washington. 


We’ve left it up to Uncle Sam, 
So don’t get exorcised; 
Nobody has to give a damn - 
We’ve all been subsidized. 


But if Sam treats us all so well 
And feeds us milk and honey. 
Please, Daddy, tell me what the hell 
He’s going to use for money? 


Don’t worry. Bub; there’s not a hitch 
In this here noble plan - 
He simply soaks the filthly rich 
And helps the common man. 


But father, won’t there come a time 
When they run out of cash. 

And we have left them not a dime ? 
Then things will go to smash. 


My faith in you is shrinking, son - 
You nosy little brat. 

You do too damn much thinking, son. 
For a Truman Democrat! 
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HEADamEIEBS 
5700IE AIK BASS GROUP 
ALBROOK AIR FORCE BASE, CAMAL ZOHE 


8 February 1950 


CERTIFICA1E*- 


This it to certify that vehicle Ho. USAF-20748409 
(i ton truck - Jeep) from Aibrook Air Force Base has been furnished 
to the bearer. Dr. Alexander fetmore, Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institute* -Washington, D. C., and to his assistant, Mr. Watson Perrygo 
of the Washington Museum of natural History, for their personal and 







• Both;.hare licenses to drive military vehicles in the 

■ . ■ • 

Republic of Panama and the Canal Zone. 






Q* 




i'M jjjjtfk AM. is 0 


Colonel, U3AF 
Copland in>: 





570011 AIR BASE GROUP 
ALBROOE AIR FORCE IASI, CANAL ZONE 

8 da Pebrero da 1950 

CERTTFICADO 

La present# eartifica qua al vehlculo No USAF-20748409 
(da ^ ton. truck-Jaap) da la Basa Aaraa da Albrook ha si do ooncadido 
al portador, Dr. Alexander Wetmora, Saoretario dal Inatltuto 
Smithsonian, Washington, D. C. y a au ayudanta, Saaor Wat a on Perrygo, 
da al Muaeo da Hiatoria Natural da waahington. para au uao an aauatoa 
paraonalaa y ofioialaa. 

Amboa poaaan licanoia para conducir vehiculos milltares, 
an la Republioa da Panama y an la Zona dal Canal. 

LADSON 0. ESKRIDGE, JR. 

Colonel, USAP 
Commanding 



>>' 


Un lugar agradabie do ride pasar alegres vacaciones, 
dias de vida plena y de perjecto descanso . 

Ocu f Provincia de Herrera, Rep. de Panama 
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UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AM ERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
ASTRO PHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
NATIONAL AIR MUSEUM 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


W/rs/iiur/ton 2.5, D.C. 

‘ cxa. 


NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


February 7, 1950. 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 



You have a letter from A. C. Bent this morning informing 
you that he has suffered a partial paralysis of the left side due to 
arterial trouble which is likely to keep him in bed for some time. 

In the meantime he is unable to do work in order to avoid more 
serious cerebral hemorrhage. He states that he is returning the 
final proofs for the next book and asks that someone read them. He 
also asks that Mr. Lincoln be informed not to send him any more 
distribution sheets and to have Miss Cooke stop work at present. I 
have taken the matter up with Mr. Oehser and he suggests that Miss 
Cooke continue her work at least until this volume is completed 
since she is so slow anyway and the material should be ready by June. 
I have advised Mr. Lincoln but not Miss Cooke. Mr. Bent sent Miss 
Cooke $80.00 on December 15. I have not acknowledged Mr. Bent’s 
letter hoping this letter would reach you before you left for the field 
so that you may tell me your wishes in the matter. 


Mr. Phelps writes that he expects to arrive in New York on 
April 3, and will visit Washington before he leaves for Sweden. He 
has found another specimen of Seiurus noveboracensis similar in color 
of upper parts to his specimen from Paria Peninsula which you 
identified as probably pertaining to the possible new race with darker f 
backs. It is from the Perija mountains in the Colegio La Salle 
collection in Caracas. The skin is poor. 


Mr. Alfred Gross has secured reservation on the S. S.. 

“ Jutlandia” leaving New York on May 26th, arriving at Copenhagen on 
June 6. He had no success in obtaining passage on the S. S. “Stockholm.” 
Mr. Gross expects to go to Sweden as a representative of the U. S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service and has chosen as his subject “The Herring 
Gull-Cormorant Control.” He asks that you remember him to Zetek. 

He would alsb be pleased to hear whether or not you see his friends 
Myiobius, Hick s Seedeater and Noble Flycatcher! 



A letter from Dr. Hinkley reminds you that you have not sent in 
a statement of your expenses for the Annual Meeting of the Research 
Corporation held in January. I have advised him that the letter reached 
the office after your departure for Panama and that I would bring the 
matter to your attention at the first opportunity. I shall be glad to send 
it in if you will tell me where you put your little book! I suppose it can 
wait though until your return. 
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As I write this a memorandum from Mr. Howard comes 
to hand with regard to the continuation of the $1,000 grant to Mr. 

Bent which reads as follows: “The November 15, 1949, payment 
completed the $1,000 grant to Mr. A. C. Bent for the calendar 
year 1949 (Reid Fund, Asher Tunis Chair in Biology). Shall this 
grant be continued for the calendar year 1950?” Under the present cir¬ 
cumstances what do you wish to do about this? 

The enclosed copy of a letter from Waldo S. Glock is self 
J explanatory. I referred it to Mr. Graf and he asks me to ask you 
whether or not you want to make the grant. Please let me know. 

Mr. Killip came in the office Monday morning to tell me 
of the elite guests housed at Plummers Island! It seems that some 
convicts escaped from prison and selected the camp as their hide out. 
Apparently they had spent several days up there. Mr. Killip and Mr. 
Barber went up Saturday morning and found the place a shambles. The 
convicts had removed the boat, your bedroll, cooking utensils, saw, etc 
Mr. Killip notified the police immediately. The police have caught 
the convicts and they said all the paraphernalia they had taken was 
moved to a shack across the river. No doubt Mr. Killip will give you 
all the details. Mr. Killip said he was thankful that he didn’t decide 
t o go up there alone during the week ; he might have walked in on them! 

I talked with Mrs. Bryant this morning and she tells me 
that Mr. Bryant is responding to treatment and that he hopes to be able 
to go home soon. 

It is quite cold but bright this morning. I hope your trip 
was pleasant and that you found everything in good shape on the Island. 
Regards to Mr. Perrygo. 


Sincerely, 

cKl 
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COMPLIMENTARY PASS 


PASS 


Alexander Wetmore 


Until December 31st, 1950, unless otherwise ordered. 


No. 267 


/T7C. 


President 







9960 - 5 — Comp, 


MR 33513—Panama Canal—7-28-49—599 

/ 

CONDITIONS 


This free Pass is not transferable and, if presented by any other person than 

the individual named thereon, or if any alteration, addition, or erasure is made 

* ■ , <., 

upon it, it is forfeited, and the Conductor will take it up and collect fare. 

The person accepting this free pass agrees that the Panama Railroad Company 
shall not be liable, under any circumstances, whether of negligence of Agents or 
otherwise, for any injury to the person, or for any loss or damage to the property 
of the person using the same. 

The right to cancel this pass at any time is reserved by the Company. 

In case this pass is lost, it must be reported to the Executive Secretary imme¬ 
diately. A new pass cannot be issued until 30 days after loss is reported. 

I accept the above conditions: 



THIS PASS IS NOT GOOD ON SPECIALLY CHARTERED TRAINS OR COACHES 
AND WILL NOT BE HONORED UNLESS SIGNED IN INK BY THE PERSON 

, FOR WHOM ISSUED 








JANUARY 


515.00 

FEBRUARY 

55.00 


MARCH 


496-13 


Name: 


THE PANAMA CANAL 
Alexander Wetmore 


no 95173 


Status: Visiting Scientist, C.Z. Biological Area 

Within the restrictions indicated hereon the above-named 
person is authorized to purchase commissary coupon books 


"*•> 


w 




- 


If 


npo 


r- 


Jz f: 


Au thority valid until May 30, 1950 

Limit of monthly purchases of coupons:— — 

(Cashier will record each sale by punch marks in 




By direction of Governor 




Issued 
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li i Mi..iiii<P r 




(Conditions'hn rev'ers 


u Executive Secretary. 


55.00 

AUGUST 

515.00 


JULY 


JUNE -- MAY--APRIL 






















































CONDITIONS 


This authority card is valid only for the privileges specifically stated on the 
face hereof, and may be withdrawn at any time. It may be used only as stated 


below, is subject to cancellation if presented by an unauthorized person, and 
is void upon termination of service. 

The person to whom .this card is issued may authorize wholly dependent 

4 A 4 • • -4 4 * t« 4 4 4 4.4 4 4 4 1 4 • 1 


members of his immediate family residing with him, such as his wife and 
minor children, to make purchases in his name by designating them and their 


relationship below his own signature. 

If the holder is a resident of the Canal Zone at the time of issuance 
and later removes to the Republic of Panama, or if his employment 
status changes in any way, the question of continuing the privilege 
must be immediately taken up with the Executive Office (Telephone 
Balboa 3108). 

This card is to be presented to commissary cashiers each time coupons are 
purchased and to commissary inspectors upon request. 

4 <T 4 <* 4 444 .4 * 4 4 . 4 , 4 •• 


I accept the above conditions and will otherwise comply with the provisions 
of the commissary regulations. 



{Signature of Holder) 



MR 21149—Panama Canal—3-18-47—8.000 


( Relationship) 


( Name) 





Memorandum 


February 1, 1950 


Mr. Jay Weber, 1400 N. E. 108th Street, Miami 
38, Florida, telephone 7-1474, has indicated that the 
collection of birds he wishes to present to the U. S. 

National Museum may number 10, 000 specimens. The 
birds are still in the containers in which they were brought 
from New Jersey when Mr. Weber moved to Florida a nujm- 
ber of years ago. The individual skins are fastened in the 
trays by long pins so that they are held firmly. 


In view of this, it is Mr. Weber's suggestion that 


the containers with the specimens held as indicated be 
forwarded to Washington. Certain of the cases he will 
wish to have returned to him when the specimens have 
been removed. 


Mr. Weber has asked me to look at this material 

I 1 Z' ^1" A • 4 


on my way north from Panama early in April, to determine 
the condition of the specimens and the manner in which they 
are fixed in the trays. Also, it is desired to get some idea 
of the cubic footage involved so that we may consider the 
proper method of shipment. 

In case Mr. Weber is away, I am to get in touch 
with his son, Victor Weber, at 1440 N. E. 108th Street, 
telephone 7-7333. 


A. Wetmore, Secretary 
Smithsonian Institution 



hs 


cc: Dr. Kellogg 
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SCALE CORRECTIONS BF43 - ALTIMETER SERIAL No.. / ?. 
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ALTIMETER SCALE CORRECTION CARD 


Airplane No. 

1 Ills card will be placed in the airplane in a correction card holder, 
part AN5800, as near as practicable to the serially numbered altimeter 
to which these corrections apply. 

Altimeter corrections shown on this card must be added algebraically 
to indicated altitude to obtain the correct altitude. 

In determining corrections from card, select the correction by inter¬ 
polation corresponding to the existing INSTRUMENT temperature. 

Scale corrections shown on this card are the scale errors with the 
sign reversed. Only those scale errors determined by the use of an accu¬ 
rate mercurial barometer at the time the altimeter is calibrated for 
acceptance or after repair will be used in determining scale corrections 
for entry on this card. Scale errors determined by comparison with open 
manometer or master altimeter will not be used. The completed scale 

correction card will be attached to the altimeter when it is not installed 
in the airplane. 

Fart No. AN580I 
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EIGHTEEN PINE STREET 


NEW YORK 5.N. Y. 


January 30, 1950 




Washington 25 , D.G. j FEB ~21310 


Smithsonian Institution 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 


Upon arrival at the office this morning, and 


checking into the matter a little more closely, I find that 
Thomas F. Gregory is the Manager of our Balboa Branch, but 
all of our officers and their general area are under the 
direction of J. Edward Healy, Jr., Vice President, whom you 
may know and who has Mr. Louis A. Gomez, Second Vice President, 
working with him. Any of these gentlemen would be pleased 
to see you. 


Sincerely 








UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
NATIONAL AIR MUSEUM 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WfrsJimyloti 23, D. C. 

' r:x a. 


NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


January 27, 1950. 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore, 

Secretary, Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

On or about February 1, 1950, you will proceed 
from Washington, p. C. to Miami, Florida, and to the 
Canal Zone and points in Panama. 

Your transportation to the Canal Zone and re¬ 
turn will be paid under a separate letter of authorization. 

You will be occupied in administrative work con¬ 
cerned with the Canal Zone Biological Area in the Canal 
Zone, and with biological studies in the Republic of Panama. 

You will be allowed necessary travel expenses, 
including hire of cars, boats and other special conveyances, 
actual expenditures for subsistence, hire of assistants and 
their subsistence if required, hire of pack animals, necessary 
expenses for the operation of motor vehicles,purchase of 
supplies, specimens and materials, and such other miscel¬ 
laneous expenditures as may be required, not to exceed $1,800 
payable by the Smithsonian Institution. 

It is contemplated that this work will require about 
two months when you will return to your official station at 
Washington, D.C. 


Very truly yours, 



Graf, 

Assistant Secretary 









































January 25, 1950. 

Sefior Don Octavio A. Vallarino, 

Ambassador E. & P., 

Embassy of Panama, 

Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Ambassador: 

.About the first of February, 1950 I plan to pro¬ 
ceed to the Canal Zone and the Republic of Panama on 
official business of a scientific nature for the Smithsonian 
Institution. 

It will be greatly appreciated if I may have your 
visa on the accompanying special passport. 

With thanks for your attention, I am 

Very truly yours. 


ip 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 



January 25, 1950. 

Seflor Don Octavio A. Vallarino, 

Ambassador E. & P., 

Embassy of Panama, 

Washington ,D. C. 

My dear Mr. Ambassador: 

In my coming trip to Panama, about February 1, 

1950, I will be accompanied by Mr. Watson M. Perrygo, 
as assistant. Our mission is purely scientific. If we 
may have your visa on the accompanying special passport 
for Mr. Perrygo it will be appreciated. 

With appreciation of your attention, I am 

Very truly yours, 

A. Wetmore, 

Secretary. 


Ip 



UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
NATIONAL AIR MUSEUM 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


Wers/iim/ton 25, D. C. 
USA. 


NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


January 24, 1950. 


Dr, Alexander Wetmore, 
Secretary, Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington 25, D.C, 


Dear Dr, Wetmore: 


On or about February 1, 1950 you will proceed 
from Washington, D.C., to Miami, Florida, and from 
there to the Canal Zone and points in Panama, You 
will be accompanied by Watson M. Perrygo, Scientific 
Aid in the U. S. National Museum, as assistant, 

I 

You will be allowed usual travel expenses for 
yourself and Mr. Perrygo, including travel by air as 
required, not to exceed $650.00, payable from the 
appropriation “Salaries and Expenses, Smithsonian 
Institution, 1950.” Your other expenses will be paid 
from other funds. 

It is contemplated that this work will require 
not more than three months for its completion, when 
you will return to your official station at Washington, D.C. 


Very truly yours. 



rraf. 

Assistant Secretary, 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
Washington 25, D.. C. 

REQUEST FOR SPECIFIC (NOT GENERAL) TRAVEL AUTHORITI 

(In triplicate) 


Name JKftiimpXfi k, JyL,, .E&rry&a. 


Secretary & Taxidermist 

rtUKH a unt nww w ttwia t w 


Authority is requested to travel via fxf common carrier; /x/ commercial airline 


J_f private automobile @ 


or plane; / J (Other, specify) 


* 

per mile (see justification); j J Government vehicle 

(see justification); on official 




business from (official) station at 

mj 

(KasdxbeaKscjc 

on or about February l t 195 0 to: Panama 


and to such other points as may be found necessary, and in the order found to be most 
advantageous, revisiting any of said points as may be necessary; arid to return to the 
(official, MtsideacB) station, not later than April 15, 1950 


A per diem allowance of $ 

The amount of $ 

W l . WKIUflU »» ri«tMf K iWWa 1 l < Wli j Wt u n 'JTOW1 f l ’r-nwiiiy w WP O -i e ft 

or equipment. 

This travel is for the purpose of: 


is requested 


is requested for procurement of supplies, materials 


Estimated cost: 
Transportation $ 650.00 


; Per Diem $ 


Other expenditures £ 


No. of transportation requests desired 

“Salaries & Expenses, Smithsonian Institution, 1950.” 


Appropriation chargeable 
Approved by: 


Travel Order No 
Date 


The foregoing travel requested is authorized except as follows: 















































GORGAS MEMORIAL INSTITUTE OF TROPICAL AND PREVENTIVE MEDICINE, iNCORPORAT 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: WASHINGTON, D. C., 1835 EYE STREET, N. W. 


GORGAS MEMORIAL LABORATORY 


APARTADO 1252 
PANAMA, R. DE P. 


Office Of The Director 


20 J anuary 1950 


TELEPHONE: PANAMA, NO. 20< 


Dr. A. Wetraore, Secretary, 
Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington 2 5, D. C. 


Dear Doctor Wetmore:- 


* V f 
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Manias 
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Your letter of January 10 arrived the 12th. We 
had hoped to use Ratibor Hartman the last half of February on our 
trip to Rio Mono, Darien, where black spider monkeys are said to 
be abundant near the boundary of Colombia but we will manage to turn 
him over to you for the period you have indicated. 

We re turns d last night from Coiba Island penal 
colony after a stay of eleven days. We took 39 black howlers and 1 
cebus. Three or four cf the howlers had faint lemon colored spots on 
the distal few inches of the tall and one had a white foot. Plenty of 
howlers and white face monkeys but no other species. Tell, you more 
about it when you arrive. 


Sincerely yours, 

*266/1* (LQJLr0 

''Herbert G. Clark. 





J anuary 20, 1950 

Prof. Alejandro Mendez P. , 

Director del Museo Nacional, 

Panama, R. de P. 

Dear Prof. Mendez: 

Your friendly letter of 29 December relative to the 
fossil explorations at Ocu came duly to hand and has been 
much appreciated. I am looking forward with great interest 
to the results of these studies. 

Dr. Gazin has written me telling me of his friendly 
reception from you and from the Minister of Education, Don 
Max Arosemena. I understand from his letter that all 
arrangements have been made and I presume that the party 
by now is in the field. 

I will see you myself soon after the first week in 
February as I have my arrangements now complete so that 
I will be able to get away for another visit to Panama. I 
will call^you when I arrive in Panama City. 

Looking forward to seeing you, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

A. Wetmore, 

Secretary. 

hs 



January 19, 1950. 


Brigadier General R. Beam, 

Commanding General Caribbean Air Command, 
Albrook Air Force Base, 

Canal Zone. 


Dear General Beam: 

I wish to acknowledge with much appreciation your 
kind communication of 10 January, relative to my coming 
trip to Panama. Your cooperation will be most valuable and 
helpful in the scientific work that I have ahead of me. 

It is a pleasure to accept your invitation to stay at 
the Officers’ Club, as I have many pleasant recollections of my 
previous visits. I will have with me Mr. W. M. Perrygo, who 
has been my companion on previous trips as assistant so that 
we can be quartered together. 

You will recall that the Smithsonian Institution now 
operates the Laboratory on Barro Colorado Island in Gatun 
Lake. My first duty on arrival will be an inspection visit to 
this Laboratory where I expect to spend about two days. 

According to present plans I will cross from Miami 
by Pan American Airways the night of February 5. As arrival 
is late I will make reservation for that night at the Tivoli Hotel, 
and will be in touch with Lt. Col. Mervin E. Potter of your 
staff on the following day, Monday, February 6. As indicated 
I will spend two days at Barro Colorado Island and will greatly 
appreciate it if reservation may be made for me and Mr. Perrygo 
at the Officers’ Club arriving in the late afternoon of Wednesday, 
February 8. 

As we have our own contacts in Panama Customs 
there will be no necessity for you or Col. Potter to make any 
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ar range me nts to have me met on arrival at the Tocumen Air* 
port. I have been through this mill on various occasions and 
can care for the necessary details without difficulty. 

,v ' * - • ' ' 

> 

I am looking forward to my return to Albrook Air 
Force Base. 

4 

With thanks for your attention, I am 

Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


ip 
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January 18, 1950 


Maj. Gen. Willis H. Hale, 

Ninth Air Force, 

Langley Air Force Base, Virginia. 

Dear General Hale: 

Your letter of 3 January came through promptly, 
and I appreciate sincerely your attention in forwarding 
my own communication to Brigadier General R. Beam at 
the Albrook Air Force Base. In the last few days I have 
heard from General Beam who has been most kind in 
offering me the facilities at the Albrook Officers Club, 
and with the assistance in travel by water to the Rio Chiraan 
which I will need for this present trip. I expect now to get 
away on February 4. My field outfit goes forward by ocean 

freight today. 

The past ten days have been fully occupied with our 
annual meetings of the Board of Regents and with appearance 
before the House Appropriations Committee, which will 
account for my not having replied to your letter earlier. 

Tomorrow I have the sad duty of attendance at 
General Arnold's funeral. 

I am looking forward to the coming trip to Panama and 
will be certain to let you know as to the results. 

Sincerely yours, 

A. Wetmore, 

Secretary. 

hs 



January 18, 1950 


Dr. William Hail Holden, 
755 Park Avenue, 

New York 21, New York. 


Dear Bill: 

I found your kind letter of January 12 in the Monday 
morning mail following my return from New York and thank 
you for all the trouble you have taken. The information is 
most helpful and I am proceeding to get the medicines that 
you list to carry with me on my coming trip. 

I reached Washington Sunday noon to learn that the 
appropriations committee wanted us to appear first thing the 
following morning so I had to go to work on that matter, and 
have been occupied with it ever since. I am pleased to have 
that behind me. 

I thought our dinner on Saturday night was excellent 
especially for its brevity, to which I did my personal best to 
contribute. It was good to see you though I was sorry that we 

did not have more opportunity for talk. 

I will let you know later on how things go in Panama, 

Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore 
Secretary. 

hs 


January 18, 1950. 


The Honorable, 

The Secretary of State, 

Washington 25, D.C . 

Sir: 

I beg to advise that about the first of February I am 
going to Panama on official work for the Smithsonian 
Institution. In accordance with this may I ask that my 
official Passport No. 7099 be validated for this journey. 

With appreciation of your attention, I am 

Very truly yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 




January 18, 1950. 


The Honorable, 

The Secretary of State, 
Washington 25, D.C. 



I beg to advise that Mr. Watson M. Perrygo, of the 
staff of the United States National Museum, is to 
accompany me as assistant to Panama, leaving about the 
first of February, on an official trip for the Smithsonian 
Institution. May I ask, therefore, that Mr. Perrygo’s 
special passport No. 5913 be validated for this travel. 

Mr. Perrygo is a permanent employee of the U. S. 
National Museum, under Civil Service. He has had full 
clearance on loyalty in accordance with present Civil 
Service regulations. I can certify for him in every way. 

Very truly yours, 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


Ip 



ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 



In reply refer to 
S/S-PR 031.1119/1-350 



My dear Dr. Wetmore: 

In reply to your letter of January 3, 1950, the 
Officer in Charge of the American Mission, Panama, 
is being informed in regard to your proposed visit 
to Panama and requested to render whatever assistance 
you may require. 


Sincerely yours 


For the Secretary of State: 



Stanley Woodward 
Chief of Protocol 


The Honorable 

Alexander Wetmore, 

Secretary, Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 




least 


William Hall Holden, M. I). 

755 Pare: Ayentje 
New York 21, N. Y 
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January 12, 1950 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Alex: 


3rd. 


I regret my delay in answering your letter of January 


0 ' 


\U 


Of course, you have the Aralen for the malaria.fi would 
certainly advise you to get a penicillin preparation known as 
Crysticillin Suspension. I would get it in the 10 cc vials, 
each cc contains 400,000 Units of Penicillin. This preparation 
is in an aqueous suspension and is easily withdrawn from the 
vial. One injection in twenty-four hours suffices for most 
types of infection that you will probably come in contact with. 

It can be withdrawn easily with either an 18 or 20 gauge needle 
and should be injected intramuscularly in the buttock, high in 
the upper, outer quadrant. If this preparation is injected too 
low in the buttock you are apt to hit one of the nerve distributions 
to the leg. This drug is a must. It will keep over a year in any 
temperature. 


As to the sulfa drugs, there are two new ones out. One is 
Gantrisin 0.5 manufactured by Hoffmann La Roche. It is supposed to 
be the least toxic of the sulfa combinations. The other is Combisul- 
D.M. manufactured by the Sobering Corp. This product is a combin¬ 
ation of Sulfadiazine, Sulfathiazole and Sulfamerizine. It is 
supplied in bottles of 100 tablets. It is used in general Infections 
and can also be used In combination with Penicillin. We sometimes 
use this combination in gram-negative and gram-positive infections 
as well as well as with some of the viruses. Either one of these 
drugs may be used in the treatment of the bacillary dysentery. 

As to the powders and oinments frankly, I am not so strong 
from them. Tincture Methiolate is always good for touching up 
scratches, cuts and insect bites. I find in the jungle the least 
amount of covering you have over wounds the better they do. If you 

have to use an ointment } plain zinc ointment after the application of 
Tincture Methiolate will do the least amount of damage. We are not 
using the sulfa drugs on wounds as much as we used to. Sulfadiazine 
powder is O.K. \ 


If there is any further information I can send you, just 
drop me a line. Kindest personal regards. 
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HEADQUARTERS CARIBBEAN AIR COMMAND 

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 


IN REPLY 
REFER TO: 



ALBROOK AIR FORCE BASE, C.Z. 

10 January 1950 


* 

c 

Dr. Alexander Wetmore 
Secretary 

Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 


I 

> 4 .. 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 


• Your letter of 29 December to Gen. Hale has heen forwarded 
to m with a personal note from Gen. Hale, 

I am delighted to know of your plans to return to Panama 
for additional research and field work in the Chiman Elver area. 

It will he a pleasure to assist to the extent of our facilities 
and means your expedition in the proposed region. 

We will he in position to furnish you with water transpor¬ 
tation from Balboa to Chiman. as outlined in your letter to Gen. 
Hale and can make arrangements for your return on or about 3 April. 

I wish to extend to you an invitation to make Albrook Air 
Force Base your headquarters while on the Isthmus and to stay at 
our Officers * Cluh during the time you are here. I have asked 
It. Col. Marvin E. Potter of my Staff to assist you with your 
plans and arrangements during your visit to Panama. Please advise 
me of your arrival date and mode of travel to Panama, as well as 
the number in your party desiring accomodations at our Officers 1 
Club. 


We are looking forward to having you and Mr. Perrygo with 
us once again. 



Coxananding 



January 10, 1950. 


Mr. Ratibor Hartmann, 

Gorgas Memorial Laboratory, 
Apartado 1252, 

Panama, R. de P. 


Dear Ratibor: 

I suppose that Dr. Clark has spoken to you about the 
plan that I discussed with him when he was here in November 
relative to field work that I have in mind this coming season. 

I have just received word from Dr. Clark that he and 
Col. Hertig are willing to release you to assist me and I hope 
that this will be fully agreeable to you. 

I am prepared to pay you the same salary that you re¬ 
ceive at the Gorgas Laboratory and will in addition cover all 
of your field expenses while we are on the trip. According 
to present schedule Mr. Perrygo and I will reach Balboa on 
Monday, February 6. We will have a week on other work, in¬ 
cluding a visit to Barro Colorado Island, and probably a trip 
to Ocu where I expect to have Dr. Gazin and Dr. White making 
excavations for vertebrate fossils. I would like to have you 
available to join us as of Monday,February 13. Our work in the 
field would continue until about Tuesday, April 4 when we would 
return to Balboa. 

In the last two months I have been in touch with the 
Commanding Officer of the Inter-American Geodetic Survey and 
from him have learned that we can get into the Serrama de Maje 
by way of Chiman. I had expected last year, from information 
then available, that it would be necessary to go up the Bayano 
River but find now that it can be done more readily the other way. 
I will arrange for a boat to take us to Chiman with the outfit and 
leave us there to return at the end of the expedition and bring us 
back to Balboa. I expect to get some place in Chiman to serve as 
a base where we can unpack and do a certain amount of collecting 


o 
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near the coast. We would, at the same time, arrange to go 
back inland about a day’s travel to the base of the mountains 
and make a camp, and from there work the^ mountain country. 

I have the name of a reliable man in Chiman who knows the 
trail leading back into the Serrama. If possible I want to 
i work the two points along this range. 

I would like also, if possible, to arrange for your 
brother, who was with Dr. Hartmann last year, to accompany 
* us also. He would serve as cook and we would be able to give 
him some training in addition in preparing specimens. I know 
that he is an experienced hunter. I would be prepared to pay 
him at the rate of $20.00 per week, with his expenses, including 
his transportation from Chiriqui to Panama City and return. 

The period of employment would be the same as that indicated 
above in your own case. 

Can you write him immediately and find out if he would 
be available? If he can come it will be excellent opportunity 
for him to get some training in this field and may readily lead 
to further similar employment in future. 

Perrygo and I are busy at the moment packing up field 
equipment and supplies and expect to ship in about a week by 
ocean freight. We will come down ourselves by air. 

With my best wishes and looking forward to hearing 
from you soon, I am 



Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


Ip 


January 10, 1950. 


Dr. Herbert C. Clark, 

Gorgas Memorial Laboratory, 

Apartado 125 2, 

Panama, R. de P. 


Dear Dr. Clark: 

I appreciate your letter of 4 January 1950 and 
thank you and Col. Hertig for your friendly offer of 
assistance relative tot he release of Ratibor Hartmann 
to me for the period of the coming expedition. I will 
arrange to pay his salary at the rate of $125.00 per month 
as you indicate. 

From my present schedule I wish to take him on 
about Monday, February 13, and would wish to retain his 
services until about April 5. It is possible that there 
might be a shift of two or three days in these dates, but 
the period indicated is to be covered. 

I have our Regents meeting this week and the 
Appropriation Hearings a week from today. In the mean - 
while Perrygo and I are busy packing a field kit to ship to 

Panama! 

Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


*> > 


January 10, 1950. 

Lt. Col. Marshall Hertig, 

Gorgas Memorial Laboratory, 

Apartado 1252, 

Panama, R. de P. 

Dear Col. Hertig: 

I have just received Dr. Clark’s letter and write 
to thank you lor your friendly consideration relative to 
the release of Ratibor Hartmann. This will be of major 
assistance to me in the work that I have in mind. 

I learn from Dr. Clark’s letter that you are going 
to Paraguay so that it appears that I will not see you this 
trip. 

With my best regards and my best wishes for full 
success in the south, I am 

Sincerely yours, 


lp 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


Gorgas Memorial Institute of Tropical and Preventive Medicine, Incorporated 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: WASHINGTON, D. C., 1835 EYE STREET, N. W. 


GORGAS MEMORIAL LABORATORY 


APARTADO 1252 
PANAMA, R. DE P. 


Office Of The Director 


TELEPHONE: PANAMA, NO. 2001 


4 J anuary 1950 


Dr. A. Wetmore, Secretary, 
Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Doctor Wetmore 


Your letter of December 28 arrived January 4 
I have talked with Lt. Col. Hertig about the 


plan you and I talked over in Washington. You can write Hartmann 
regarding your plans but it will be necessary for you to take over 
his salary vhUe in your service. We pay him $125*00 a month. 

Hertig will be in Paraguay at that time but Hartmann has a lot of mounting 
to do of accumulated specimens. 

We are very glad to have you on our Board of Directors 
and on the Executive Committee. 


Hoping to see you soon, I am. 


Sincerely yours. 



Herbert C. Clark 



NINTH AIR FORCE 


LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE ,VA. 


OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 




3 January 1949 


Doctor A* Wetmore, Secretary 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C* 

Dear Doctor Wetmore ? 

I am happy to hear of your proposed expedition again 
in Fanama, and I shall be looking forward to seeing you upon 
your return to Washington* 

You probably know that the Caribbean Air Command has 
been seriously reduced since you were last with us, to the 
extent that most all bases throughout the Caribbean area 
hare been closed, with the exception of Albrook Air Force 
Base* 

Brigadier General E# Beam, Headquarters, Caribbean 
Air Command, Albrook Air Force Base, Canal Zone, is my 
successor* I am forwarding your communication to him and I 
am confident that he will assist you as we hare been happy 
to do in the past* I hare requested that he communicate directly 
with you. 

Best of luck to you and your Assistants in this new en¬ 
deavor* Best personal regards* 


Sincerely, 



WILLIS H* HALE 
Major General, USAF 
Commanding 




January 3, 1950 


The Honorable, 

The Secretary of State, 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Sir: 

X beg to write that about the first week in February 
I expect to proceed to the Canal Zone on official business 
for the Smithsonian Institution, and that in the course of 
this journey I plan to make further scientific studies con¬ 
cerned with birds in the Republic of Panama. The work 
is in continuance of other investigations of the ornithology 
of the Republic that I have carried on for several years 
in the past. 

I will be accompanied by Mr, Watson M. Perrygo, of 
the U. S. National Museum, as assistant, and will expect 
to spend about eight weeks in the field. 

Mr. Perrygo has been with me on several of the pre¬ 
vious trips. My studies will be entirely scientific and as 
indicated are in continuation of work relative to the ornithology 
of Panama that I began in 1944, The results ultimately will 
be publisher where they will be available to scientists in 
Panama and in our own country. The work is official on 
behalf of the Smithsonian Institution and the U. S. National 
Museum. / 

■ | 

It will be appreciated if the American Mission in Panama 
City may be requested to inform the appropriate department 
of the Republic of Panama of my proposed visit. In my earlier 
studies I have had the honor and advantage of a certificate 
from the Minister of Foreign Affairs recognizing our work. No 
other facilities are required. 

Your kind assistance in this matter will be most helpful. 



Respectfully yours, 

A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


January 3, 1950. 


Physician in Charge, 

Public Health Service, 

4th and C Streets, N.W. 

Washington 25, D.C, 

Dear Sir: 

Mr. Watson M. Perrygo, of the United States 
National Museum, under the Smithsonian Institution, is 
to proceed to the Canal Zone and the Republic of Panama 
on official business for the Smithsonian about the first 
of February. 

May I ask that Mr. Perrygo be given the necessary 
inoculations covering this journey. 

Very truly yours, 

A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


Ip 


January 3, 1950 


Dr. William Hall Holden, 
755 Park Avenue, 

New York 21, New York. 


Dear Bill: 

Yours of December 31 with permission to 
take flag No. 117 again to Panama is just at hand and 
much appreciated. 

I am busy now in the details of getting an 
outfit together which will be shipped by ocean freight 
about the 10th or 12th of this month. 

I am revising my medicine kit at the present 
moment and would like to ask a question relative to 
sulpha drugs for use in treating wounds and infections. 
Can you recommend the proper tablets and also either 
powder or ointments for this purpose? 

I have a reservation to leave on February 4 
so that I am beginning to get quite steamed up over 
this trip. 

Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary, 
hs 
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Wt lltam Hall Holden, M. D. 

755 Park Aventje 
New York 21, N. Y 

December 31* 1949 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore, Secy. 

Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25* D. C. 

Dear Alex: 

It was nice to receive your letter, 
and I am delighted to hear about your possible 
trip to Darien. You certainly have the per¬ 
mission of the Flag Committee to retain flag 
No. 117 for your next expedition. 

I shall look forward to seeing you 
at the Annual Dinner. Here's wishing you 
the very best of wishes for the coming New Year. 


WHH:rms 



Since 


’William Hall Holden, K.D 


REPU BLICA DE PANAMA 



Numero 


MINISTERIO DE EDUCACION 
MUSEO NACIONAL 


Panama, 29 hf _Diclexabre— dc 194JL. 


Senor donfor7)«r*. 
Alexander Wetmore, 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25 D. C. 

U. S. A. 



Muy estimado Dr. Wetmore* 


A1 desearle, antes que nada 


un Aho Nuevo 


muy feliz, contesto con muchisimo gusto, su aprefia- 
ble carta del 16 de Diclembre en curso, que Ud. se 
dign6 dirigirae en relacifin con el hallazgo paleon- 
tologico de "Oofi’’. Dispfinseme la tard&mza con que 
me refiero a las muy interesantes observaciones de 
su nota, pero esperaba consultar coaio era de rigor, 
al muy ocupado Ministro de Educaci6n, Don Max Arose- 
mena. Lo conoci6*Ud. recuerdtt, en M Parita”, durqnte 
la estaci6n seca de 1947. El me acaba de expresar, 
en efecto, que mira esta nueva expedlci6n cientifica 
del Smithsonian Institution con la mfis entusiasta 
simpatia y que los ilustres personajes que la inte- 
gran, tendr&n sin duda, en lo oficial y en lo perso¬ 
nal, todo el apoyo que ellos merecen. Esto lo tenia 
que^, suponer Dr. Wetmore, ya que Ud. sabe muy bien en 
que forma Al auspicifi^tambifin como Ministro de Edu- 
cacl6n # los lmportantds trabajos que el Dr. Stirling, 
entuvo dirigiendo en "parita”. 



cuencia de este iraportante descubrimlento. Ha des- 
pertado mucho interfis en todos los circulos inte- 
lectuales, y los habitantes de !, Ocu M particualrmen- 
te, esperan con gran curiosidad cientifica la ini- 
ciacldn de estos trabajos• Es mucho honor para maes¬ 
tro pais desde luego, que tambifin en la raraa pa¬ 
leontologies que tiene relacIfin con los vertebrados, 
la gran Imstitucifin cientifica que Ud. tan digna- 
mente dirige, se disponga a ofrecer^y tal como Ud. 
me lo comunica^.tan generosa ayuda. Tenga Ud. la se- 
guridad de que los distlnguidos cientificos—el Dr. 
Gazin y el Dr. Whitef’serAn reelbidos con toda cor- 









dialidad y con Bruy sinceros afecbos. 

Em la esperanza de poderlo ver de nuevo, en 
nuestro pais, -tal corao Ud. me lo da a conocer- y en 
el deseo de que Ud. pueda continuar aqui, sin tropie- 
zos sus importantes trabajos ornitologicos, me es gra 
to auscribirme de Ud. su muy afectisimo amigo. 



Prof. Alejandro Mendez P., 
Director del Muaeo Nacional 






The Fossil of Ocu 


• What is the truth about the gigantic 
bones in the Interior of Panama. 


El Fosil de Ocu 

• Que hay de verdad sobre el hallazgo de 
unos huesos gigantescos en el Interior 
de Panama. 


1MPRENTA DE LA ACADEMIA 


PANAMA 



































# Campestnos autenticos del Diitrito de Ocu. El vestido 
propia. Note la espuela en el campesino del centro. 


el 


sombrero son de industries 


• Authentic natives of the Ocu District . 

• La vieja Iglesia de la poblacion, hoy reuovada, y con un hermoso Altar Mayor de mar 
mol de carrara. 


This old Church of the townsite, today totally renovated and with a beautiful altar 
made of marmol. 


• Esta publicacion estd dedicada a las institu- 
ciones cientificas y a cuantos se interesan por 
las excursiones a traves del territorio panameno. 


• This publication is dedicated to all scien¬ 
tific Institutions and to all those interested in 
researching tourism through Panamanian territory. 


























































































































































































































































































CONCEPTO AUTORIZADO 


Los restos que se acaban de encontrar, a pocas mi- 
lias de la poblacion de “Ocu”, significan, a mi juicio, un 
descubrimiento cientifico de suma importancia. For sus 
dimensiones y por las pdculiaridades que demuestran, en 
cuanto a su configuracion, bastante curiosidad tendran 
que despertar, sin duda, entre los paleontologos del Con - 
tinente Americano. Si no representan una nueva espe - 
cie de los extinguidos Ungulados, (lo que por ciertas ca¬ 
l'acteristicas bien pudiera suponerse) 9 ellos se tendrian 
que considerar, en todo caso, como muy valiosos datos 
para el esparcimiento geografico, de la representacion 
espdcifica de que se trate. Sacardn de dudas los hue- 
sos que se vayan logrando, en tan celebrado sitio; pero 
sin la intervencion de tecnicos, en esta dificil rama de 
la Paleozoologia, no me parece prudente J que se ade- 
lante la investigacion. 

Alejandro Mendez 

Director del Museo Nacional 
Panama, Septiembre 30, 1949. 





INFORME DEL DR. R. NUInTEZ, PlJBLICADO 
en la Revista Epocas.—Agosto 1949. 

El hallazgo, en un modesto matografico o un cuento produ- 

dlstrito del Interior panameno, cido por la fantasia pueblerina 

de un fosil aulentico, pertene-* si cierto numero de huesos, de 

ciente a un incognito gigante del tamano juera de lo comun, no 

pasado, pareceria un truco cine- estuvieran actualmente en exhibi- 

• CH N C/RRIZO, organ z -dor do la Exped'c on, mostra^do una coyuniura del fosil, co- 
no eld.: entre los camjoesinos con el non.br e de "Chocozuela’ , . 


• Mr. CHIN CARRIZO, Manager of the POSADA SAN SEBASTIAN DE OCU Hotel, 
showing a bone of the fossill 
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THE FOSSIL OF OCU 

By Dr. R. Nunez 

Translator : JOHN F. W. HINES. 

Profesor of English. 


The discovery, in a modest dis¬ 
trict in Panama, of an authentic 
fossil that belongs to some un¬ 
known giant animal of the past, 
might have seemed like a cine¬ 
matographic trick or sounded 
like some tale invented by the 
people, had there not been on ex¬ 
hibition, in the small tourist hotel 
at Ocu, these bones which were 
transported there on the very day 
of their discovery, and had there 
not been in existence authentic 
Documents signed by thirty three 
witnesses who were present when 
the strange discovery of these 
bones of uncommon size was 
made in the nearby place of La 
Coca on the 23rd, July 1949. 

Nation unwide interest had been 
aroused following a publication 
in the press of the possible dis¬ 
covery of a dinosaur and the ne¬ 
cessity for satisfying this cu¬ 
riosity led to the formation of an 
expedition in which six of the 
witnesses participated, while the 
remaining twenty seven said the 
arrival of the vehicle bearing the 
bones „ which were cleaned, exa¬ 
mined and exposed to the public 
view in the Saint Sebastian Lod¬ 
ging House. 

The information concering this 
very interesting discovery, and, 
the proportions of the bones exhi¬ 
bited, indicate that the animal 
must have been of a gigantic size 
possib J y about ten times the size 


of a horse and of a very remote 
crigen. 

From what we know this is 
the first kind of this species of 
animals registered on the Isthmus 
of Panama. This, incidentally, 
lends itself to very important 
scientific deductions about our 
geology. To be sure, we would 
be greatly surprised if the experts, 
as a result of this kind of inves¬ 
tigation, were to establish facts 
contrary to those which are gen¬ 
erally believed that the Isthmian 
soil is not of recent formation 
but possesses an pmtiqvuity of 
more than five hundred thousand 
years-—figures which appear as¬ 
tronomical as compared with the 
human existence when measured 
m months days and hours. 

The total unburryirig of all the 
bones of this gigantic animal and 
the actual reconstruction of the 
fossil should next be done. This 
should be effected under the su¬ 
pervision of scientific experts, 
and with the assistance of the Na¬ 
tional Authorities and scientific 
and cultural centers in this and 
foreign countries; and at the ear¬ 
liest possible date as the fear that 
apportiunists and curious persons 
may remove portions of this in¬ 
teresting structure fully justifies 
its foundation . 

THE AGE OF THE 

nmosAURUS 

To what aniniul of the past 
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cion en el pequeno hotel de turis- 
nio de Ocu, a donde lueron trans 
portados el mismo dia de su en- 
cuentro y si no existiera un doeu- 
mento lehaciente. firmado por 
treinta y tres testigos presenciales, 
uando cuenta del extraho hallaz¬ 
go hecho el 23 de julio de 1949 
en un lugar cercano, conocido 
con el nombre de La Coca, 

En atencion a la curiosidad 
que ha despertado en todc el pais 
la noticia dada por la prensa so- 
bre el descubrimiento de un po- 
sible dinosaurio, conviene dejar 
debidamente aclarado, como ba¬ 
se para una investigacion formal, 
que seis de esos testigos toma- 
ron parte directa en la expedi- 
cion y que los otros presencia- 
ron la llegada del vehiculo en 

que fueron conducidos los hue- 
sos, y los examinaron personal- 

mente al ser limpiados y expues- 
tos a la vista del publico en la 
Posada San Sebastian. 

Se trata, como se puede ver 
por la anterior informacion, de 

un hallazgo realmente interesan- 
te, ya que las proporciones de 

los huesos exhibidos indican que 
el animal debio ser de tamano gi- 
gantesco —se ha dicho que diez 
veces el tamano de un caballo— 
lo eual supone, por consiguiente, 
un origen bastante remoto. Has- 
ta donde sepamos, seria por otra 
parte el primer hallazgo de un 
animal de esta especie que se 
registra en el Istmo de Panama, 
cosa que se presta a importantes 
deducciones cientificas s o b r e 
nuestra geologia. Sorpresa ver- 
dadera recibiriamos, por ejem- 
plo, si a traves de esta clase de 


investigaciones, los expertos lle- 
garan a establecer, al contrario 
de lo que generalmente se cree, 
que el suelo istmeno no es de 
reciente formacion sino que po- 
see una antiguedad mayor de 
quinientos mil anos. Para los 
que vivimos una exi&tencia cal- 
culada en meses, dias y horas, 
la cifra parece sin embargo una 
cuenta astronomica. 

Desenterrar la totalidad de los 
huesos y lograr reconstruir el fo- 
sd, deberia ser desde luego el 
proximo paso. Y deberia tam- 
bien contarse para este objeto 
con la intervencion de las auto- 
ridades nacionales, con la direc¬ 
tion de personas expertas y con 
la cooperacion de los., centros 
cientificos y culturales del pais 
asi como del extranjero. El te- 
mor de que los curiosos y los 
oportunistas realicen incursiones 
para llevarse piezas de la inte- 
resante estructura, no deja, por 
otra parte, de ser justificado. 

LA EDAD DE LOS DINO- 
SAURIOS 

A que animal del pasado co- 
nespondera, finalmente, el es- 
queleto localizado en el distrito 
cle Ocu? 

Juzgando por las dimensiones 
de los huesos extraldos hasta 
ahora, es correcta la apreciacion 
de que el animal vivo debio te- 
r.er diez veces el cuerpo de un 
caballo, aunque la forma fuera 
diferente, como la de un gran 
la^arto, por via de ejemplo. Los 
campesinos de los alrededores, 
cmienes sabian desde fecha muv 
anterior de !a existencia de es- 
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• Ud. jjuede tener una buena idea de la manera como ban ido encontrdndose los huesos se- 
gun esta foto tomada ulgunos dias mas tarde, cuando una segunda excursion, encabezada por 
el Prof. Alejandro Mendez, Director del Museo Nacional- de Panama, confirmo la importan- 
cia del hallazgo. 


• You can have a good idea about how the bones have been found, as shown by the photo 
above . This picture was taken a few days later ivhen a second group of people led by Prof. 
A. Mendez, Chief of Panama National Museum went to make sure of the importance of the 
discovery. 


therefore corresponds this skele¬ 
ton found in the district of Ocu? 
Judging by the dimensions of the 
bones extracted up to now one 
will appreciate the fact that the 
animal must have been about ten 
times the size of a horse although 
the shape of the body was dif¬ 
ferent from that of a horses’s 


body , and might have resembled 
more, the body of a great alliga¬ 
tor. The residents who knew 
much earlier about the existence 
of the bones regarded them as 
being the bones of a whale. One 
of them was used as a seat but 
was subsequently used by a wi¬ 
zard who scraped upon it in or- 








tos huesos, hablan “de la osa- 
menta de la ballena”, de una ver¬ 
tebra usada por alguno de ellos 
a guisa de asiento y hasta de 
un viejo curandero que solia ras- 
par dichos huesos para preparar 
sus menjurjes. 

La palabra Dinosaurio surgio 
propiamente en el hotel, cuando 
un maestro de escuela, por ilus- 
trar la creciente curiosidad del 
publico, coloco al lado de los 
huesos en exhibicion una lamina 
que mostraba algunas especies de 
dinosaurios. Acaso el maestro 
habria vacilado un poco si hu- 
biera tenido presente en ese mo¬ 
menta que, segun las teorias de 
los modernos geologos, la apari- 
cion del hombre sobre la tierra 
data de trescientos mil ahos y 
que los dinosaurios corresponden 
a una edad geologica bastante 
anterior. De todos modos, la la¬ 
mina llevada con tan buena vo- 
luntad por este maestro* sirvio 
de mucho para dar una noeion 
de la importancia del hallazgo. 

AL PIE DE LA CORDILLERA 

El trayecto recorrido en un 
viejo 6 ''commander’ 5 del ejercito 
norteamericano, es en general 
bastante piano. Desde la pobla- 
cion de Ocu hasta el caserio de 
La Coca, donde se encuentra el 
deposito de huesos, habra diez 
kilometros. De alii en adelante 
cl paisa je se quiebra con la pre- 
sencia de la cordillera. Muy cer- 
ca aparece el cerro de La Te- 
td, que debe el nombre a su cu- 
riosa conformacion. La serrania 
se sucede en hermosa gradacion 
hasta el elevado Tijera que mar- 


ca el vertice de este ramal andi- 
no y tiene para los ocuenos la 
misma sugestion del Canajagua 
para los habitantes de la provin- 
cia de Los Santos. El cerro Ti¬ 
jera — originalmente “Tejira”, 
tal vez — recuerda por otra par¬ 
te un volcan extinguido que hu- 
biera estado activo en tiempos 
inmemoriales. 

De no haber sido por la opor- 
tuna advertencia del campesino 
Manuel Valdivieso, quien sirvio 
de guia al grupo, probablemen- 
ie habriamos pasado por encima 
cel deposito de huesos sin dar- 
nos cuenta. Pero aquel hombre 
rustico, con la seguridad del que 
conoce palmo a palmo cl terre- 
no, indico el sitio precise, di- 
ciendo: 

—“Aqui es la cosa”.— 

Y la cosa resulto ser la falda 
de una sencilla loma, sembrada 
de salientes oseos y de piedras 
facilmente desprendibles. Al fi¬ 
nal de la loma corre un pequeno 
arroyuelo entre piedras sueltas y 
un suelo movedizo. El brillo del 
cuarzo cristalizado llama \a su 
vez la atencion. 

El primer hueso extraido con 
ayuda de una pala y una pique- 
ta, resulto contener una rotula de 
dimensiones impresionantes, lo 
que contribuyo a llenar de entu- 
siasmo al grupo de excursionis- 
tas. Jose Quintero, el mas jovial 
de la pandilla, remedando a 
Vasco Nunez de Balboa, alzo la 
daga y “tomo posesion” del lu¬ 
ge r. Chin Carrizo, Jefe nat>iral 
de la expedicion y el mas inte- 
resado en la busqueda, bien pron¬ 
to se contagio de la emocion del 
hallazgo y se puso a excavar con 
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• This picture was taken when the second group went to "La Coca”, led hy Prof. A. Men¬ 
dez, Director of the National Museum of Panama Among this group went several men of 
science from the Canal Z.one. Not only were they interested* on account of such an import 
tani event {the discovery of the fossil) but very pleased with neiv findings to * complete the 
study of it. People are very enthusiastic about searching for -more fossils. 



• En una segunda excursion a LA COCA, compuesta por el Director del Museo Nacional de 
Panama y por varios cientificos de la Aon a del Canal, no solo se confirmo la importancia del 
hallazgo sino que se obtuvieron nuevos datos de gran interes. La existencia de otros fosiles 
es por otra parte objeto del entusiasmo de los moradores, 


der to prepare his medicines. 

The name “Dinosaur ” really 
originated in the hotel , where a 
school teacher in order to ap¬ 
pease the growing curiosity of 
the public , placed beside the 
bones on exhibition , a picture 
showing different species of di¬ 
nosaurs. He must have had in 
mind the idea of the modern geo¬ 
logists that human existence on 
the earth dated three hundred 
thousand years back, and that the 
age of the dinosaur geologically, 


was much earlier. At any rate the 
teacher s picture greatly, empha¬ 
sized the importance of the dis¬ 
covery. 

AT THE FOOT OF THE 
MOUNTAIN RANGE 

The distance covered by an old 
“Commander” of the North Amer¬ 
ican Army is generally very 
smooth. From the district of Ocu 
to the “Hunting Place of La Co¬ 
ca, the distance is about ten kilo¬ 
meters. From there on, the see - 
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• Siguiendo par la Carretera Panamericana, a 150 millas de la Capital esta Ocu ,, 
centro de an dislrito de 9.000 habitantes, y de los celebres u Montanos ” entre las 
Quales hay descendientes puros de los conquistador es espaholes. La existencia de 
los aborigenes se constata por la abundancia de guacas, sehales en las rocas, etc. 
El distrito cuenta con muchos caserios y esta equidistante de Chitre, Aguadulce y 
Santiago. 


• Following the Panamerican Highway at 150 miles from the Capital City is Oca, 
in a district of about 9.000 in population and well known on account of the Montu- 
nos , among them some of pure Spanish descent, directly in line from the Conquerers 
Primitive inhabitants are studied and known because of the “ Guacas ” (Indian 
Tombs) and signs on the rocks. In this district there are also several small villages. 
It is only one hour from Chitre, Aguadulce and Santiago. 




































































■ Petrified wood at Ocu’s Distrit.—Are well known as "Piedra de Chumico” but several 
palms and other type of trees have been found with its’ own propertis, like colors and designs. 


* Mad eras petrificadas del Distrito de Ocu .— La piedra se conoce vulgarmente como "Pie¬ 
dra de Chumico” pero se loan encontrado troncos de palmer as y de toda clase de arboles, 
los cuales conservan sits vetas y colores caracteristicos. 


ahinco. Hasta Rodrigo Nunez 
junior, a pesar de tener trece 
anos apenas, contemplo con sor- 
presa el tamano de aquellos hue- 
sos y se deshizo en exclamacio- 
nes. -Recien llegado de un cole- 
gio de Suiza y habiendo tenido 
oeasion de visitar varios museos 
de Europa, declaro rotundamen- 
te que era un hallazgo 44 muy im- 
portante”. . . 

RECON STRUCCION IMAGINA¬ 
RY DEL FOSIL 

El acuerdo a que se llego, asi 


que fueron extraidos los prinie- 
ros huesos, demostrativos de que 
en ese lugar yacian en realidad 
los restos de un animal de pro- 
porciones fuera de lo ordinario, 
iue el no excavar a tontas y lo- 
cas, a fin de permitir mas ade- 
lante y guiados por persona com- 
petente, una investigacion en re- 
gl£t. 

Habiendo logrado encontrar 
dos huesos que encajaban per- 
fectamente el uno con el otro. 
Jose Maria Munoz, un muchacho 
que reside en el pueblo, recono- 
cio sin vacilacion la articulacion 
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nery, is broken by the presence 
of a mountain range. Nearly , ap¬ 
pears a hill by the name of “Te- 
ta”, which owes its name to its 
curious conformation. The ridge 
of mountains follows in beautiful 
formation up to Tijera Hill , 
which is the vertex of this Andean 
branch and which conveys to the 
inhabitants of Ocu an idea si¬ 
milar to that coveyed by the Ca¬ 
na jagua to the people of Los San¬ 
tos , of a once active but now ex¬ 
tinct volcano. 

Had it not been for the op¬ 
portune advice of Manuel V ah 
divieso, who acted as guide , the 
expedition might have passed the 
ground containing the bones with¬ 
out taking notice. But that rustic 
man with the assurance of one 
who knows the land span by span 7 
indicated the exact spot saying; 
''Here Is The Thing. 7 ’ 

And the “thing” proved to be 
the incline of a small hill of pro¬ 
jecting osiers and easily loosened 
stones with a small river running 
at its end , and an abundance of 
quartz whose crystallized struc¬ 
ture immediately attracts one 7 s 
attention. 

The first bone that was extract¬ 
ed with the aid of a shovel and 
pick axe , had a knee bone of unu¬ 
sual dimensions which contribut¬ 
ed, to the interest of the excur¬ 
sionists. Jo$e Quintero, the most 
jovial of the group , in imitation 
of Vasco Nunez de Balboa raised 
a dagger and took oossession of 
the place, while Chin Carrizo , 
natural head of the exoedition 
and the most interested in thC 
search evinced his enthusiasm by 
excavating with earnestness. 


Rodrigo Nunez Jr., thirteen 
years old, contemplated with sur¬ 
prise the size of the bones and 
outdid himself in exclamations. 
Being recently from college in 
Switzerland , and having visited 
various museums in Europe , he 
declared explicately that the dis¬ 
covery was “a very important 
one.” 

IMAGINARY RECONSTRUC¬ 
TION OF THE FOSSIL 

After the first bones were ex¬ 
tracted[, it was agreed that the ex¬ 
cavation of the remaining bones 
of this extraordinary animal 
should be done under the gui¬ 
dance of some competent person. 

Two bones that fitted perfectly 
—one with the other—were found 
—and Jose Maria Munoz, a re¬ 
sident of the district , recognized 
the articulation of the knee, which 
is called “Chocozuela” in that 
interior region. Being in posses¬ 
sion of a similar date , we were 
able to calculate the relative di¬ 
mensions of a foot of the fossil 
and then the approximate size of 
the animal. 

Withen an hour were found 
segments of ribs, some vertebraes 
possibly of the neck or tail , a 
larger piece which resembled the 
pelvis bane, and many Oliver 
booken ribs of impossible iden¬ 
tification at the moment. 

In the excavation which did 
not exceed eighty centimeters 
neither teeth nor other remains 
of th*> head were found. There 
was discovered, however, a sub¬ 
stance very different from bone 
and more resembling skin or 
rather the shell of a turtle: a sub¬ 
stance whose size and shape made 
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de la rodilla, conocida en el me¬ 
dio ambiente interiorano con el 
nombre de “chocozuela”. Fue, 
ya en posesion de un dato seme- 
jante, que se pndo calcular las di- 
mensiones de una pata del fosil 
y de alii el tamano aproximado 
del animal completo. 

En el espacio de una hora se 
encontraron segmentos de costi- 
11 as, algunas vertebras posible- 
mente del euello o de la cola; un 
trozo mayor, parecido al hueso 
de la pelvis y muchos otros hue- 
sos rotos, de imposible identifi- 
cacion por el momento. Pero el 
liallazgo de una sustancia dife- 
rente al hueso y bastante pare- 
cida a una piel, mejor aun, a 
una concha de tortuga o de ar¬ 
madillo, hizo pensar, por la for¬ 
ma y el tamano, que se trataba 
de una escama gigante. 

Entre los restos recogidos nin- 
£uno parecia pertenecer a la ca- 
beza. Tampoco se encontraron 
dientes, si bien ninguna excava- 
cion paso de una profundidad de 
ochenta centimetros. 

Pero no habia inconveniente 
en poder imaginarse, llevados de 
la sugestion del hallazgo, a un 
pesado animal, capaz de mover- 
se como un enorme lagarto, eri- 
zado el lomo de fuertes escamas 
y huyendo de algun cataclismo. 

CONMOCIONES Y FENOMENOS 
DE LA NATURALEZA 

Enrique Ziomek, un joven po- 
laco recien llegado a Ocu con el 
deseo de establecerse en el lugar, 
formaba tambien parte de la ex- 
pedicion. Culto, buen observa- 
dor, seguia con gran interes el 


descubrimiento de aquellos hue- 
sos voluminosos y reflexionaba 
sobre su probable origen. Con 
un pedazo de cuarzo en una ma- 
no y un hueso medio petrifica- 
do en la otra, no demostro nin- 
gun asombro cuando alguno de 
los companeros expreso la ver¬ 
sion del cerro Tijera converbdo 
en un volcan en erupcion y lan- 
zando al aire su artilleria de pie- 
dias, una de las cuaies acerto a 
alcanzar al monstruo en fuga y 
ccasionarle la muerte. 

Hasta donde se podia apreciar, 
aquel sitio no tenia trazas de ha- 

A 

her sido de origen marino. En 
cambio el cuarzo abunda en la 
forma exterior de piedras suel- 
tas. Usted recoge una piedra 
cualquiera, una piedra negra, re- 
dondeada y muy poco llamativa, 
pero si consigue romperla, en- 
contrara que por dentro es cuar¬ 
zo cristalizado y que hay una 
hcrmosa variedad de colores. 
Aparentemente la cristalizacion 
en este caso seria debida al fue- 
gc, en otras palabras a una tem- 
peratura muy elevada, y de alii 
la idea de que sea un producto 
volcanico v no una cristalizacion 
de naturaleza marina. 

Sin embargo, hay un factor en 
el suelo de la region ocuena que 
merece ser tenido en cuenta al 
formularse cualquier hipotesis. 
E»te factor es la abundancia de 
maderas petrificadas, lo cual in- 
dica la infiltracion y la accion 
momificante de^ acido silicico. 
La Posada San Sebastian, nom¬ 
bre dado por los ocuenos a su 
hotel de turismo, ofrece por cier- 
to bellos ejemplares de maderas 


one think of it as a huge scale. 
It was convenient however , to 
imagine by the findings a heavy 
animal being able to move about 
like an enormous shark covering 
his back with enormous scales 
and fleeing from some catastro¬ 
phe. 

COMMOTION AND NATURAL 
PHENOMENON 
Enrique Ziomek , a polish youth 
who recently arrived in Ocu with 
the idea of settling there , also 
formed a part of the expedition. 
Cultured and a good observer , he 
followed with interest the disco¬ 
very of those voluminous bones 
and thought about their possible 
origin , with a piece of quartz in 
cue hand and a half petrified bone 
in the other he bid not display 


any sign of surprise when his 
companions voiced their opinion 
of Tijera Hill having been con¬ 
verted into a volcano in eruption , 
one of whose stones caught the 
monster while in flight and caused 
its death. As far as could be seen 
that part of Tijera Hill did not 
have traces of sea origin. On the 
other hand quartz abounded. 

Should one take up one of those 
apparently unattractive black 
stones, and succeed in breaking 
it, one cannot but be struck by 
the crystallized quartz and the 
variety of colors on the inside. 
Since there were not seen any 
traces of sea origin , it is obvious 
then, that the crystallization must 
have been done through heat at 
a high temperature, hence the 


>• Notese el volumen de estos huesos que parecen pertenecer a la articulacion del pie 



« Take notice of these huge bones, which appears to form the, articulatton of the feet 
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petrificadas, ertisticamente colo* 
cadas en las Daredes del edificio 
que semeja una construceion me- 
dioeval. 

LA MEJOR BE TODAS LAS 
CACERIAS 

Eran ya las tres de la tarde y 
un gran temporal se aproxima- 
ba. Temiendo que el automovil 
no pudiera regresar a causa de 
la lluvia que transforma en fan- 
gales los caminos de tierra, los 
dos campesinos del grupo se 
apresuraron a construir una pa- 
rihuela para llevar los restos ex- 
traidos hasta el “commander”, 
distante una media milla. 

Mientras Sebastian Carrizo, 
htrmano menor de Chin, limpia- 
ba un poco los restos y los amon- 
tonaba para ponerlos luego en la 
parihuela, otros companeros se 
afanaban en dejar una serial de 
piedras que permitiera mas tarde 
identificar el sitio. 

Bajo un viento huracanado y 
cargado de lluvia —“el espiritu 
del monte que se vengaba de los 
cazadores”— emprendimos ace- 
leradamente el regreso. Por suer- 
te el mal tiempo amaino ligero 
y una tarde radiante perduro 
hasta la llegada a Ocu a donde 
conduciamos la rnejor pieza de 
todas las cacerias interioranas. 

EXCELENTES TESTIGOS 

A1 entrar a la poblacion tro- 
pezamos con un grupo de veci- 
nos encabezados por la autoridad 
local y por el parroco, empena- 
dos ese dia en pavimentar una 
calle mediante el sistema de la 
“junta’', tan popular en el Inte¬ 
rior. Avisados del hallazgo del 


fosil, su entusiasmo subio de 
punto al contemplar los huesos 
que llevabamos en demostracion 
de que no se trataba de una no¬ 
vela. 

Media hora despues gran nu- 
mero de curiosos se agolpaba 
en el hotel para poder dar cre- 
dito a la noticia, mas sorpren- 
dente que el descubrimiento de 
una mina de, oro. 

Una vez lavados los huesos y 
colon ados sobre una mesa para 
cjue pudieran ser vistos por to- 
dos, el desfile continuo hasta 
avanzada la noche. La presencia 
de varios medicos, llegados de la 
vecina ciudad de Santiago de 
Veraguas donde se celebraba una 
Conferencia de jefes de hospita¬ 
ls, contribuyo a disipar cual- 
quier duda, ya que todos los doc- 
tores, entre los cuales estaba un 
csteologo, examinaron los restos 
de aquel “conejo” descomunal y 
corroboraron la opinion de que 
se trataba de algo “muy intere- 
sante”. A su presencia se debio 
que otros huesos pudieran haber 
sido reconocidos. Los correspond 
sales de los periodicos se encar- 
garon de lo demas. 

U VAYA Y CONYENZASE 
USTED MISMO”... 

Habiendo tornado parte peiso- 
nal en esta aventura, no esta por 
demas aclarar que el autor del 
presente informe no fue sino una 
especie de invitado honorario a 
una excursion que ofrecia el 
atractivo de una visita a los la- 
ree nativos. Lastima que ademas 
de la escooeta de caceria no se 
bubiera dispuesto tambien del 
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-• At Ocu’s, The San Sebastian Lodging House shows the most beautiful samples of petrified 
woods on its walls. 



• En las paredes de la r 'Posada San Sebastian 
petnficadas. 

originating of the idea that it was 
a volcanic and not marine pro¬ 
duct. However, there is one fac¬ 
tor in the soil of the ocuenian re¬ 
gion , that merits being taken into 
account before any hypothesis is 
formulated. This factor is the 
abundance of petrified woods 
which indicates the infiltration 
and mummifying effects of Silicic 
acid. 

The San Sebastian Lodging, 
House , which is the tourist hotel 
of Ocu , offers good examples of 
petrified boards artistically ar¬ 
ranged on_ the walls of the build¬ 
ing which thus resembles a me¬ 
dieval edifice. 



a Ocu” lucen hermosas muestras de maderas 


THE BEST PART OF 
THE HUNT 

It was three o’clock and with 
an approaching storm we were 
convinced that the vehicle would 
not be able to return as a result 
of the rain which transforms dirt 
roads into marsh. The two coun¬ 
trymen therefore constructed a 
stretcher to carry the extracted 
bones to the Commander \ which 
was half a mile away. In the 
meantime Sebastian Carrizo, Chin 
younger brother, partially clean¬ 
ed the remains which were piled 
on the stretcher. 

Before departing some mem- 
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aditamento de una camara foto- 
grafica, la que habria prestado 
en esa ocasion servicios invalo- 
rables. Estas fotos se pueden ob- 
tener, sin embargo, sin mucha di- 
ficultad. 

Tras el revuelo provocado por 
la prensa al trasmitir la noticia 
del hallazgo en Ocu de un mons- 
truo antediluviano, no han falta- 
do los incredulos y hasta alguna 
persona chusca y suspicaz ha 
querido ver a traves de tanto 
ruido una ingeniosa forma de 
piopaganda turistica. 

La agudeza de la ocurrencia 
mueve a sonreir con agrado por 
que en efeeto, en Ocu, la acoge- 
dora y pintoresca tierra de “los 
montunos’ 5 han abierto reciente- 
mente un buen hotel de turismo 
y la empresa, manejada cabal- 
mente por el propio Chin Carri- 
zo, mira con interes las excur- 
siones al Interior. 

En la duda, lo mejor sera ir 
y convencerse uno mismo. . . 

En materia turistica, la verdad 
es que Ocu, aparte de la fama 
de los legendarios duelos cam* 
pesinos para dirimir al machete 
las rivalidades y cuestiones de 
hombria, la gente gusta de vi- 
sitar el lugar por ser uno de los 
rincones mas tipicos de Panama. 
Herencia de espaholes y de in- 
dios, el distrito conserva carac- 
teristicas de varios siglos atras, 
caracteristicas que han perdido 
ya otras poblaciones en contacto 
mas directo con la vida moder- 
na. Con buenos atractivos natu- 
rales — rios, montanas, inscrip- 
ciones en las rocas, huertas, ca- 
ballos, cacerias, objetos, piedras 
curiosas, y el hotel a cinco horas 


de la Capital, por carreteras to- 
talmente pavimentadas, se justi- 
fica sobradamente el que funcio- 
ne alii una e&tacion de turismo 
y que exista el deseo comun de 
recibir visitantes, para estimular 
al mismo tiempo las industrias 
nativas. Y quien sabe si el des- 
cubrimiento del fosil se debio al 
deseo renovado de ofrecer curio- 
sidades a los turistas. Sabido es 
que buscando especias se encon- 
tro el Nuevo Mundo. 

LOS TUMULOS INDIGENAS 

Consignemos, para terminar, 
que cerea de Ocu existe otro lu¬ 
gar llamado “La Guaca’ 5 donde 
se dice que hay por lo menos 
veinte y cinco tumbas aborige- 
nes. Estos “entierros” parecen 
existir tambien en Majara, El 
Yerbo, Senales, Conaca, etc. 
Muy cerca de la Carretera Pan- 
americana, en el punto en que 
se aparta el camino de Ocu, se 
encuentran rodadas por la lade- 
ra de un monticulo, numerosas 
piedras labradas que han hecho 
creer que hubo alii un antiguo 
templo, muy anterior a la colo- 
nizacion espanola. La proximi- 
clad del distrito de Parita, don- 
dc el Dr. Stirling, en represen- 
tacion de la Smithsonian Insti¬ 
tution, hizo en 1943 excavacio- 
nes con notables resultados en 
materia de ceramica india, segun 
puede verse en el Museo Nacio« 
nal de Panama, indica por otra 
parte que hace dos mil ahos ya 
existia por esta region una cul- 
tura istmena, anterior, por con- 
siguiente a la Era Cristiana y a 
la civilizacion venida de Europa 
quince siglos despues. 
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hers of the expedition wished to 
leave a mark of stones which 
would make future recognition of 
the spot very easy. 

At last, under a strong wind 
burdened with rain— 6 'The Moun¬ 
tain s Revenge on The Hunters” 
—we speedily began our return. 
Fortunately the unpleasant wea¬ 
ther gave place to a radiant even¬ 
ing and we eventually arrived at 
Ocu after having effected the best 
piece of hunting of the Interior. 

EXCELLENT WITNESSES 

On arriving at Ocu we met a 
group of country-folk headed by 
the local authority and the priest 
determined to pave a street under 
the 66 joint system 99 which is po¬ 
pular among country-men. When 
informed of the finding of the 
fossil, they shared our enthusiasm 
arid regarded the presence of the 
bones as demonstrative that the 
report was authentic. 

The news of the discovery hav¬ 
ing spread rapidly within a short 
time a large crowd gathered at 
the hotel to view the bones, which 
were washed and placed on a 
table to be seen by all. 

Among the spectators were va¬ 
rious doctors who were attending 
a conference of heads of hospi¬ 
tals at Santiago de Veraguas. • 
They all examined the remains 
of that “monstrous rabbit” and 
corroborated the opinion that the 
discovery dealt with something 
very interesting. With their as¬ 
sistance the remaining bones 

• An Osteologist one of them. 


were identified. At this point the 
newspaper reporters took charge. 

GO AND CONVINCE 
YOURSELF 

It is not too much to say that 
the author of this iri\formifition 
was an honoraUw invited guest 
on the hunting expedition. It is 
regrettable that he was armed 
with a gun and not a camara 
which would have rendered more 
service on that occasion. 

Although the press has made 
known the discovery in Ocu of 
an antediluvian monster, there 
are unfortunately, persons who 
disbelieve the report, which they 
regard as tourist propaganda. If, 
however, the reader is in doubt, 
the best thing to do is to “Go 
and See for yourselff 

In tourist matters the truth is 
that apart from being famous 
for its legendary duels with the 
machette as a means of settling 
questions of honor. Ocu is one 
of the most typical corners of 
Panama. Of Spanish and Indian 
( origin ) heredity, the district 
has characteristics of past centu- 
turies, characteristics which have 
been lost by the other Panama¬ 
nian towns as a result of their 
more direct contact with modern 
life. With good natural attrac¬ 
tiveness, rivers, mountains, in - 
criptions on the rocks, orchards 
landscapes, objects made of cur¬ 
ious stones, horses, the recently 
opened hotel —at present man¬ 
aged by Chin Carrizo — and all 
within five hours ride from the 
Capital through totally well paved 
roads, Ocu fully justifies the pos¬ 
sessing of a tourist hotel and the 
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desire to receive visitors whose 
presence will at the same time 
stimulate the native industries. It 
is known that in. search of spices 
the New World was discovered, 
and who knows if the discovery 
of the fossils was not a result of 
the renown desire to offer curio¬ 
sities to tourists. 

THE NATIVE TOMBS 

We consign, to finish, that 
near Ocu there exists another 
place called “La Guaca”, where 
it is said that there are at least 
twenty-five native tombs. These 
“interments” also seem to exist 
in Majara, El Yerbo, Sehales, Co- 
naca etc. Near to the Pan Amer¬ 
ican Highway at the point where 
the road branches off for Ocu. 


there are at the incline of a hil¬ 
lock numerous worked stones, 
which make o(ne believe that 
there once stood on that spot an 
old, temple in the days prior to 
the Spanish colonization. The 
proximity of the district of Pa- 
rita, where Dr. Stirling, repre¬ 
senting the Smithsonian Institu¬ 
tion, made excavations in 1948 
with notable results in materials 
as can be seen in the National 
Museum in Panama, indicates 
that two thousand years ago there 
existed in this region an Isth¬ 
mian culture long before the 
beginning of the Christian Era, 
and the civilization that came 
from Europe fifteen hundred 
years later. 


• La ''Piedra -Cab alter a” que se encuentra cerca del sitio donde fue localizado el fosil. Es 
ademas de curio su, una prueba evidente ds los efectos de Id erosion. 



• This curious stone called ff Piedra Caballera’ > shoivs the effect of erosion, near the place 
where the fossil was located. 













































































































































































































































December 29, 1949 


Maj. Gen. Willis H. Hale, 
Ninth Air Force Base, 
Langley Air Force Base, Va. 


Dear General Hale: 

I know that you will not be surprised to learn that 
I am looking again toward Panama and in fact 1 am scheduled 
now to leave Washington for the south on February 4, so that 
I should be in the Zone by the end of the first week in 
February. I have the usual matters of business there con¬ 
cerned with the Barro Colorado Island Laboratory and then 
have in mind further field work with the birds on the Pacific 
side of the Republic. 

My plans are to go from Balboa to the little town of 
Chiman which is located a little over a 100 miles east, at the 
mouth of the Chiman River. I have learned that from here I 
can get access by one or two trails to the low mountain range 
in the interior where no ornithologist has ever been. 

You may recall that last May just prior to my de¬ 
parture from the Zone you were kind enough to arrange to send 
me out on a C-47 on reconnaissance of this area. My plans have 
all been developed from data secured during that flight. 

As I indicated above access to Chiman is by water. 

I will appreciate your advice as to whether you believe that it 
would be possible for me to arrange for the use of some small 
craft such as a crash boat for transportation from Balboa to 
Chiman. Mr. Perrygo would be with me. I also expect to have 
with me Ratibor Hartman who worked for me last year and who 
is now on the staff of the Gorges Memorial Laboratory. We 
would have about 1400 pounds of field equipment in small parcels 
and perhaps 400 to 500 pounds of food and other gear. 1 will 
have to take some food into that region as there will not be much 
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much available. In all we should have not much over a ton of 
freight. I would want to go in about the middle of February 
and suppose that the boat could make the trip over, unload 
and return to Balboa the same day. I would be ready to come 
out about April 3, with a load of somewhat less amount than 
I did have going in. 

* From Chiman I expect to go inland by canoe for a 

short distance and then over foot trail to make a base camp 
in the foothills of the low mountains. I would shift this camp 
at lease once during the course of the work. I have had ex¬ 
cellent information on the area from Colonel Frank A. Petit 
of the Inter-American Geodetic Survey. 

I hope that you and Mrs. Hale are both well and that 
you find it agreeable to be stationed once more at Langley Field. 

With my kindest regards and best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


Ip 



December 28* 1949 


Dr. Herbert C. Clark, 

Gorgas Memorial Institute of Tropical 
and Preventive Medicine, Inc., 

Gorgas Memorial Laboratory, 

« Apartado 1252, 

Panama, R. de P. 


Dear Dr. Clark: 

With the New Year approaching rapidly Panama 
is uppermost in my mind as usual at this season. I hope 
now to get away from here soon after the first of February 
and to be in Balboa. 

When you were here I told you something of my 
plans and you were kind enough to say that you though it 
might be possible to release Ratibor Hartman to me for the 
six or seven weeks necessary for the field work back of 
Chiman. I would expect to pay him the same salary that 
he would receive from you and his expenses. He would also 
have full opportunity to collect the insect material in which 
Major Hertig is interested. In fact, I believe that this might 
be a valuable addition to the material with which Maj. Hertig 
is employed. 

I will appreciate hearing from you as to whether I 
am free now to write to Ratibor relative to these plans as I 
want to take up a few details with him as early as possible 
in January. We have our Annual Meeting of the Board of 
Regents on January 13 and the Congressional Hearings about 
the same time. I am going to get away as soon after these 
tasks are finished aef'I can, and wish to have everything in 
order. 


1 was surprised at my election to your Board and 

learn from Colonel Siler that I am also ont he,Executive 
Committee I have recently received a set of annual reports 
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and have looked over the earliest and the latest to learn a 
little more about your organization than I have known 
from the pleasant visits that I have had with you and members 
of your staff. 

It was good to see you when you were here. 


Sincerely yours» 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


Ip 


December 29, 1949 


Physician in Charge, 

Public Health Service, 

4th and C Streets, N. W. 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

In connection with a trip to Panama on 
official business for the Smithsonian Institution, 

I beg to ask that I be given the necessary 
inoculations for health protection on this journey 

Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 

hs 



MEMORANDUM. 


December 22, 1949. 


E. A. Hall, 304 W. 3rd, Tuscumbia, Alabama, 
now in the service of the Navy, has just returned from Panama. 
He came in at the suggestion of J.C. Dansby of the Canal Zone, 
and told me that he expected to be associated with Mrs. Genuit 
in the development of some mining properties on the Atlantic 
side of Veraguas. These are located along the Belef^, Santiago 
and adjacent streams. Hall told me that he had gone into the 
mouths of these rivers in a helicopter# and had then gone inland 
There is an old road from the middle section of the Santiago 
over across to Santa Fe but it has not been used for a good 


many years 


Uy- 

'A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


IP 


November ,30, 1949 


Colonel Frank A. Pettit, 

Director, Inter American Geodetic Survey, 
United States Army Caribbean, 

Box 2031, Balboa Heights, Canal Zone. 


Dear Colonel Pettits 

Your communication of 16 November with accompanying enclosures 
has been most welcome since it has provided me with exactly the 
infomation that I need in considering plans for the field work that 
I have in view for the latter part of the coming dry season. I had 
in mind the Bayano Valley as one means of approach to the ’’Senanxa 
de Maje,” since I have been told that the Pacific side toward Caiman 
was inaccessible. Your data has cleared this completely and has 
given me exactly the leads I need. 

Briefly, after study of your maps and the data furnished, I expect 
now to plan to go to Chiman to establish a base there and from that 
point to work back into the mountains, using the trails that you state 
are accessible. For my work, 1 would want to make collections in the 
area adjacent to Chiman, then to move back to between 1,000 and 2,000 feet 
elevations into the mountains for further work and, from a camp located 
there, to continue on up into the higher elevations. I may say that 
the more interesting birds will probably be found 1,000 and 4,000 feet, 
possibly not above feet, depending upon the character of the 

forest growth. The area that naturalists term the subtropical zone 
is the one that has the greatest promise of unusual things. 

The type of work X do requires a fair amount of equipment avail¬ 
able, and what is necessary could be moved up to the lower camp without 
too much trouble, and lighter outfits would be taken higher up for 
trips of a week or so. 

The Cerro Chucanti seems to offer excellent opportunity and I 
believe also that Pechito Parroa from the map will be excellent. 


Colonel Frank A* Pettit 
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November 30, 1949 


This plan will replace the one that I mentioned in my letter of 
November 10 of going into La I alma which would wait until some other 
time. I may say that I had one reconnaissance flight over this region 
going from Chepo up the Bayano valley, crossing over to near the mouth 
of the Tuyra and then coming around along the coast to Chiman and up 
into the valley back of that village. This gave me a good view and 
some photographs of the lower levels, but unfortunately the higher 
mountains were in clouds as the flight took place on the first of May. 
I saw enough, however, to check with your data and to know that the 
more interesting area lies at the eastern end of the mountain range 
as Pico Coiumna appeared too rocky and was more barren. In this 
flight I am certain that I flew over the astrolabe station that you 
describe at the confluence of the Rios 3 abana and Lara. 

In 1944 I was located for a time on S a n Jose Island and have 
published a brief report on the birds of that Island and of Pedro 
Gonzalez, a copy of which 1 am pleased to send you herewith. 

If you have any further suggestions as to the country back of 
Chiman, I shall be very happy to have them. 

With appreciation of your attention, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 


A. Wetroore, 

Secretary. 

hs 

■ 

Enclosure 

P.3. I believe I mentioned earlier that administrative duties 
will hold me in Washington until after the middle of February so that 
my 'field work will come in March and April 195©* A. Vi. 





November 28, 1949 


Dr. H. G. Lederer, 

Director, Biological Laboratories, 
R* M. Hollingshead Corporation, 
Camden 2, Mew Jersey. 


Dear Dr. Ledereri 

1 wish to acknowledge tilth appreciation yours 
of November 23 and the three cans of your No. 2 
Insecticide, accompanied by the three additional 
cans of special Deodorant. The first will be most 
useful to me in my coming expedition, and I shall be 
interested in some experimenting with the latter 
though one learns in tropical travel in some places 
not to be too particular relative to odors* 

I will make report on the materials about the 
beginning of summer on return from the trip. 


Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary* 
hs 
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R.M. Hollingshead Corporation 


CAMDEN 2, NEW JERSEY 


November 23, 19^9 



Dr. A. Wetmore, Secretary ; 

Smithsonian Institution " 

Washington, D. 0. 

Dear Dr. Wetmore* 

At the request of Mr. Paul Engstrum of the Aer-0-8pra Corporation, 
we are forwarding you today three cans of our #2 Insecticide, as 
supplied the United States Army Quartermaster, and three cans of 
our special Deodorant for use in the Aer-O-Spra gun. 

As tiie Deodorant is not in spout cans, it is suggested that you in¬ 
sert the material in the gun with the use of a pipette. 

Since there are many other products that we manufacture that you may 
be in need of for the coming expedition, do not hesitate to call on 
us. 


Very truly yours, 


R. M. HOLLINGSHEAD CORPORATION 



H. G. Lbderer, Ph.D. 
Director, Biological Laboratories 


HGLiJ 








INTER AMERICAN GEODETIC SURVEY 
United States Array Caribbean 
Box 2031, Balboa Heights, C. Z. 


16 November 1949 


Mr. A, Wetraore 
Secretary 

Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C, 


Dear Mr. Wetmores 

In reply to your letter of 10 November 1949 I am inclosing 
two copies of a sketch map of the region of eastern Panama at 
the scale of 1:500,000, and the latest available Aeronautical 
Chart. A brief description of the region by one of our recon¬ 
naissance officers is included. 

In 1947 this organization established an astrolabe station 
at the confluence of the Cabana and Lara Rivers about sixteen 
miles north of La Palma. The position was determined to be 
Latitude 8° 37* 18", Longitude 78° 08« 31”. The description of 
the point is "the VEE" formed by the junction. A 'he point is 
covered with mangrove trees about thirty feet high. The station 
was not monumented. 

The Sinclair Oil Company has done considerable work up the 
Chucunaque River to the Chiati River. 

Members of this organization approached the triangulation 
stations from seaward - usually using landing craft and then 
proceeding inland to the mountains. No extended trips were 

made up the Rio Bayano. 

At La Palma there are three porters who are recommended. 

They sire Eladio Rodriguez, Mateo Alegria, and Francisco Garcia. 

At the present time this organization is working between the 
Pacific Coast and the Perlas Islands. The Inter American Geodetic 
Survey will do anything within its capabilities to assist you in 
your research. Do not hesitate to call upon us. 

Sincerely, 


lA.'wg f MOHE 

NOV 22 19*9 



Inc Is. 
FAP/mg 


FRANK A. PETTIT 
Colonel, CE 
Director 
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The best route to arrive at the village of La Palma is by 
water craft or by small seaplane down the Pacific Coast toward 
San Miguel Bay. All along the coast are small villages at which 
excellent natives can be hired. At the village of Chiman natives 
can be obtained to take parties in all of the areas that surround 
it for several miles in each direction. All these natives are 
trustworthy and know the country extremely well. The wages will 
be between $2.25 and $2.75 per day. One excellent guide’s name 
is Villereal. This village is supposed to be the one where Balboa 
planted his flag in the Pacific Ocean. 

There are several villages in or near San Miguel Bay at 
which natives can be hired, namely, Gonzalo Vasquez, Congo, La 
Palma, Corales and Garachine. At La Palma there is a German 
by the name of Johnney Wells who speaks English and can arrange 
for natives. There are several rivers near La Palma up which 
the guides will take you. Natives at Garachine state that other 
ornithologists visited there and Cerro Sapo in 1939. The lady 
who operates the small store there and a Lip, Frances can make 
all necessary arrangements. 

Inclosed is a map of that area showing the triangulation 
stations to which the natives guided the parties. This map 
should assist in locating these areas as the Arny renamed all 
the mountains in Eastern Panama and all the natives will know 
how to get to an area by just knowing the name of the triangu¬ 
lation station. 

The range of mountains called ’’Serrania de Maje" consists 
of the following mountains: Pico Colurana, 4,000’, very rockyj 
Chucanti, 5,300', very wet but good trail; Pechito Parroa, 1,800', 
good trail, good game. The trip into Columna takes approximately 
2g- days, Chucanti 2|- to 3 days, Pechito Parroa 6 hours. Excellent 
game and fowl can be found on all these trails such as Tapir, 

FJild Turkey, ?/ild Boar, and some small Deer. The natives on the 
coast near these hills know good trails to these points, especially 
those in Chiman. There is shelter built on top of Chucanti and 
possibly on the others. The shelter on Chucanti is located at 
Francisco, the azimuth station about 3600 feet along the ridge 
from station Chucanti. Water is within fifteen minutes of the 
shelter. 






November 10, 1949 


Lt. Col. Charles L. Pierce, 
Box 182, 

Ancon, Canal Zone. 


Dear Don Pedro: 

Yours of November 1 has reached me safely and Hr. 
Graf since his return has told me of his pleasant visits 
■with you. Graf had a great time and I was sorry that he 
did not have more time as he would have enjoyed a trip 
with you. 

We are thinking very seriously of some work at 
Ocu in the fossil deposits there and will make decision 
on this some time within the next week. I have just 
learned that we have had reports some years ago of large 
bones in that area so that there may be some very ex¬ 
tensive deposits. 

I wrote Karl the other day but have not yet heard 
from him. I hope that he will come to Washington before 
he goes back south. 

Winter is approaching and I am beginning to think 
very definitely of the south. It looks now as though I 
might get down some time in February though I probably 
will not have as much time as I had last year as I am 
scheduled to go to Europe in June. The Bayano River 
country is in my mind and I am making some plans for work 
up in that area. 

We are getting a grand lot of bird3 from Panama and 
a great deal of information on distribution which have never 
been available before. 



Lt. Col. Charles L. Pierce 
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November 10, 1949 



It has been very good to hear from you and I shall 
certainly let you know whenever plans are sufficiently 
definite for the dry season trip. 


Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetaore, 
Secretary, 
hs 



November 10, 1949 


Mr. Ratibor Hartmann, 

c/ o Gorgas Memorial Laboratory, 

Apartado 1252, 

Panama, R. de P. 


Dear Ratibor: 

I was in Buffalo, New York the middle of October 
for meetings of the American Ornithologists’ Union where I saw 
Dr. Hartman who gave a paper on the adrenal glands of birds 
and told of the work in Panama. He and I had a good talk and 
frequently mentioned you. 

In your letter to me you stated that you would like 
to have any comments relative to the preparation of the monkey 
skins and skulls, forwarded by Dr. Clark, that you have prepared. 
Dr. David Johnson, Curator of Mammals, says that the skins have 
been well handled and that they appear to be in proper condition 
for tanning. I may explain that with animals this size, we have 
them tanned as this allows them to be handled readily in study 
and also does not require as much space in storage in the collec¬ 
tions as when the skins are stuffed. The skulls that have been 
forwarded are in good shape and will clean up without trouble. 

The data with the specimens has been adequate though 
if practicable, we would prefer having the measurements in milli¬ 
meters. You will recall how Perrygo and I took them from the 
few specimens that we prepared when you were with us. I hope 
that you will be able to continue this work as the specimens 
are highly valuable here in the National Museum. 

Mr. Graf has told me of his meeting you at the 
Gorgas Laboratory and of the work that you were doing now with 
Major Hertig. I am sure that you will find this interesting and 
pleased that you have this opportunity for scientific work. I 
hope to see Dr. Clark when he is up here in Washington at the end 
of this month. 




Mr. Ratibor Hartmann 
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November 10, 1949 


Perrygo and I are going up into the Blue Ridge Mountains 
Saturday afternoon to stay until Sunday night. I can assure you 
that this “ill be quite different from the Quebrada Carriaso. For 
one thing, there will be no leaves on the trees and this will not 
be because it is the dry season, Instead we will probably have a 
temperature that will freeze ice in the water bucket at night. 

We will do a little collecting but probably will not shoot many 
birds. 

We will also have opportunity to make some plans regarding 
outfit for further work next season east of Chepo in Panama. I hope 
that it will be possible to make arrangements under which you will 
be rath us again. 

With my kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


hs 







November 10, 1949 

Colonel F. A. Petit, 

Box 2031, 

Balboa Heights, Canal Zone. 

My dear Colonel Petit: 

lour address has come to me through Captain L. D. Snell, aide 
to Major General Hale until recently Commanding Officer at Albrook 
Field. Captain Snell may have informed you of the work that I have 
been carrying on for several years relative to studies ol the bird life 
of the Republic of Panama. Last dry season in March and April I made 
collections of birds in the eastern part of the province of Panama, 
and during April used Chepo as a base. The work included collections 
from the continental divide down to the coast from the Mamoni and 
Bayano Rivers west into the eastern section oi the savanna country 

near Pacora. 

In Chepo I made various acquaintances and obtained considerable 
information on the Bayano River valley which was verified subsequently 
by an airplane reconnaissance through the kindness of General Hale. 

In the course of this reconnaissance, I had a good view of the base 
of the low mountains between the Bayano and the Pacific coast which 
intrigued me greatly. Captain Snell tells me that some of your 
parties have gone into this mountain art* and it is my understanding 
that the region has been penetrated up one of the rivers to the north 
of La Palma located at the mouth of the Rio Tuira. Captain Snell 
indicated that you might be willing to advise me on this point and also 
perhaps give me the names of reliable canoe men or helpers in^La Palma 
who mi$it be of assistance whenever I am able to arrange a trip into 
that region. Any information that you can give me will be greatly 

appreciated. 

This coming dry season I shall be somewhat restricted with 
regard to time due to some commitments that are to take me abroad for 
some of the summer. My plans for fieldwork are now in the formative 
stage. I had in mind this year the probability of going over to 
Chepo again and then arranging to go up the Bayano River at least 



Colonel F* A. Petit 
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November 10, 1949 


to Pirla. I desire, however, to get as much information as I can now 
relative to the mountain area which on some maps is marked as the 
Serranla de Maje. 

Any assistance that you may give me will be greatly appreciated 


Sincerely yours. 


A. ,/etmore. 
Secretary. 


hs 
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Sincerely ’-ours» 
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i. eetaore. 
Secretary. 
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The United States Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Entomology and Plant 
Quarantine, has announced a new and extremely effective method for dispersing concen¬ 
trated insecticides. It has been determined that concentrated insectical sprays de¬ 
livered in an "atomized form" required l/20 of the quantity of insecticide for effec¬ 
tively killing flies, mosquitoes and other flying insects, as compared with the quan¬ 
tity of dilute insecticide required by the old-fashioned, conventional household 
sprayer. A hand operated device for fine atomization or "aerosol dispersion" was 
initially developed in the early part of the War by H. 0. Schroeder in conjunction 
with the United States Department of Agriculture at Orlando, Florida, for use in the 
armed forces. An improved development of this initial device has now been converted 
into a commercial adaptation known as the AIR-O-SPRA, by the Paul Engstrum Associates, 

The AIR-O-SPRA is refillable and can be conveniently filled by the user. A re¬ 
movable filler plug is located externally, similar to the cigarette lighter. The 
concealed reservoir has a capacity of three fluid ounces, which is sufficient for 
effectively treating several hundred thousand cubic feet of space with concentrates. 

The new concentrate is packaged in three ounce cans, similar to the lighter 
fluid can, to afford convenient filling. 


Various features of the AIR-O-SPRA distinguish the device. It has a pleasing 
appearance, easy to operate, and gives a reliable performance. It resembles a flash¬ 
light and is approximately eight and one-half inches in length and one and five- 
eighths inches in diameter. The exterior shape is not only attractive, but also com¬ 
fortable in the hand as the device is operated. Plastic materials in attractive 
colors are utilized in fabrication of the exterior parts of the household model. 

The inside parts which hold the chemical are metal. A push-button control valve 
automatically closes the liquid line when the device is not in use. 

The functional parts have been scientifically designed and are built to precise 
specifications to assure ease of operation and reliable performance. The AIR-O-SPRA, 
when operated, discharges a mist that suspends freely in the air; this mist is a true 
aerosol, 


This new, 
Government for 


improved hand operated aerosol (AIR-O-SPRA) is now being used by the 
special purposes. 


PATENTS AND COPYRIGHTS APPLIED FOR 

PAUL ENGSTRUM ASSOCIATES 
Consulting-Industrial Engineers 


ROOM S03 DUPONT CIRCLE BLDG. 
1346 CONNECTICUT AVE. N. W. 
WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 

TELEPHONE: MICHIGAN 0668 
RESIDENCE: EMERSON 0352 


Specializing in Scientifically developed atomizers 

and spray Dispensers for Concentrate 
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home use 


PICK ICS 


pishing 






HUNTING 


NURSERY 


OUT P©OfcS\ 

at home 


cf 


convenient 
tONlAINER l 
CARRYING CA9E 


AIR-O-SPRA 


Chr-OSpra 

A TRUE AEROSOL 

PROPER APPLICATION is the APEX of EXTERMINATION 


SCIENTIFICALLY DESIGNED 
FOR EFFECTIVE TREATMENT 
OF SPACE 

HAND FILLED - HAND OPERATED 
HOLDS THREE OUNCES 


DEVELOPED BY 

PAUL ENGSTRUM ASSOCIATES 


loot FOURTEENTH ST N.W. 
WASHINGTON 5. D.C. 


ANNOUNCING A NEW MECHANICAL HAND OPERATED 
SPRAYER THAT PRODUCES AN AEROSOL 


H. 0. Sohroeder and Arthur W* Lindquist, Bureau of Entomology and Plant 
Quarantine, Uni tad State* Department of Agrioulture, report in the June issue of "Soap 
and Sanitary Ghsedoals", a "Method of Dispensing BLghly Oonoentrated Household Sprays"* 

Sehroeder and Lindquist oite, by laboratory tests, comparative effioienoy of 
various typss of dispensing equipment in killing file# and mosquitoes* The various 
devioes tested contained the same type of inseotioide and the quantity released in¬ 
dicates the efffctive quantity for killing the flies and mosquitoes enolosed withing the 
treated areas 


1000 CUBIC FEET OF SPACE TREATED 

TYP E OF APPLICATOR TESTED VOL* OF INSECTICIDE RELEASED 

1* Conventional Ply Spray------ 10 Mililiters equiv* *3381 os* 

2* Modified Conventional Fly Spray --- 6 " " *1690 os* 

3* Liquified Gas Aerosol Bomb ----- —-3 grams " *1068 Os* 

4* AT b - 0-SPRA, Hand-Operated Aerosol --------- *5 Mililiters " ,0169 os* 











































































































































DIRECTIONS FOR USE 


AIR-0-SPRA, HAND OPERATED AEROSOL 


DO NOT ATTEMPT TO DISASSEMBLE OR ADJUST. (ALL ADJUSTMENTS HAVE Bj 
GAUGES) . FILL ONLY WITH SPECIAL AEROSOL CONCENTRATE. 


£H3i 


M MADE WITH 


TO FILL 

1. Cut off tip of spout from 3 oz. aerosol concentrate can. 

2. Remove screw filler plug from head of sprayer. 

3. Insert can spout in filler opening and squeeze can to force contents 
into sprayer. 

4. When contents of can are emptied into sprayer replace screw plug. 

TO OPERATE 

1. Hold sprayer in elevated upright position. 

2. Hold large diameter barrel in one hand. 

3. Place thumb over button of the release valve and press to open valve. 

4. Operate plunger with firm full strokes to obtain maximum dispersion. 

5. Moving the sprayer about while operating will aid in dispersion of 
aerosol. 


DOSAGE 

Three (3) or four (4) strokes are adequate for treating the average room. 


It is not necessary to spray directly on insects; release aerosol in air, it will 
disperse throughout the enclosed space. 


NOTE 

In case of stoppage due to foreign matter in sprayer delivery line follow the direc¬ 
tions given below: 

1. Remove filler plug while holding sprayer in upright position. 

2. Place fore finger of hand over spray outlet well so as to provide air¬ 
tight seal. 

3. Depress cut off valve with thumb and pump sprayer with several strokes. 

This will remove any foreign matter plugging tube. 

4. Replace filler plug. 

5. Sprayer is now ready for operation. 
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Box 182, Ancon, C. Z., 
November 1, 1949# 


Dr. A. Wstmore, 

Smithsonian Institute, 

Washington 25, D. C. 


| A.WET MOREt 



Dear Dr. Wetmore 


Mr. John Graf called on me and 1 was very much impressed 


with his frank and kindly manner and wish I could have spent more 

* 

time with him. I hope to see him again when he is not completely 
booked up for his entire stay. 


I received the Comprendium and DDescription of The West 

Indies by Antonio Vasquez de Espinosa and thank you very much for it. 

I hope Karl will go to Washington to see you. We both are 

looking forward to seeing you in the very near future. Dont hesitate 
to let us know if there is anything either of us can do to pave the 

way for your next trip to Panama. 


Please give Perry my bast regards. I Hope to see you both 


soon. 


Sincerely yours. 


CHARLES L. PIERCE. 








October 18, 1949 


Captain L. D, Snell, USAF 
Office of the Commanding General, 
Headquarters Caribbean Air Command 
Albrook Air Force Base, C. Z. 



Dear Les 

It has been very kind of you to write so 
promptly relative to my inquiry concerning the topographical 
work in Darien. X have the data safely in hand and will write 
presently to the officer you suggest for information. 

fiatibor H&rtmenn who.was with me during April, 
Panamanian born and an excellent naturalist, is now storking 
for Dr. Clark at the Gorges Laboratory in Panama City which, 

I hope, will keep him available to me when X come down 
next year. He is an excellent field man with wide experience 
in the jungle of Panama, though less than 30 years old* 

He is also a pleasant and competent companion under the 
rather trying conditions one often encounters in the field. 

Mr. John Graf, Assistant Secretary of the Smithsonian 
who takes over here as acting head when I am away, is leaving 
Washington Thursday to spend about two weeks in and around 
the Canal Zone principally in an inspection of our laboratory 
at Barro Colorado Island. Mr. Graf is a close friend of the 
Stirlings and an interesting man. I have suggested that he 
call you and ask you and Mrs-Snell to join him for dinner at 
the hotel in Balboa some evening. Professionally he is an 
entomologist but with a wide interest in other branches of 
natural history. 

Sincerely yours. 



A. Wetmore, 
Secretary. 


HEADQUARTERS CARIBBEAN AIR COMMAND 

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 


IN REPLY 
REFER TO: 


Dr, Alexander Wetmore 
Secretary 

Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D, C. 


Dear Dr, Wetmore: 


I was pleased to have your letter of 28 September, in which you 
Indicated further interest in the Eayano region preparatory to' your 
field trip next Spring. 

I hare spoken to the Army Director of the Inter-American Geodetic 
Survey, Colonel F. A. Pettit. I told him briefly of the area in which 
you are interested in planning your next year's fieldwork and of the 
nature of the information you are seeking. Col, Pettit indicated con¬ 
siderable interest, and suggested that I advise you to write him in 

detail. He will be happy to assist you with any information his office 
has at hand. His address is: 

Box 203 .I 

Balboa Heights, Canal Zone 1 

For your future information, the officers of the IAG S are now 

located near the Balboa Commissary. It is a large, white building to 

the right of the drive which is lined with Banyan trees as you approach 
Balboa from the East, r 

As you prooably know, Gen. Hale will be leaving shortly to take 
command of the Ninth Air Force, with headquarters at Langley"ABB. Virgin! 
a. would strongly suggest that you get a letter of Introduction from him 
prior to your next trip, to assist you in re-establishing contact with 
the Air Force people down here. 

^ " was pleased to see you again briefly in Washington. My second 
snort visit enabled me to see the remainder of my friends who are associ¬ 
ated with you, which time did not permit on the first trip. 

I appreciate your kind attention during my visit, and look forward 
to seeing you again in the not-too-distant future. 

Respectfully, 

eC _* 

' . D. SHELL 

Captain, TJSAF 


ALBROOK AIR FORCE BASE, C.Z 


[a we T MORE j 

3 October lph9 

■i OCT -5 13hS 







September 28, I 949 

Capt. L. D. Snell, 

Headquarters Caribbean *ir Command, 

Albrook Air Force Base, 

Canal Zone. 


Dear Les: 

It was a surprise the other day to see you 
again so soon. I had report from Perrygo on your 
visit and suppose that you are now once more in the 
Cfinal Zone. 

I have greatly appreciated all the data in your 
letter of July 9 which is very helpful. I know that you 
will be very busy from now until your final return to 
the United States but would like, however, to ask one 
favor, if opportunity presents. Namely, that you let 
me know the name and address of one of the engineers, 
or others, who is frrili' v with the setup at La Palma, 
which you mention, who may know the men and the route that 
they have used in, going up the river toward the mountains 
back of Chimdn. 

I want to inform myself on this region as a 
possible means of getting into the section I wish to visit 
next year. Whether it will be best to go up the Bayano 
from Chepo or to make the other trip from La Pol ia this 
coming dry season is a matter that will s til.! :*c pa ire 
consideration. 

Let me repent that I do not want to put you to 
the trouble of taakin : detailed inquiry except for the 
name of some one tc •rhty.a I may write. 

Sincerely yours. 


A. Wetmore, 

hs Secretary. 




